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Ext to .the full and- immedi- 

ate Viſion and” Fruition of + 
; - the God of Glory; above;, 
the greateſt happineſs of Souls-lies— 
in Union' and; -Communion; - witht -- 
+ Chriſt here: Norindeed:can:we ever - 
! attain unto the» one' without -an- ac- 
F quaintance with the:other. ' 'Now to. 
bring thee into, and build thee up in- © 
this - Union and :Communion with - 
Chriſt, and thereby to fitand diſpoſe | 
thee for that glorious Vifion'and Frui- 
tion Above, - 1s the principal deſign of 
the enſuing Diſcourſe. If. thou're: 
quireſt a Reaſon of the Publication - 
hereof, I deſire thee to ſatisfie thy ſelf 
with this; Godin his all-wiſe and ho- 
ly Providence, ; hath ſeen -g00d now 
for ſeveral Months to call the, unwor- 
thy Author out.of his Vineyard, and 2 
A3Z3 * Lodge - 


0 


* Lodge him in a ſick Chamber; and 
he alſo ſeems to be ſpeedily calling 
him out of this World, and to bring # 
that Night upon him whereinno man | 


can work, wherein nothing is to be # 
done either for God or man's Soul, | 
Fohw 9. 4. And beingnever like to do 
more -for- Chriſt on! Earth; he was * 
S willing in hopes of advahcinghis dear | 
'-—Lords: Kingdom, in the. drawing of 
* Sianers'to him, and building up of % 
Saints inhim, and Communion with. .' 
him, to make' theſe poor contempla- , 1 
« tions publick. God was plealedfome # 
few.years fince to make a more than. k 
ordinary uſe of the Preaching of |} 
them, many Souls being through his. | 
Grace eſpouſed to Chrilt, and more 
brought-nearer'to him thereby. :4ynd' 
| had I not fome hopes that he would | 
| alſo, through that ſame Grace of his. 
* make ſome uſeof thereading of them 
for-thy good; and the good-of others, 
* Tthink they had never feen the light : 
9 Thy good then, and Chili's G ory 
| ERFER - M 


—__ Rn Bas. hk ka... ff P_"y "EY * " wy = a 


» 


4 Jo the enlargement of his Kingdon'=l8 
p Ss the thing aimed at herein, which 
y he: good'Lord-by his Grace accom- 
n liſh. 1 am lying daily by the brink 
e bf the Grave, waiting upon the Will, 
|, $nd for the Call of my Soveraign: 
o KLord; the onely Reaſon ſwaying with. 
s. Ime to deſire Life, next to the more 
y Mhrough-working out my | own Sal 
Fvation, is to-reveal, and make knowl: .! 
Chriſt to Souls, and: to publiſh: the. 
1 . Þlad Tydings of Peace and Salvation: 
- ,,to a loſt and ſinful World: But tf God 


> | will make no further: uſe of me that 
. Eway, his Will be done. I comfort my - 
F Felt with what an- holy Man fpeaks,. © 
;.. 8 Sinleſt glorifying of God, faith he,js bet- 
: I ter than ſinful glorifying of God, His. 
' | megging 1 ſuppoſe is,that 'ris better to» + 
| | glorify God in a finlels than ina ſinful 
- | ſtate: Truly here we {in-in-our-beſt: 
Actions ; and if we bringa litte-glo+ . * 
ty to God; yet woe and: alas ?* how: 
much- diſhonour do :we alſo bring: 
bim.?”- And. what Iniquities do there- 
A. 4 _ _ _ Cleavet 
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READER- 


5 | Here are two main AN 'Y which 
* - the Goſpel-Miniſtry is ordained ,« 

- - the one is., | the. whming of Souls, | 
and 7 bogtke them ito Chriſt; the other 


be Edification and building Þ. 07 oF 
F wir cadys brought in. - FRab ; dare 7 
ey of the Church; —_— 
Gifer i order to the ſalvation of” men, untiug, 
whom and'in what meaſure he pleaſeth, | 
furniſh the Author of this Diſcourſe with AL 
abilities as to both theſe Works. As to the | 

firſt, the Lord had given him a peculiat Gift, 

| to qualifie bim above many., to Preach: the 

wy el for the winning of Souls, and the Grace 
in him did1nflame his heart with ardent "þ 

Lg and did exere great longingsin him af= 
ter the converſion of Souls ;- and he was pleaſed 
to crown his own Gifts and Grace in him with 
great _.. 


ff " * 


# { 
[ P on _ A 


" great ſucceſs, many a Soul having been turned 
urito. God by bys .Labours, ; And it | 
3 Oe ve bo ws the Author into ray ba 
ack for ſome Months, whereby he w 
ly «of Jets from bis Werk.in Preaching, 
fo Ts did the deſire of doing good to Souls re- 
main in him, and ſuch were the yearnings of his 
Bowels toward; them, that being not able to 


ſpeakto them any longer out, of the- Pulps, te 
could. not ſatisfie himſelf, but he mu 'neayls 
B ſpeak to themin this ſmall*Tratt,” wherein his 
© great Scope and principal Deſign is, to allure 
' and draw Souls unto Chriſt. As tot 
WL. fer of the. Treatiſe, 1 ned ſay little, it 1 = 
* ſafoenth [ek fo ſol an rw 
1 noſg, Un ion with-Chriſt i the fon bh 
" of our Happinie/. The Apoſtle rells ws, that 
weſt 11s i5 the hope of Glory > We cans 
0) Jar or nd d tule toeternal Life 
Ky 7 Union with Chriſt ; whoever 
is Sc are yr by being brought under 
| ig cheir Head, Eph. 1, 110; Thatin 
& the diſpenſatipn of the tulneſs of-times, he 
- might. gather together in-one all things in 
" Qbriſt ;..cþ4t be w4ght bring. them under one 
Head: /o Zanchy and others Interpret the 
KF Greek word there uſed: The Son of Gad in» 
| Carnate js the true. Vine into which the Elett 
” we ed, There are but two Rootsof 
HMaxkind, the Firſt and the Second Adam; '5 
v$ : 


_ i. th. ——_ i _. «= « CRY 


x4 


the firſt Adam i the Root of Sin and Death * 
unto all that abide in him: the ſecond Adam . 
is the Root of Righteouſneſs and Life unto: 
* all who are implanted" into him, . The Scope. 
f of this Diſcourſe, is to per ſwaile men» not to. 
be content to. abide im the Root upon. which © 
* they Naturally grow, viz. the Root of the * 
$ firſt Adam, but to ſeckafter a new Relation 
3 wnto Chrift the fecond Adam. The, A4rou- 
7 ments by which.the. Author preſſeth Souls to 
i cometo Chrift,are moſt patherical and ſtrong ; 
3 and as there is aVeinof Heavenly Aﬀettion {© 
which runneth through the whole Body of the 
* Diſcomrſe to allure ſuch who are yet ſtran- 
i gers to the Lord Feſws to fall in love with 
*# him, ſo there is much ſolid Matter inter- 
woven, whereby thoſe who are already called 
and. have -attained - to ſome acquaintance 
with ſpiritual things, may recetve farther* 
advantage. It pleaſeth the All-wiſe God 
ro leave the Author as a great uncertainty as 
ro Life; the Lord hath kept him in the Fur- 
ngce loug, but he hath choſen and refined him © 
in it ana whether it bein this, or in the other 
World, that he ſhall pleaſe to bring him forth 
they who have moſt intimate conver ſe with him 
are perſwaded he will come forth as Gold. 
The Lord grant that the ſame Preſence of Di- 
vine Grace, which attended theſe Sermons in 
Preaching of them, may accompany them in the 
Publication 


7  * Wo. 


2H ;, that p. 2nore Souls may been: 

hored ani dawn to the -love of that faireſt of 

| ten bye ca the Lord 6 Jeſus, that ſo knowing 

. wed wowhsy ro him , they may be ard &=. 

3 ; whom all that have been, are 
of yr 1c be fr, are brought to FA and G bory: 

' Svprays, | 


* 


The Anikis of 
Chrift”s Servants, 


John Rowe. 
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The Souls Eſpouſal to - Chriſt. 


rom 2 Cor. 11. 2. 7have eſpouſed you | 
' fo one Husband, that 1 may preſent © 
you 4 chaſt. Virein unto Chriſt. 


ps... 


CHAP.I 


Hherein an Introduition is made into 
our intended Diſcourſe, the Foun- 
dation thereof laid, and the Mat- 
ters to be inquired into in our pro-. 


cedure therein Propoſed. 
A is certainly a concern of the great- ' 
eſf weight, and higheſt importance 
tothe Sons of Men of any in the World - 
tis what lies at the foundation of all true 
happineſs both in Time and Eternity; 


without it (asa Learned Divine hath well 
Way obſerved) 


New Covyenant-relation to Chrift 
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obſerved)weate not Chriſtians; we are 0R- | 
Ty the carkafesof Chriſtians; nor may we Z 
Expect any ſaving advantage by any thing Þ 
that Chriſt hath either done or ſuffered fox F 
poor ſinners + And this relation, of ſo much Þ 
weight and importance to us, the Scripture M 
reprelents under various Notions and Ex- 
preſſions to us: tis repreſented to us, ſome- # 
times under the notion of a King and Sub- | 
| z&þs; hence Chriſt is called King of Saints. |} 
Sometimes under the notion of a Father and 
bis Children 3; hence he is called the-Ever-} 
laſting Fathes ;, and they his own words un- 
to God the Father : Behold I, and the Chil-| 
dren which thon haſt oxven me. Sometimes 
under the notion of Head and Members ; 
hence. Chriſt is ſaid to be the: Head of theft © 
Bedy, the Church: and on the other hand, 
Believers are ſaid to be the Body of Chriſt 
and Members one of another, And to men- l 
rion no more ;, ſometimes ( as in my Text, !! 
and frequently elſe-where)) *tisrepreſentedy 
ro us under the notion of © Husband and 4 
« Wife, Bridegroom and Bride, or they *" 
* Souls Eſpouſal-ro Chriſt, as its one and 1 
«onely Husband ; and under this notion] 
hall (God afliſting) Tpeak-a little of it] *! 
- and buta little, no more than to make way *" 
for a practical Deſign 1 haye in my eye ſul 
which is to woo and allure poor Souls int 'VC 


the Souls Eſponſal to Chriſt, .} © 

8 an Eſpouſal, -or Marriage-Covenant with 

& this Bleſſed Husband, the Lord Jefus 

& Chriſt. | | 

# Thatthen which is beforeus to betreated 

Yof, is the Marriage or Eſpouſal between 

$ Chriſt and Believers, and the better to make 

way hereunto, you may obſerve, that there 

isa three-fold Marriage,asrelating to Chriſt 

and us. 

_& 1. Thereis the Perſonal Marriage, and ; 

1 that is between the Perſon of the Son of * 

God, the Second Perſon in the Trinity, and 

x our Nature: This Calvin calls, YVerbum In- 

[5 Carnatum, the Incarnate Word ; Or, 2s the 

oil Evangeliſt expreſſes it, the Word made 

. Fleſh, John 1. 14. this we: generally call 

;.| the Hypoſtatical Union. : | 

4 2. Thereis the Myſtical Marriage; and 

7 © that is between the Perfoh of Chrilt, God- - 

+. Man, and the Perſon of Believers, as Mi- 

rf litanthere on Earth ; whole Chriſt, and the 

48 whole Believer being made one : this the 

dll Apoſtle calls, A being joyned to the Lord, 

hd 42d being one Spirit with him," 1 Cor. 6. 17. 

100 and this we ufually callthe Spiritual Union. 

1101 3: Thereis the Heavenly Marriage; and 

ie} that is between Chrilt and'the Church Tri> 

a0 vMphant above; which indeed is the con- 

ye ſummation of the two former : and this I--, 
would call the Glorious Union; and what... »? 
- B 2 that'* 


4 
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_ that is I. can't tell, but do hope am going M- 
-  toſee,----Inthe firſt of theſe lies the foun- 3 
-, dationofall our happineſs; by the ſecond 
- ' weare brought intoan initial participation » 
of it.; by-the third, we are put into the full *7 
= palſcilion and enjoyment thereof for ever. 
+ . Now,'tis neither the firſt,nor the laſt, but ſe- * 
cond of theſe that the Apoſtle here ſpeaks © 
of, when he ſaith, 7 have eſpouſed you to |; 
one. Hutband, even'to Chriſt : Which accord- ; 
©.* ingly Tſhall make the Subject of wy enſuing 
Diſcourſe; which, as alſo the-ſum of the * 
Apoſtles .intendment, you may take in. 
this ſhort Poſition, viz. \ 


AD mg 


—_— —— 


«That there isa bleſſed Eſpeuſal;or Mar- h 
"irjagerelation between Chriſt and Be-F * 
«levers; or that Believers. are Mar-# 
«ried or Eſpouſed to Chriſt, as their 
*only Husband. , 

- I have eſpouſed you, ſays the Apoſtle, ro? 
one Husband : not to many, but to one 5} 
and who 4s that ? why Chriſt, God-man: 
So the next words declare, 1 have Eſpouſed 
you'to one Husband, that I may preſent you 
as a chaſt Virgin to Chriſt, The ſame is : 
alſo held forth in other Scriptures, Fohn 3. « 
29+ He that hath the Bxbde 1s the Bridegroom, | 
Jaith Fohn Baptiſt concerning Chriſt and hisY | 
$7 Church : 


the Souls Efpouſal to Chriſt. 5 

FChurch: And again, Rev. 21. g. Come bi- 
#7ber, ſays the Angel to Foks, and 1 will ſhew 
hee the Bride, the Lambs Wife ; T hat Is; 
the Church, which is the Wite and Spouſe 
of Chriit ; but I forbear. | 

# What this Eſpouſal or Marriage relation 
Fbetween Chriſt aud Believers is; asal{g how 
Pris made up and accompliſht, are the prin- 
Zcipal things to be inquired into, for the 


+ 
e i 
" (= 


. t i 


1 CHAP. 1I. 
-® Zhe Fſponſal, or Marriage-Relation be- 


tween Chriſt and Believers opened, 
and the import. thereof laid down 


zz five things. 
0 © | 
| _=__ what is this Eſpouſal or Marriage- *. 
: reJation between Chriſt and Believers ? 
if The Apoſtle ſpeaking of it, calls it 4 erear 
Myſtery : This ( ſaith he) is a great 2yſte- 
SY ry; but I ſpeak coxcerning Chriſt, and. his 
F Corch, Epheſ. 5. 32. 1 ſpeak of that Spi- 
ritual Marriage that is between Chrift and 
his People ; which indeed. is a great: 
B. 3 Mys 


fore Eſhall addreſs my ſelf unto. , 


6 ——_——— —_—_ — 


. 
BY 


Aclcaring of what lies betore us ;-which there- - _ 
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Myſtery, thatis, an hidden ſecret thipg; a 
*.- thing hid from humane reaſon.and not to be 
© underſtood but by Divine Revelation, and 
the Light-of the Holy Spirit. So faras we 
apprehend it, youamay tale this ſhort at- 
couptin general of it;* Tis thatſpiritualcon- 
junction or relation that is. between Chriſt 
> and Believers, between the Perſon of Chriſt - 
ang the Perſon of Believers, ariſing from his 
- inkabitation in them by his Spirit, and their | 
-- cloſe with him by Faith. Much might be 
- Jaidfor the opening of this geneial conclu= 
fron; but I ſhall wave it, and giye you the 
true nature of the thing,under coMflideration, 
more particularly , as carrying theſe five 


Things in it, viz. 


T1. Free and cordial Donation. 

' II. Near and intimate Union. 

+ TI. Sweetand laſting Communion, 

IV. Strong and ardent AﬀeCtion. 

* V. Mutual reſt and complacency for 

5264 114Ere> [7 ): 

E This eſpouſal.or Marriage-relation be- 

tween Chriſt and Believers, carries in it free 

and Cordial Donation; a giving of theni- 

ſelves cach to other. In Marriages or Eſpou- 

{als, the Parties give themſelves each to. 0- 

, Ther; the Husband gives himſelf unto the 

-Wite,and the Wife,by way of return, gi _ 
er 


The Souls : Eſpouſal to Chriſt. 
her ſelf unto the Husbang ; they conſentts - * 
takeeach other in thar relation;and accord= 1 
ingly to give up themſelves each to other: 
So in this Spiritual Eſpouſlal, or Marriage re- 
lation between Chriſt and his People, there is 
a giving of themſelyes each ro other; they \. 
conſent to take each other,and accordingly: - 
do give vp themielves each-to other. --—- 
Chriſt, on the one hand, gives himſelf unto. 
the” Soul : . I will be thine, ſays he, to the 
Soul; thine to love thee, thine to fave -* 
thee; «thine to make thee happy in me, and * * 
with me: I, with all my Riches and Trea- "$ 
ſures, will be fully and for ever thine, Zwil 
be for thee , that is the Language of his+; 
Eſpouſing Love ynto the Soul, Hef. 3-3. 4 
And Oh how ſweets this Langoage! What ** 
can Chriſt givefo poor Souls like himſelf? 
In giving himſelf, he gives the belt” Gift * 
that either Heaven or Earth affordaglfigiv- Þ 
ing bimſelf, he gives Life, he givt 
he gives Grace, he gives Righteon | 
gives the favour of God, | he gives Heayen, 
he gives all. Oh ſweet Gilt ! ---- Oh the F 
other hand, the Soul by way of return, gives 
himſelf to Chriſt : 1 will be thine,” ſays: F* 
the Soul to Chriſt, I will be for thee, and 
notfor-another : Hence 'tis ſaid, They gave 7 
themſelves to the-Lord, 2 Cor. 8, 5.,.thcy JF 
freely and willingly yielde@ up themlclves 7 
"Wk _ 


\. 
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toChriſt, to be hi$ and his for gyer ; Sweet 
Jeſus, ſuch as T am, "and bave,.I give to thee. 
I am a poof, a ſorry Gift (fays the Soul ) 
wwhoitely unworthy. of thine . Acceptance; 
my beſt is too bad, my All is too little for 
thee: but ſeeing *tis.thy pleaſure to-call for, 
and accept of ſuch a Gift at my hands, I do 
- with my. whole Soul give up-my Self, my 
Strength, my Time, my Talents, my All 
ſorevet taghece. - And thovgh, the truth is, 
. this be*a ſorry Gift, yet you little think 
bow pleaſing, how grateful it is to Chrilt, 
and. what a velne he puts upon it. , You have 
the whole of this owned aud aſſerted bythe 
-* Spouſe, Cant, 2. 16. My Beloved 3s mw, 


: and 1 am bis. 


II. This Eſpouſit, or Marriage-relation 


þ berwgen Chriſt and Believers, carriesMn it 
- ne intimate Union. 1n Marriage 
- thereÞ a verymear union and conjunttion 


- between the Particsz As they give up them- 
ſelves each to other, {o they become one 


each” with other ; They are m0 more twain, 


* but one fleſh, Mat. 19. 6. Son this Eſpou- 
tal, or Marriage relation between - Chriſt 


| and Believers, there isa very near union and 


| conjunCtion between them ;" they twa are 


made one; and thus the Apoſtle ſets forth 


q the Marriage berween Chriſt and them, 


Ephel. 


the Souls Eſpouſal to Chrif. __ 


ect WF oheſc.5. 31,32: | For this cauſe ſhalt a man 
ec. Weave Father and Mother, and ſhall 'be joynd 
Il) Bono his Wife, and they two ſhall be one fleſh. 

©; This is a great Myſtery: but 1 ſpake concern» 

Or ng Chriſt and the Church ,. that. is, 1ipeak - 
T, Fc f the-Marriage-relation whichis: between 

o Chriſt and the Church; wich eonfiſts.in 

Y Union :* Hence alſo/Believers are {aid .zo be © . 
ll Foyned ro.the. Lard,. and ta be (one Spirit with 
S, £4», 1Cor.s: 17. So that eſpouſingro Chriſt, ©: 
« © and being joyned to:Chriſt, areall.one. {Phe | 
» F truth is,; herein (lies the-very; Soul and ſubs» / 


- I ſtance of this [Spiritual Marridgey we'd 

* ff ſpiritualunion betweenChliriſtand/theBrhes | 

| I ver: though'Chriſt and the Soul were tw9 _ *: 
before; 'two that/ were ſtrangers each to + 
other, yet in this Marriage or: Efpouſal they. ,* 
become one,and {6 one, as that all the World. * | 
can never wake themtwo again, Naverdi{s F 
ſolve this unioni1i By this) uſual, ut of all Þþ 
others «moſt ' pleaſant Metaphor of: ai Brides: 

groom \and* Bride +( as.a learned Man baths: Þ 
,Obſeryed ) is Expreſſed and fet forth the, * 
Spiritual Onion that: 'is" \thetweem : Chrgd * 
and the Church, © CbrifÞ:: ands avery Holy * 
Soul.” And” this | Union is! a! foll + Bittong ; 
an' Union berween 'the' whole: Perſon-ab 

Chriſt;' and the! whole! Perſon @f. the Bey Þ} 
lever; the wholePerſon of ChrifkjSwpite- F 
unto the Belieyer, and the: whole Perſon- 
B:.5 | Q.- 
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of the. Believer is united unto Ghriſt, Nei 
#ber 15.0ur. Soul: alone (faith a Learned Man) 
Joyned with''the Sol of Chriſt alone; nor 1 
our” fleſh alone. goyned :with the fleſh of 
Chriſt alone, 'but the whol# Perſon of ever 
Believer. is rruely Joyned: with the whole: For 
ſor: of Obrift i + 
») x, 'On-the one band; the mbole Perſon 
+ of Chriſt isunited tothe Believer; the Be- 
levers union' with Chriſt, .js: neither with 
\ ehe Divine nor. Humane Nature conſidered 
{ apatt;5/ butic is with theawholePerfonicons 
- fiſting-of both "Natures 4 [and indeed; eb ft 
't U n6b1Bo faid!1to benunited itt 
CCEhriſt;I: (Parra the'Natures, £0 
| idcredapart;is.Chrift : r We cannot ſay,that || 
F the Divine Nature is Chiiſt, or thatthe Hu- I 
NH Jnane. Natare is 'Chrift; but Chriſt is both 
+ the Divine and Humane Natute; God-mas; 
& monePerion: Chriſt (ita Learded Man) 
* #7 wor kd name of either naturey but of the Per- 
14 A 6onfuſting of both Natures, toghther. wh 
þ 60: 'Belides,pwere.we united only to 
| - 6he 


atare, 'and'not tothe whole Peciorfof 
"Ghriſt,” what would odor Union avail us 2: 
- Surely it would be vainand meffteQiual. Were 
we Enited rothe Hamane Natmre onlyijandt 
not tothe Divine. ithen to heifure our Uni- 

;  on'muſt be ineffenal; For Ciriſthimſelf 
| tells us, That 3t 17 the Spirit which quickneth, 
the 


* fiteth nothing without che Divinity "ſ01.,0 


the Souls &ſpouſal to'Chriff, 1 
the fleſh profiteth nothing, John 6. 63. That 
is, (as judicious Interpretersexpound 1t)the - 
fleſh,or humane Natureof Chriſt conſidered 
alone and without the influence of the-Di- F 
vine, availeth nothing to Souls as-to their 
ſpiritual or eternal good: Nor indeed, can -1 
the Humane Nature of Chriſt; wittontthe * 
Divine, give'Grace, orc any fpiritoal good. 
thing. -On the ather hand, were we united ? 
to'the Divine Natore alone, and notto the 
Hawmane, 'then our Union would -be-as in- 
effectual : far how full ſoever the' Divine F 

Nature is of Grace and Life-in.it ſelf, yer. 

nothing can thence be derivetland\commu- | 

nicated to ps, but by and through the 'Hu- 

manity : And indeed,as the: Humanity pros 1 


may ſay, the Divinity wjll-profit us nothing % 
without the Humanity. Hence'tt- is; that F 
Chriſt ſo. often ſpeaks of earing bis Flv, 
and drinking his Blood ;; and withal- aflerts3 
the neceſliry thereof in Order to! Life-and? 
happineſs by him. Foh# 6. 53, 54-554 What 
doth eating his Fleſh and drinking his Blood 
fignifie, but an Union with his Humenity:” J3 
And therefore in verſ.'56; the addeth,' He 
that eateth my Fleſh, and drinkerh my Blood". 
dwelleth in me, and I in bim;, which 1s an”: 
expreſſion of Union; and without this,we- | 
have; we can-haye no-Life, no Grace from 
» HF". 4 him,. Þ 
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him. In aword; asthe Humanity hath no- 
+ Thing togive or communicate to us, no Life, 
* no Grace, noSpiritual Bleſling without*the 
| Divinity; ſothe Divinity is incommunica- 
{ bleto us without the Humanity; and there- 
-. fore wgreour Union with the one only with- 
| outthe other; it muſt needs be ineffectual. 1 
# will cloſethis with the ſaying of an eminent 
+ Divine. Although all Life, all Salvation 
 floweth. from the fulneſs of the Diety that is 
in Chriſt, yet notwithſtanding it is not commu- 
| nicalea tous but in the fleſh, ang by the fleſh 
of Chriſt. . For the Deity is as the Fountain 
| whence all good thitigs flow, Life and Salva- 
' 2200; bus F fleſh, or humanity, is as the Chan-; 
wel, by\which al theſe good things, and ak 
+ Gifts and. Graces are derived unto us; there- 
fore unleſs a man apprehendeth this Channel 
and be united to it, be cannet poſſibly be. made 
$a-partaker of theſe 'waters which do flow from- 
Webis Fount gin... | ” 
- | -2, Onthe other hand, the whole Perſon 
of the Believer is uniredto Chriſt, not his 
- Soul only without his.Body, -nor yet bis{Bo- 
| dy-Omly without his Soul, but his whole 
+ Perſon c6nſiſting of both Souk and Body in: 
| Conjanction': As. Chriſt is the: Saviour, 4d. 
* heis the Headof the whole Perſon of every 
Reliever, for he ſayes none but thoſe whom 
E heisa Head unto : Andas.Chriſt is the RAG 
1 . ” oſs -: 


C - 


* 
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the Souls | Eſpouſal to Chriff, 13 
\ ſo he muſt haye union withicthe whole  - 
zrſon of every Believer: for his beingiau 
cad implies union, and that unionmuſt'ex- 
nd as farvas bis Headſhip doth, even: to 
e whole Perfon : In ſhort;. the- Believers 
= united to'Chriſt, —— faith the 
Ypoſtle, ' 1 Cor. 6:17. i He that 35 +jayned: to 
44> #5. one Spirit 3 and-the bollegers 
ody is united to: Chriſt; / and therefote'the }- 
odies of Belicvers are ſaid to be Members 
f Chriſt, x-Cor.. 6.: 15-: thus: this union is a 
union:; And as it 1$a full, ſoit isa very 
tear union, . Next to thole:two greatupt- .. 
dns,.[the eſſential union, the unjon'of the 
bree - Perſons in One and the ſame Divine 
Jence, and the: Perſonal-umon, the 'nni-: 
pn of the two Natures, Divine and Hu: 
ane, in the Perſon of Chrift 3: this lis the: 
eareſt union» Henee it 1s expreſled,. fome-: 
mes by.their being 17 each orher;1 Joh. 14. 
20. Ye ſhall know, that T amt the Father" 
nd ye in me, and I ir you': ſometimes by: 3 
heir dwelling mm each other ; [Jobs 43x66 1 
e that eateth\ my. Fl, and; drinedi nyt 
Blood, - dwelieth. in: me; and I-40; him. :\Aftd 
hat can be-nearer, than ta:bgandidwellin.. 
each other 2 It is; a nearer-union' than chats! 
between the Hysband and the Wife;zforthat- 
union-may be broken, and 1s2t laſt, but this'_ ©, 
neyer is, never can-be broxen,as in its places - 
willle,ſhewn. | _ UL This., 


= £ —= 
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: HI” This Efpouſal, or Marriage-relatie 
between Chriſt agd Believers,carries initf 
and lafting communion : 1n:Matriage-relat 
ons'there 13a full atid. free ' communion bt 
tweenithe-Parties, 'both:in 'what they” are 
and what:they :have- The Husband admi 
the Wife intoa participation mall he isayc 
bath; 'on the:other hand; he communitate 
with her/in ll the is-and hath y2and' indeed 
union is in Order tocommunion.Ss ere; ir 
the Eſpouſal;or Marriage-relation betweer 
Chriſt:and: Believers, ithere i&wfull and Fre 
_ communion between! ehenr ih all/they fare 

ant} have. ...:On:the'on6hand;:Obriſt com. 
municates:himfelf mto'the Behtiever ; he 
admits/him into/a- fellowſhipand'parcicipa- 
> tion with him in all his -riches and falneſs; 
” , henceis that, Fob? 1. 16. of bis fulneſs have 
_ We:all:received,” and that' Graet for Grate : 
verl. 14:| Heisfaill to he fall of Ghace + And 
what Grace is that ? 'Why all-Grace, Per- 
ſanal- Grace, Purchaſed Grace, Graceof Pri- 
- Viedgp and/Grace'of Inflaence «And here 
161% ſaid, that-of bis falneſs bave alt we re- 
”  ctived;, not ſome onely; but af preatcand 
ſmall have received,” and that notininlow, 
poor, :{canty-meaſbre onely, butiingreata- 
bundance;z. therefore it's added, and'GFace 
far, Grace ; or Gtace upon Grace, heaps'of 
Grace, Grace ina plentiful manner;all Grace 

WIA,” » necdful 
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. the Souls  Eſpouſal 40 Chriſt. oy 
reedful-for the Soul, Righteouſneſs, Re- 
miſſion of 'Sins,” Sant ificationg3Renovation 
of the Spirit, and the like. ; ; Look what- 
Mever- Chriſbds,: or hath, which Beligyers 

2re capable'of, it is alltheits, and they/all 
zold- communion with him there 2; His 
Beauty is theirs ; and: how: black: and de- 
formed: ſoever they are: t ves; yet 
they are fair and. comely in; bum:Hencefarch 
nf the: Spouſe,” I am Black; but romely,, Cant: 
3 5- that_is;:black-m'\my felf, but comely: 
inGhriſt;, black-by Natute) hut comely;by: 
the Redeemers'Grates cawely throng the: 
re. His Righteouſneſs is theirs; ;agd hows 
guilty.and unrighteous ſocver they jarg4in; .- 
themfelyes, yetin him they are Righteans;: + 
and do ſtand perfedtlyrrighteonsanthe fight?  * 
of (2d::Hlence his Name 3 faid tobe, {The Hf 
Lord. oxur Kightearfneſs, .Jerc2 3: 6, and they: © 
are ſaid to>be-materhenr Rightranfteſvof Gd: 
inhim,2 Cor. 5.2 1. His Priviledges and Dig++ 
nities are theics;. and:ihovy vide and baſe ſos; 
eyerthey are inthemfelyes; yetigibim they; 
are highly dignified avd-ddyanced: 71s he ar! 
Son ?:So arethey.throughbim: (To wimny 
4s received him, to the gave he payyer t0Þ6+-- 
come the' Sons of God, \to 4s, many aiubelteved, ** 
in bis Name, John 1. 12: Ihe an Heir, an- ; 
Heir of God? ſo are they, they are Heirs, ; ® 
. yea, 


/. 
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yea co-heirs with him of God, Rom. 8, 19. 
Is he beloved bythe Father, and that with 


a choiſe and fingular love ? fo are they,they i 


are beloved-in him, Epheſ, 1.6vyea,they are 
beloved with the ſame loye, wherewith he 
-is beloved by the Father, Fohn 17: 23; Is 
hea Ring? foarethey, he hath made them; 
and dothgmake'them alt Kings, and they do, 
and ſhall reign with him for eyer, Rev. 1.6! 
| I he in-heaven, 1n. poſſeſſion of -happineſs 
| and glory? ſo are:they; Hence they are 
; faid'ro ſit rogether' with him in: heavenly pla- 
| ces, Epheſi 2. 615 What ſhall Þ:fay-?! his 
\ glory-is theirs: The glory which rhpy gaveſh 


- me '(Caith he: to: his Father?) T bave' given 


them, Joh: 17. 22. Yea all his divine-ful- 


& neſs is theirs ;: and how empty nd imper- 


F fe ſoever they are inthemictyes, yet they 
+ are perfect and compleat 4% bim, and. in his 
'- fulneſs,' Cot. 2:90.10. . Jp tm dwecllerb all rhe 


4 _ futneſr of the- Godlhead votlily z" bodily, that 
is, truly,  perfeCtly , -unchangeably, and: * 


not typically only, asin the Temple ofold.: 
All the fulfreſs'and: perfetion of the. Gad- 
head dwelleth truely and perfectly! in him:: 
And'what then? why itfollows, azd ye are: 
| compleat'-in him, qd. You are poor and 
'* empty things in yourſelves, but-your Head 


and Hus band hath all the fulneſs of the God-. 


{” bead in bim, and it Is always in him; for: 


It. 


I 


the Souls Eſpeuſal to Chriſt 17 
7. @ dwelleth in him; aadit isall yours, and 
th You do communicate with him in all, ſo far 
s you are capable of it, to compkar you 
th in Grace and Glory. Thus Chriſt 
ommunicates himſelf unto the Believer,and 
Imits him into a participation with him in 
Il he 1s and hath. - 

On the other hand, . Chriſt partakes and * 
olds communion with Believers wall rhey 
$ Yre and bave :, And what istheir All? truly 
e# poor All; in and of themſclves, they 


e 

@ (ave nothing but ſins and ſorrows, . guilt 

s $0d afflictions. Indeed in marryingof them; 

, We gives them Gifts, Graces, Comforts, and 

; Bhelike : and having given them theſe, he 

: olds communion with them in all : their 

ifts and Graces, their Joys and Comforts 

re his'; but, I ſay, \in and of themtelyes 
ney have nothing but ſorrows and fins, and 
e ina ſort holdeth communion with them 
n both- - he holds .communion with 

Shem-in their ſorrows ; hence it is: ſaid, 
hat. in all their. affliftiens he 13 afflitted, 
ſa. 63.9. = 

He looks vpon their ſorrows as his, and WM 

heir ſufferings as his. 1was a» bungry, andye . 
1ave me 10 meat , I was thirſty, naked, tmpri- 

med, &&c. Mat 25.35.39. And often (you 

xnow) in Scripture, their Sufferings and 

Afflictions, are called the Sufferings on 


4 
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> Afﬀictions of Chriſt: And why the Suffer 
ingsand Afflictionsof Chriſt? not only be 
cauſe-for the moſt part they ſuffer for his 
ſake ; but alſo becauſe he ſuffereth and 1 
afflicted in them, and with them : He com 
municates with them in their afflictions 
And, as in their ſorrows, ſo alſo in ſome 
- ſort in their ſins too: Hence he calls their ſin; 
as well as their afflictions, his. Afine In: 
-_ bave taken hold upon me, Plal 40, 12 
lich Zather, and others, underſtand ol 
Chriſt ſpeaking of our ſins, and calling then 
his: Not, my Beloved, that he doth: ad 
mit of any the leaſt ſtain: or tinure of ſin 
fuldefilement upon hinſelf; buthe ſolookI,, 
upon our: ſins as his, as. to take them 'on; 
from-us; and looks-upon himſelf reſpon(! 
ble to the Fathers Juſtice for them --- ſb he 
was ſaid to. $5 made ſir for #5-' 2. COT: 5-214 
OwhatGraceis here! I cloſe this head witli 
agreat and fweet-ſaying, which I havercat 
in one of the Ancients, ſutableto this pur 
poſe. ** Thelike feet Names are not to be 
* found, by which the ſweet Aﬀections-o 
* Chriſt andthe Soul are expreſſed cach to 
** other, as thoſe -of the Bridegroom. and 
*the Bride, for why, all things are. com- 
* mon with them, nothing proper, haying 
*nothing ſeperate and ;apart. each from 
© qther ; they have both one Inheritance, 
LE ONC 


the Souls Eſpenſal to Chriſt , 9 . 


one houſe, one Table, one Marriage” 


"bed, alſo one fleſh : the fum is, they tom- 


Wye. 


unicate with each other ka all they are and 


IV. This Eſponſal, or Marriage-zelation 


Wtween Chriſt and Believers carries In it 


rong and ardent: affetion.-'_ In a Matri- 


pe-relation, there is the deareſt, ſtrongeſt, 


os moſt imimare AﬀeCtion thats to;'be -\ 
"Wu1lamong the Children of Men: * Tis a 


elation made up of loye + Love is not only 
concomitant of Marriage, but it is'even a 


art: of it, and is eſſential to it : In Marri- 


Wges, hearts muſt be joynedas well as\/hands, 


Ir they are not right:: So here in thisSpiri» 


al-efpouſal, or Marriage-relation between 


Tbriſt and Believers, thece isa yery dear aid 


N 


ntimate Aﬀection each to other ; their 


carts are indeed knit, and do: intimately 
leave to one another: The Saims({laysqne). 
re. called the Spouſe of Chriſt, Prlp 


S PTY, marmtudinem ; becauſe of 'that'g 


er 
wy 
nd unparalell'd love that is between thems 


"Jand it is a ſweet ſaying, which I have read 
$2 one of tit Ancients to this purpole; 


Chriſt ( ſays he ) calls himſelt our Bride+ 
groom, that he might 1nſinuate: the'great- 
*neſs of his love to us, which decays-not - 


"F withtime3 and hecalls us his Spouſe, not ; 


« his 
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> Afﬀictions of Chriſt: And why the Suffer 
ingsand Affiictionsof Chriſt? not only be 
cauſe-for the moſt part they ſuffer for his 
ſake ; but alſo becauſe he ſuffereth and 19 
afflicted in them, and with them : He com 
municates with them in their afflictions 
And, as in their ſorrows, ſo alſo in ſome 
- ſort in their ſins too: Hence he calls their fin 
as well as their afflictions, his. Adine Is: 
_ have taken hold upon me, Pal 40, 12 
tich Zither, and others, underſtand ol 
Chriſt ſpeaking of our ſins, and calling then 
_ his « Not, my Beloved, that he doth: ad 
mit of any the leaſt ſtain: or tincture of ſin 
ful.defilement upon himſelf; buthe ſolooky, 
upon our: fins-as his, as. to-take them 'oI; 
from-us, and looks:upon himſclf reſponſi 
ble to the Fathers Juſtice for. them --- ſo he 
was ſaid tobe made far for #5-' 2. COr: 5-2 1 
OwhatGraceis here! I cloſe this head wit 
agreat and fweet-aying, which I havereac 
in one of the Ancients, ſutableto this pur 
pole. ** Fhelike feet Names are not to bt 
* found, by which the ſwcet Aﬀections-ol 
*Chrift and:the Soul ace expreſſed each to 
** other, as thoſe -of the Bridegroom. and 
*the Bride, for why, all things are.com- 
* mon with them, nothing proper, haying 
* nothing ſeperate and ;apart each from 
other ; they haye both one Inheritance, 
LE | ONC 


| the Souls Eſpenſal to Chriſt , 9 "I 
one houſe, one Table, one Marriage” 
WI bed, alſo one fleſh : the fum is, they tom- 


. Wuoicate with each other in all they are and 
ve. | 


IV. This Eſponſal, or Marriage-zelation - 
Wcween Chriſt and Believers carries in it 
Wrong and ardenc- affection... In a Matri- 
re-relation, there is the deareſt, ſtrongeſt, 
Wd moſt imimate Aﬀection tharvs to: be 
»undlamong the Children of Men: * Tis a * 
elation made up of loye : Love is not only 
concomitant of Marriage, but it iseven a 
arti of it, and is eſſential to it: In Marri- 
YHges, hearts muſt be joynedas well as\haods, 
Ir por not right: So here in this Spiri+ 
al-efpoufal, or Marriage-relationbetween 
Tbriſt and Believers,thece isa very dear and 
ntimate Aﬀe&tion each to other ; their 
Uiecarts are indeed knit, and do intimatety 
leave to one another: The Saims({aysqne} 
re. called the Spouſe of Chrift'; Propter © 
Joris magnmtudinem;, becauſe of that - | 
nd unparalell'd love that is between thems 
"nd it is a ſweet ſaying, which I have read 
7$n-one of tit Ancients to this purpoie; 
'F Chriſt (ſays he) calls himſelt our' Brides 
groom, that he might 1nſinuate: the'great- 
*neſs of his love to us, which decays-not + 


*withtime3 and hecalls us his Rs x 
« his 


7 20 The beſt Match, Or, 
his Wife,” noting that our love t9-bim ſboklft 
. be, always new , "always lively and vigorouWt 
The truth is, no Love like that betweel®Þ1 

Chriſt and his Spouſe ; Chriſt Loves an 

. Eſpouſes, and the Soul Loves and is E 
ſpouſed;; and both being Eſpouſed, do lov" 
for ever;and ſo this relation is both foundeÞ 
1n love, and perfected. in love ; - 'tis botiiſ: 
made up and- managed. with love on a 
hands; Ohrift ſers his love upon the Soul,anF' 
- Mthat love eſpouſes him to himſelf ; an 
having in this love of his eſpouſed him rÞ 
himſelf, then he loyes him as his Spouſe : offi 
ten in the :Book of Canticleshis Spouſe ii: 

called his Love; as alfo he on the other 
- .handis cated her Beloved : and what dothÞ 
this note, but that the whole relation con 

ſiſts mainly in love, and that they are moſt 
* dearly & intimately beloved by each other 
Chriſt. having eſpouſed the Soul to himſelf 
now: his love runs out infull treams toward 
him; he lovgs him above all the reſt of the 
Creatures,in ſome reſpects above the Angel 
themſelves, as ſtanding in a nearer relation 
to him than they do. On the other hand 
the Souls love is drawn out t® Chriſt, and 
loving him, he iseſpouſed to him,and being 
Eſpouſed to him, he loves him yet more; 
- + Now Chriſt i laid between his breaſts," in his 

. moſt intimate AﬀeRiops, he has the Thron 

e Iv 


"9... I 
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the Soul Eſpouſal to Chrift. 


MM his heart, Gare. 1- 13. yea; the Soul pe 
grees comes to be ſick sf Love to him;(as 

Mu have it ) Cart. 2. 5. (Stay me with Fla. 
s, (fays ſhe) comfort me with Apples, 
I am ſick.of Love; to whom? to Chriſt-: 

Wnd truly this (as.one of the _— bath _ 


ſerved) i 4 ſweet ſickneſs, a bleſſed lan- © ] 


or, apleaſant love : And this loye between 
riſk his Spouſe, 'is achaſt love, a 
irgin love, a love thatis pitched upon the 
r{on of each other ; Chrzloves the,per-" 
dn, of the Believer, and e belieyer loves 
he Perſon of Chriſt,” Of which more in 
ts place. 
V. This Eſpouſal-or. Marriage-relation 
Þctween Chriſt and believers, carries in it a * 


mutual reſt and complacency for eyer. Ina - 


arriage-relation, there is greatdelight and 
F-omplacency the parties haye,or ſhould have. 


ach in other, eſpecially in the da ofeſpous. ' © 


Wals. You know how Solomon ſpeaks, Re 
oyce with the Wife of thy Youth : let her be as 
he loving * Hind and pleaſant Roe :, let her 
onfBreaſts ſatisfie thee at Fl times, and be tha 

d raviſned always with her love, Prov.s. 18,19. 
nd All noting that joy, reſt, and complacency 
ngflthat that relation carries in it,and the Par- 
re;Fties have in each other; aud we read (you 
is know ) of the.joy of the Bridegroom, AS 
neſthe OvT and pureſt that is found among 


n the 


3 - 
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- the Sonsof Men: So inthis Spiritual Eſpoi 
fal 'between' Chrift and Believers, there 
a mutual. reſt and. complacency which the 
haye in cact other » They.are, as it were 
| the ref, the joy, the ſatisfattion of eac 
4 other; the ſolace of each others Souls. C 
E- hand, Circ reſts and rejoyces int 
-- Believer, as one would do in the Wife « 


Z his. Youth: This-his Spouſe is to him, - as 


Hind, and pleaſant Roe, and he live 
joyfully with her: hence ſhe is called his de 
5 —_b that as being Married "to him 8 
ſhale be called Hephzibath, (fays h 

to her) for the - Lord delighteth in thee, tho 
, i bethe joy and delight of my Sou, 1/; 
' And” again, As 4 young man Mar 

. eng .& Virgin, ſo ſhall- thy Sons Marr 
2 thee 4, and as "the Bridegroom rejoyceth e0Ve 
 #be Bride, ſo ſhall thy God rejoyce over 
3 ther, ver. 5- The ſucn'of all whichamount 
> ftothis; That Chriſt marryinghisPeople tc 


| i Y Temes delights in them, and rejoyces over 


em, and that 'with the higheſt and pureſt 
lightamd complacency of allothers, a de 
light and complacency ſutable to the relati- 
on - Fhe trutl-is, he ſpeaks as if all-his de 


Neht were inthem, as if he had forgottenſy; 
to (delight in the Angels, 'or in-any-of thei 


"works of his hands, - but in them alone. My 
ne SY he to the Father )- extenderh 


gs 
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to thee, but to the Saints, in whois ts alt 


delight, Pſalm 16. 2. Yea, he declares”. We 


"Ynſelt Raviſhed with them; as his Spouſe; 


nt. 4. 9+ Thou baſt raviſbed-my heart, my 
my beart > . 


er, my Sponſe ;, thou baſk 14vi 
id he ſpeaks.as one raviſbed indeed, 

6. How fair arid pleaſant art thang; O: Louey 
* delight and Chap.'6. v.* 5- he acknows+ 


#0 ne from me, for they. have overcome: 
ea, | he has declared them to-be his 
lal. 132. 14. This: is my ref for ever, (lays 


eY here will 1 dwell, for F baue' defored; #-+ 


's ſpoken of Z;on,asa TypeoftheChurchz * 


d Sponſe of Chriſt, andhis. reſt 'inher 3” 


nd indeed they are his Reſt; his Soul/is at © /* 


eſt in them, in them is his higheſt-jow; 
ence that ſweet word, Zeph. 3.17. The 
eNfLord thy God, in the midſt of thee is mughty;, 

be will rejoyce over thee with joy ;, be will veſt 
088»: b1s love pon thee, he will joy over thee with 


gig; as much as to ſay, his whole reſt, : 


oface; anddelight ſhattbein thee. —Om-the i 


other hand, the Believer reſts and rejoyces 

in Chriſt, as in his Head and Hosband: I fat 
down wnder his ſhadow ( (ays the , Y e) 
yith great delight, Cant. 2: 3. She id ſua- 
Wwiter requieſcere ( as one expreſles it) lweetly 
Weſt, and repoſe her Soul in him: Her Soul 
as at reſt;and filled witit delight, great de- 


light, 
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. light, ſhe Iadgreat ſpringings of joy withi 


tr, and all this in Chriſt her Bridegrooin 
in his Perſon, in his Preſence, in his Pre 
- teftion, in the fruits of his Gtace and Loy 
And therefore it follows, and bis Frust w 
"ſweet to-my tafte 3 as if ſhe ſhould ſay; ( 
- with what joy, what ſolace, * what delighl' 
- >. and atisfattion-of Soul did I converſe wit! 
him; and feed upon him ! Thus in theſe 
Eſpouſals there is a mutual delight and 
tisfattion between Chriſt and Believers: an 
O how- feet is this / thismake this Eſpo 
fal to reliſh ſtrongly of Heaven, and to ſet 
the Soul down eyen at the Gate thereo | 
 "Dhusl have ſhewn you what this Eſpouſal 
|, or Marriage-relation between Chriſt andſſt\ 
. ec 


- = Þ = 
-  Brhievers is. 
ho od %4* - 
- Vp ; 
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CHAP.NE * 


» which the way and means of the at- 
compliſhwent of this Bſpouſal or Mat: 
riage-relation between Chriſt and 
Believers is enquired int), \4nA 4 
general account thereof given. 


- 
4.5 


et J : 
b | Aving ſeen ſomewhat of the nature'of 
al \ the Eſponſal or Marviage-relationbe- 
adſtween Chriſt and Believers, the next thing+ - 
o be enquired into is, How this Eſpouſalor - * 
Relation is made up andaccompliſhed; Ta 

be ſure, naturally we are all ſtrangers to it, 
and-unacquainted withit, being (as the 4- 
poſtle ſpeaks ) without Chriſt, that is, with- 
put union with him, or any ſpiritual Relat 

Dn to him, Epheſ. 2. 12\' But how then, 
and in what way'is it brought ahout !;jlg- - 
reneral, it is from Divine Grace, the Gracg 

of God in Jeſus Chriſt ating andlaying out 

t ſelf for us and upon vs; andit is from 

| WDivine Gracetwo wayes; or asthat Grace 
arries a double oppoſition with it. Fi-/#, As 

t ſtandz in oppoſition to any thing of worth 

| C Or 


fg 
1 
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-_ ordeſervings in us; and ſoit flowes from the 
riches of Divine Grace, as its only ſpring 
and Fountain; And, ſecondly, as that Grace 
ſtands in oppoſition to any thing of power 
or ability in us; and ſoit is effected by the 
Power ok Divine Grace as its Principle and 
Efficient : Accordingly take this General ir 
theſs two. Propoſitions - | 


" E.'Fhis Eſpouſal or Marriage-relation be- 
tween Chriff aid Behevers, flows from the 
Riches of Divine Grace, as its only Spring 
and Fountain: that any of the Sons of Men 
are' Married and Efponfed to Chriſt, isnc 
from aty thing of wofth or deſervings in 
tliem, - but purely and: intirely from free 
Grace and Love dwelling and working 1 
the heart: of God andi Chriſt towards them; 
and this account the Scripture gives usof it, 
Fer.2 r. 3. [have loved thee with an everluſt 
| iy love ; therefore with levmy kindweſs have 

ww -thee'- "as if he ſhould ſay, I have 

- _ drawn thee out of-thy ſins, out of thy un 
- belief, out of thy carnal reſts and: refuges 
and I have drawn thee tomy ſelf, uitouni 
ef and communion with my ſelf, into : 

_ Marriage-covenant and Relation with my 

felf « and att this from mine own free love 
that love, that kindneſs. that has been-in m3 
heart towards thee from eyerlaſting :. So a 
gain 


—_ 
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of the Sons of men, that thould 
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rain, Hof. 2.19. 1 will betroth thee unto me 
or ever 5 yea,' F will' betroth thee unto me in 
Highttouſneſs, and im judgment, and in loving 
kindneſs, and in mercies,” Mark, it is 
and loving kindneſs, which efpouſes Souls to 
Chriſt. God (ſays one upon this place ) 
bſpouſes us 10 Chriſt, ©  indked _there- 
anto by 10 merits of ours," but by his 
own goodneſs' and mercy. And indeed my 
Beloved, what have we, or what have any 


the 
otic or the other worthy of a con 
tioh to Chriſt, or that ſhould inviteand in- 
duce him to take us into ſuch a relation to 
himfelf” Have we Birth or Parentage'toin- | 
duce him? No alas! as to our ſtate, we are 
all of the brood of Hell, and-thence, as'fin< *' 
ners, we all haye our deſcent and original, 
Yobn; 8.744: Have we beabty and amiable= _ 
nefs* No; for weareall black and deformed 
in our {yes, we have the-fpirit of the De- * * 


Ml vil in vs, and the image ofthe Devikupon 


» oy 


ns': 'weare blind, and deaf, and dumb, and 
lame, and crooked : ſo the Scripture ſpeaks 
of vs it'our natural ſtate; We are all # our 
blood and gore; caſt out ins the: open field th 
the loathing of our perſons, EzeK. 16. 5,6. 
And as their caſe is repreſented, Iſa. 16. fuch 
is ours ſpiritually, Even from the ſole of the 
fort, to the crow: of the head, there is no 
C2 ſound. 


"28 The beſt' Match, Or - ' 
neſs 1145 ;' nothing but: wounds, :41d brusſes? 
and putrifying\ſores + Ini.a;word,, we arg all 
fin, and 'bave nothing but.\fin..-” Know. y. 0 
Spouſe of Chriſt, | ( ſays.one of the Anci- 
| ents) that thou hiſt nothing of .thy ſelf but 
- ſts, as for all_thy good things;..they are the 
-. Grate of thy Bridegroons, to-thee, to. whom 


* thirefore give, the glory of #.:. I ſay, ,we 
bk have ndthing but fins: and Is there any 
F +teauty, any comelineſs ig that to atract an 
Holy: Jeſus? Sorely no.,- Haye we Riches 

and . Treaſures? No 3 for indeed -we are 
poor, (1 and; miſerable, and blind; and naked, 
"Rev.3317; © Treafures,it,1strue, DAS 
butthey are blackones;; treaſures of hn and 
wickedneſs, treaſures of-guilt and wrath, 
which furely cannot render us worthy, -but 
"- moſtugworthy of ſach a Relation. , Have 
- we wikdomand parts:to inyke him ? No; 
& weare' altogetber brutiſh and. fooliſh, Jer. 10. 
8, Wife we. are.,: but #t is to, do ex1t;-..to do 
'  geod we have mo kyowleage. Jer; 4. 22. Haye 
we. love and-kindneſs in us towards him, 
good natere? No; for naturally we love him 
. not; yea, We tate. him, and are enemies to 
him; Z»k.19.14- We hate both him and the 
Father, as he charged the Jews of old; Yea, 
weareenmity-itielf to him, Rom. 8.7. We 
are enemies to his Perſon,. to his Kingdom, 
to his. Grace, to his Righteouſneſs, to his 
| Wayes, 


the Souls." Fſpouſal to Chriſt. 29 
Wayes, and tg all acquaintance and commu- 
nion with him: Thus we have nothing t0 
induce him to take vs into ſucha Relation- 
at thebeſt;- we'are but poor worms," whoſe 
Founddtion is in'the duſt : And what can It 
be, burfreeandrich Grace in Chriſt to:mar- 
ry andeſpouſe ſuch unto himſelf? 


62 
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11. This Eſponſal or Marriage-relation 
between Chriſt and Belieyers, 1s wrought. 
and effeed by the Power of Divine Grace, : 
as'its ptincipleand efficient: When Soulsare 
married and eſpouſed ro Chriſt risnot done 
by any power or ability of their own, nor 
yet by the power and cfficacy .of means and 
inſtruments} but *cis purely from the power 
and efficacy of Diyine Grace : Indeed, God 
makes uſe\ of Means and Inſtruments, he . 
makes uſe of the Goſpel and Goſpel-Mint- -. 
ſters for the eſpouſing of ſinners to his Son, 
and theſe are the only ordinary way and 
means whereby he:doth it ; therefore ſays - 
the Apoſth in my Text, (1) have eſpouſed 
you to one Huſband; that is, | by my Mint- 
ſtry, I by preaching the everlaſting Goſpel, 
have been an Inſtrument in God's hand tor - | 
your eſpouſing to Chriſt : but though God 
thus makes uſe of means and inſtruments in 
this Work, yet ſtill the Work it ſelf is from 
pure Grace, and to Grace doth Chrilt attri- 

| 'C3 bute + 
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bute,it, excluding all other power but this 
as ſufficient hereunto, 'Fohn 6. 44-'iNo man 
can come to meg,*Or believeon me, cloſe with 
me in'a: Marriage-Covenant, . except. the Fa- 
ther which hath ſent me draw hwm.; that is, 
- Except the power of Divine Grace; be put 
- Jorthvpon him inorderhereunto:thedraw- 
Ing Chriſt here ſpeaksof, is comprehenſive 
of the whole-bulineſs ; "it's the enabling of 
us to @me to Chriſt, to believe on him, anf 
ctoſe with him as our Head and Husband. 
It notes (as one obſerves) not any vio- 
'lentcoattion or conſtraint, but aſweer bow- 
ing ofthe Will, which in it ſelf was averſe 
from, and oppoſite to God and Chriſt, and 
withall, acarrying of the Soul to Chriſt and 
- an cnabling of him-to cloſe with him in 
this Relation: and this Chriſt aſcribes whol- 
ly tothe power of Divine Grace : the truth 
3s, in and of our ſclves we b2ve Ro power or 
- - ability for ſuch a work; we: are without 
- Ffrength, Rom.. 6. 5. Yea, when we arc 
- *brought into Chriſtby the power of Divine 
Grace; yet then, inand of our ſelves we 
" £4n da nothing ; So Chriſt tell us, Foh. 1 5. 5. 
Without me ye can do nothing. Yea when 
'we are brought into Chriſt, azd have had 
ſome communion with him ; yet we cant 
follow after him,'nor draw'one tittle nearer 
29: him, vplels a freſh” influence of Diving 
Tace 


+2. on. a. a ws a a MM. 


God,! the ſame exceeding greatneſs of the 


the Souls ſpouſal to Chriſh., 3x © 
Grace be put. forth upon us, <abiing us 
thereunto ; ſo much the Spoule was ſenlible 
of, and therefore prayes thus, Drawme,and 
we will run afeer thee, Cant: 1..4. ASit ſhe 
ſhould ſay, Lord in my felf Lcau't ſtir one 
foot towards thee but do thou pur forth * 
thy power in drawing of-me,. and then, and 
not till-then, ſhall I come nearer to-thee WM 
Yea, my Beloved, the eſpouling of Souls to "WM 
Chriſt, is not only the Aft or Work of Dis "i 
vine Grace, and the power of it; But: tis. 
the At or work of the-mighty power of 
that Grace ; *tis not an vrdinary Power that 
3s and 'mult be put forth therein, buteventhe 
greatneſs of the power of that Grace, a 
power no leſs than that which was put forth: 
inraiſng Chriſt from the dead : So the Apo--. 
ſtle tells us,. Epheſ. 1. 18. 19. 20. That you © 
may know ( ſays he) what is the exceeding "1 
greatneſs of his power to ns-ward, who believe } 
according to the wa: king of his mighty power "i 
which. be wrought in Chriſt, when be raiſet ; 
him from the dead. $0 then here is power, ! 
mighty power,the mighty power of Gadghe 
greatneſs of the mighty power-of ' God, the- M 
exceeding greatnels of the mighty power of WF 


mighty power of God which raiſed Chriſt” 
from the dead; and all put forth to enabk* 
us to belieye, nk coſe with Chrilt tw 

4 | A. 
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a Marriage Covenant. Thus this Work is 
every way from Divine Grace. But here 
more particularly, the enquiry-will be,what 
thoſe Attsor Works-of Divine Graceare, 
; by which poor ſinners come to be eſpouſed © - 
to Ctriſt ? 1 ſhall reduce them all to two 

Heads; they areeither, (firſt ) more remote, 
being Afts of Divine Grace put ſorth for us 


and towards us ; or ( feconely.) more near, 
being Ats of Divine Grace put forth inus W. 
and'vpon us- In the firſt, the Father and Je- 
ſus Chriſt work more immediately by and 
from themſelves : In the ſecond, they work 
\ by the influence and miniſtry of the Bleſſed 
' Spirit: Vle ſpeak alittle of each; 


22 
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0 
. /Pherein are contained the more remote 

WM As of Divine Grace, put forth more "ſ 
» If: , ?mmucdiately by the Father and Feſus 

; _ for us and towards us, in ordet 
| 70 the accompliſhment of the Eſpouſal Wh 
" between Chriſt and ns, = 


F*Here are ſome more remote Atts of >- 
Grace, Acts of Grace put iorth more 
immediately by the Father and Jeſus Chriſt, | 
for us,: and towards us in order to the ma- 
king vp of this Eſpouſal or Marriage-relati- 
on between Chriſt and; us ; - and of theſe 1 
ſhall mention, five, all which do neceſlarily 
concur,and have their influence jnto this bu- 
ſineſs, and indeed there is much.of the My. 
ſtery of God in them ; They arethele, 


I. God, the Father, marries an$Eſpouſes 
our Nargre to the Perſon. of, his Son, and 
thereby fits and prepares him to be an Huſ- 
band.fcr us ; this-God has done once for all, 
and the influence thereof concurs unto the 

accom. 
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* accompliſhment of the Eſpouſal between 
Chriſt and every. Believer... I ſhall illuſtrate 
this unto you, from that Parable Mar. 22. 
beo. where weread of 4 King who made a 
marriage for bis Sun; by which King we are 
toqnderſtand God the Father ; and by.bis 
Son, Jeſus Chriſt, the Eternal Son'of that 
. EternalFather.He;who proceededftombim 
by eternal genetation': God the Fatherthen 
-- I& here ſaid to make a marriage for his Son : 
- But, pray, who is the Spouſe? *tis obſerved 
by Divines,that the Spouſe is not here,men- 
tioned ; Who or what then is ſhe? *tis an- 
- 1wered, Chriſt has a two-fold Spouſe ; our 
Nacure, and the perſons of Believers; Both 
which may %e intended here, though the 
: frft chiefly and principally; and fo by the 
- Marriage here we are tounderſtand the Pey- 
fonal Marriage, the Marriage between the 
_ Perfon of the Son of God and ovr- Nature? 
and ſo Calvin and others expound it - This 
primarily, bor ſecondarily, and by. conſe- 
quence,the Spiritual 'Marriage,the Marriage 
between Chriſt and Beltevers; and we are 
to look on theoncas laying a foungation and 
making way for the other ': So that the 
- wholerefolves into this,that God theFather 
hath married and efpouſed oor Nature tothe 
Perſon of his Son in the hypoſtatical union, 
and thereby. has fitted and prepared him to 
be 
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be an Husbendfor us, and made -v forthe 


marriage of 6ur-perſons totis' 
Spiritual Union: And indeed, aahaly hor. | | 


Natore had been firſt married to hin 
one, - our perſons could never-poſh Fave 
been married to him-in the othery for rhe | 
Re oe he ry of 'Chrif CORHIGET Ke 
the Eternal Son, and ſ6as-God ,istoobiiigh 
and the diſtance bepwee® Hin 0-1 atd-ns 
great for -us to come to him; =1 
 enewith himina Marri a#e-retation:-C 
conlidered in his Macro CF, As 
is too bright an Object for us'to lbeK u 
much-moreto havefſo' near al uniotn to, i 
communion with 3 one- ſight of bin "ohws | 
conſidered , is enough to. ſwallow us 1 
and-eyen to overwhelm our Spirits" 
cannot thus fee hint” arid live -But "now - 
our Nature heing married and <ſpoaldd- | 
to his/Divine Perſon ; that is to ſay;hehav- . * 
ing aſſumed-our Nature into: vaion with | 
himſelf, as the eternal Son,which: the Bom - | 
gelift calls his being mae fleſh; Joh. 1:14 - +. 
And-the Apoſtle, b1s paytakeng of: fleſh and we. 
blood, Heb: 2: 14. Hereby the 6verwhehus 
ing brightneſsof#s Gloryis veiled; autltbe 


dreadful terror of his "dr ey rogerer | 


with the aftrighting £ 
and ns is taken away : Yes, Fercby js 
ry ts brought down "Gas onchathi 

CE 
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nn bebolding : Hereby tre has mar- 
uſly ſweetned; and ,endeared bimfelf to 
Us, and ads way'for us for a free acceſs to 
"i | and the neareſt union and communion 
:\ Hence Divines give this as one 


might thereby become a fit Husband for his 
& ps e; and they Might be capable of union 
; communion. with him, : Therefo:£ 
* .(asa- Learned Man has Obſerved) Was 
w. Sor of God Made Man, -that he might 
bea true 6 Bridegroom for the Church; 
and; 'ris rightly obſeryed by Diyines, that in 
Ovid proprceoſ ſpeech,neither the Father, 
oly-Spirit,but the Son, the ſecond 
oe in Trinity, is the Churches ' Bride- 
* groom; and they giyethisrealon for it, be- 
' cauſe he-only was made; Man, he only was 
- Jncarnate.' Q, bad notthe Son of Gud been 
Incarnate, had he not (2s Auſtin's expreſſion 


Womb-of the Virgin, none of vs had ever 
been: capable of ſuch a priviledge, ſuch an 
happineſs, as aTonjugal-union and.commu- 
nion with him. That therefore is the vrth 
dud Grace in this buſineſs. 


.H, God the Father giyes Chriſt untothe 
Soul, and the Soul to Chriſt; he gives Chriſt 
. foranHeadand Husband to the Soul, and he 

. giyc S 


F Reaſon of Ehriſts incarnation, that he 
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IS). marreed-our Nature to bimſelf in the 
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oivesthe ſoul fora Bride orSpouſe toChriſt. -- 


him for us ; he gave him tobe Incarnate, to 


the Souls. Efpoafal:to Ohrift. 39 * 


(Firſt) He gives Chriſt for an wy, ial 
band to the - Soul, - in Fobn 4: 10.. Chriſt-is _ 
called. the.Gift of God: And how the Giſtof . 
God? two ways, ( Firſt,,) in that he gave 


ſoffer, .to bleed,t0.dyey to be made-ſin and” 
a curſe for us-; he gave himas an, Offeri | 
and a- Sacrifice for us:;-and  ſecondly)-in 
that hegiveshimalloto vs; He givesbimto 
be an Head and Husband to-us:: Henre *tis 
ſaid, That be gave kim to be. Head to; the 
Church, and. ſuch an Head as'bas the-com- 
mand and diſpoſe of all things. ;.. He gavt 
bim te be Head over all :1ings' tothe Gharehy 
Ephel. 1. 22. both in the Council of his WW 
from Eternity, andalſointhe Actor Work 
of .his Grace. here in . Time,., be PP fot 
Chriſt tos: And Q bow zichly and glotis 
ovuſly-dotb his Grace ſhine forth herein Jn * 
giving Chriſt tons; he giveshis beſtand;his 7 
deareſt ;, for he has nothiag better, nothing 
dearerto him.than his Chrilt-(asafterwards 
may. be ſhewn. ) (.Secondly)); He gives-the 
Soul for a Bride or Spoule to; Chrilt-: Bes 
lievers . (you know ) are. often ſaid-to:b 
givenby the Father to. Jeſus Chriſt ; M4 Fa- 
ther which: gave'them me (ſays Chriſt: con- 
cerning Believers) is greater than all, Joh.1 0. 
"> & 
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|  And' thine they were, -and thou gaveſt then 
Joh: 19.6. with many other places which 
| mice be mentioned.” God gives all the E- 
ke&to Chriſt to be his Sponle,he gives then 
to him. (firſt) in the eternal - purpoſe and 
— ebunſelof his Grace ; in the day of eyer 
- Laſting love, when God firſt ſer his heart up 
| DOnhischoſen ones, then gaye he them to his 
- Son; and will'd their:union-to him in aMar- 
. Tiage-Covenant;. and he gives themto him 
alſo' (ſecondly ) in the Work of Vocation, 
. which makes way for the working of Faith 
in/Ch#iſt in the Soul. The Father (ſays he)! 
bath river this: Sponſe to his Son (ſpeaking 
of his Church) and joyns her to bim by 4 
Sprrar. And, my Beloved, without this Act. 


'- of Grace put forth by God towards us, the 


Matchwould never be made between Ohriſt 
and-any*poor Soul ; for this indeed is that 


” which brings the Soulto Chriſt - Sonnch 


Chriſt himſelf tells us, John 6: 37; All that 
the Father giveth'me, ſhall come to me. Mark, 
4s the. Fathers giving us to Chriſt; that 
brings' us to him; and were we not by the 
Father-given tohim, we ſhould neyer-come 
toghim believing ; ; and if we never caine 
to him by believing, there could neyer be a 
Matriage-union and relation between him 


_—_ 7 
ILL, Chriſt: 


e 


ch of the. Fathers Gift; 


E. 
nd 


PE, Lute Eipou/al to , Crip. EX 


141; Chriſt readily approvesand 
ing wilipgs; 
longinglydeſirons to eſpoule Anne mg 
mIſelf, whom his Father gives him in Order 
thereunto.. In the making up of a Marri- 


age; *ris not enough that the' Father gives- - 
ſuch or ſack an one to his/Sen; and his Sor - 


to her; but ar pm ning aryrewn— 
the Son 3 wg >; rove and accept of the 
Fathers Gift 

approves and accepts of the Fathers Gift; 
theFather wills histaking ſuch andiſuch poor: 
ſmners to Wife, and accordingly gives him 


to them, and them to him, and:/the Willof. | 


Chriſt falls in with,; and is conformedtothe. 
Will of the: Father hereia, and ſarthe Match- 
goes on: this.you. have ny held erty ms 


John 6. 37. Al-that the Father _ 


me. 'tometh unto me ; and timlt 

to'me,- I will im no wiſe caſt ont: Mark, Hera 
are among others; two things. | 1; Here is 
the Fathers giving of poor ſinfersto Chriſt, 
and therein his will and confent- that they 
ſhould be eſpouſed to- hint. that-in theſe 


words, - All that the* Father bath: \gfuen” me. 


2. Here is Chriſts approbationand accepta- 
tionof this Giſt of the Father, wigh his will. 
and confent'to eſpouſe tliemtobimſelf;cbar 


in theſe words, Ard him that comerbuntame,g 


1 will in tb wiſe Taft: 68 -; that 18, Þwill aſ- 


Joes Chriſt here, he "4 


ſuredly | 
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ſuredly receive him, and accept of him; 1vit 
will take him into a conjugal uniorl and re. hc 
| lationto my felt.Chriſt here plainly declares 
his acceptance of the. Father's Gift, givingÞ\N 
- Poor ſinners to him to be his Spouſes. Tis a 
great ſaying, & ſutable to this I amſpeaking; 
. which Thiave'read in a great Divine; 'T he 
eternal, will and good pleaſure of God- pre- 
ceder ( ſays he) but Chriſt the Brideproom 
cannot but will the ſame thing which the Fa. 
ther wills; his Will is conformed to the Fa-Þ 
thers, and therefore does he accept us as his Þ' 
Spouſe.” Ina word, in this ACt/of: Grace, 
Chriſt's Language is ſuch as this;Father,toſt 
thou giverſuch and ſach: poor ſinners to me? Þ!V; 
an4is itthy Will, that they ſhould beeſpon- F 
ſedto me? Content; I do freely accept of 
them,and am willing toeſpouſe them ro my 
felſ for ever -*ris true,they.are poor warth- 
le6i Crearures, altogether unſutable to my 
dignicy and greatneſs; but Father they are F 
thy Gift; and 1 acceptof them as ſuch ; true, 
there"isino beauty in them that I ſhould 
\ deſire them, :buttheyarethy Gift. and | will 
* - marry them-aud make then beautifui ; and 
+ Qh what Grace is this! 0 


IV. The Lord Jeſus Ghriſt not-only ap- 
proves and accepts of the Fathers Gifr, but 
moreoyerhe redeemsthem thusgiyen to him 

= with 


« 
x. MF 


the Stpls."Efpouſal tb Chiift. ax 3 
'Fvith the price of his own Blood;heranſoms 
. them from Sin, and Death, and Hel}, where. 
$Þoto in themſelves they were all in bondage, 
o $#hich alſo neceſſarily concurs to the: ac+ 
2 Coivpliſhment of the eſpouſal between. him 
- od them. - ? Tis Obſerved by ſome, that in 
-Fhe Eaſtern-Conntries, it was the'manner 
; Yor men to buy their Wives; and indeed fo 
; ouch ſeems to be intimated inthat Meflage 
.Þf Saul to David, 1 Sam. 18.25. whete, 
, F'hen he would perſwade David to marry 
 $'is Daughter, in pretence at leaſt, he ſends 
{1m word, that he deſired not any Dowry, 
, Þut ſo and ſo: It ſeems then, that: it-was 
 Þſual to expett a Dowry, The ſame alſo 

ppears by the practice of Shechem, Gen,34. 
' $1. 12. where being in love with Dinah,'Fa-' 
 $-'s Daughter,he profered to givea Dowry 
or her ; Give me ( ſays he) but thy Damoſel 
o Wife, and atk me never ſo much Dowry 

vd Gift, and I will give it thee, To be 
ireſs *tis here, Chriſt buys all his Spouſes, 
nd gives a vaſt Gift for them ; Chriſt in- 
leed is in love with poor ſinners, given him 
y the Father, and defires to marry themto 
imſelf; but he muſt buy them if he means 
0 have them, and buy them he does, and at 
| dear rate 3 he gives a great Dowry for 
hem,.even his Life, his Blood, his Glory, 
ind all for a time : Hence he is ſaid ro grue 


bimſelf 
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 bimſeif for as, Ephel. 5.25. and to parchaſſn 
« by his Blood,. AC$ 20. 28. Hence we ar 
ſaid to be buaghe by-hva with 4 price, With Sor 
_ great price,a price of meſtimable value;eve$!16 

bis own; moſt precious ' Blood, 1 Cor. 6. 2: 
[The caſc lies thus, -the: Elect, as well as off 1 
thers, were all gone.meo Captivity, ſold ani} in 
der-fin and Satan, in bondage to Death ano 
Hel,and; Wrath, which is the condirion one 
allby Natore; andif Chriſt willbave then; 
as his Spouſe, he muſt ranſom and redeen}Qf 
them from all ; which accordingly hedoesþre 
he bleeds, he dies, be gives himſclf a ranſorſger 
> Fforthem, in order t@the marrying of thenkhe 
+ £0 hbimfelf > He. had jadeed a'mind' to Tknd 
Spouſe among the Children of Men,and waſunl 
m._love with them from all eternity, as haſt; 
himſelf tcHs us, Prov.8. 41. and & in lovfwo 
wichthem, as that he does in effett ſayuntQhin 
the Father, as Shzrhern did ro Facob, Ah Mifor 
Weuer fo much Dowry, & Imilk give tt. Whyſthe 
My-Son, ſays the Father, if thou- wilt havſreſ 
them, and*Marry them to thy felf, 'thofſwe 
muſt' give thy Blood, thy Life for themſof 
thou muſt redeemthem from Sin,and Deatlthe 
and Hell, whereunto they are in Bondageſhas 
 which-can't be done by leſs than by giviniioy 
thy ſelf aranſom for them : allwhich Chriffanc 
ts ptto, and- complies with, and tlidf}an 
With delight, freely giving bimſelfforet 'y I, 

WR n 


the Sonls \Eſpeaſal to Chriſt. 43 
«And ohi what Grace is this! Oh to giveſuch 
Spice for fuch a Spouſe4 a-price ſo great, 
| For a Spouſe To black and unworthy 3 this is 
e&lorious Grace indeed. q 
FF V. Chriſt makes-love to them, tendefs 
0B imfclf unto their embraces, and withal 

$7 ooeth them for their Acceptance of him, 
nd that with the greateſt and nioſtafleh- _ 
nate importupity ; How much ſoever it has 
Folt Chriſt ro redecnipoor finners,a0d how 
SÞreat 4 Dowry ſoeverke has giventor them 
mer they are _tonwilling ro clele within, 
They haye no inind;. ho heart Chriſtward, 
and fo the-Match ts not like to be made vp. 
AJunleſs ſomething further be done; therefore 
Tater all, Chriſt (as ove phrafes it!) comesA 
Jwooing to them, de makes love, offering 
imſelt tothem, andearneftiyſolicitesthem 
lor their love and acceptance; he importunes 
them, and that in ſuch a way, as-it he were 
efolved to take nodenyal ; if Ez, 16.8 
we read of a rimeof love, a time (thats) 
got Chriſt's making love to ſinners lyipgan 
Wtheir blood and-gore. And indeed; Chriſt 
Jhas his times of love, times when he makes 
glove, and offers himſelf with all hm Rickes 
and Treaſures to .peor : finners; whenhis 
langyage-to them is,' Behald me, behold me, 
[la. 65-1, and look. unto meg: aud bt Joſe 
Vea. 


, 
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ved all ye ends of the earth, Ila. 45.'2 MM 
Now he comes, Ad tells over the ſtories c 
his love tothem, how much he has done an 
- ſuffered for them, how much his defire i 
towardsthem, what great things he will be 
ſtow upoin'them, and inſtate them into, ani 
all towinandallore them to himſelf, to gai 
their love arid conſent to accept of him, an 
to be his in. a' Marriagc-Covyenant. Tim 
was when-Chriſt-came and did this himſe 
in perſon ; when he'ſfood; and cryed, if an 
man thirſt let him. come unto me, und drink 
John'7. 37. © Time was, when in his own. 
perſon he importuned poor ſinners from day * 
to day,he madelove to them timeafterrimg | 
as he did { you know ) to Fer»/alem, Marth wo 
23. 39 For ſome vears together he woge*® 
them, and offered himſelf and his Grace tc 
them in his own perſon ; and though h{* 
does not now come in perſon, yet as Davilis 
ſent his Servants to Abigail, to communi" 
wich her, and to acquaint her with this pur{ 
poſe.and deſire to rake ber ro Wife, 1 SamP” 
25.39. So Chriſt ſends us his Servants, hig 
Miniſters to poor ſinners to commune withf”** 
them,and to declare the love and purpoſesot 
his heaft towards them, and to woo the 

for him; yea,and as Ambaſſadour: for Chriſt 
we do woo poor Souls; and as mm Chriſt 
ſtead, beſerch them to be reconciled to God, te 
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the Souls Zſpaufal 'to'Chrift. 45. 
Ive up their Names and Sauls to Chriſt in 
Marriage-Covenant, 2 Cor. 5. 20. And--- 
cauſe we can Prevail nothing by and of 
Pur ſelves upon the 'Spirits of men in this 
Treat Matter, Chriſt over.andabove, ſends 
is own blefied Spirit to woo them, and 
'Hain\ uÞof them ,\.making. them - willing in. 
be-day,of his peer, -Plal- 140,.3./ And this 
"A:adsmeto the conliderationof thoſe other 
\tts of Grace in this byligeſs,, wherein the 
"Father and Jefbs Chriſt, work by the. $ kie 
Jn us and upon us for the making vpo 
Match between Chriſt and vs: Only ;b 
Fay, letusſtill ſce and admire the Graceof 
Th en to, poor ſigners. -O. tha 
* bould)woo ſuch poor vile Creatures: 
$£c, and nonp"FRr4g t085 /- Should; you 
Ling, a great King, wooin 
- ng. ws rbſelf 1 Ho. ns foes 
w vantst F10þ oe j 
| EhSrans Ree ad int 
"Pe great Grace-: but yy CY 1s thidg to 
ſhe Grace of Chriſt, , in. condeſcendj 
i Hs as We $5 linners 19108 a RF 
00 oy 
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CHAP. V. 


Which gives an; accoant of thoſe (whiclþo 
wa. d call) "more near  Atts of Grace 
© which the Father and Feſus Chriſt bp 
| my Pi ao put dp: us 4nd *: ro 
. ws for the effetFing of the. Eſpouſal, 
-4 berreen Chriſt: and. ns. . | 


TD IvineGrace hasnot yet done itswotk #- 

K/ no,thereareother Adts which it doesJ/sr 
andmoſt-pur forth, "if evet the Marriage bque: 
made npberween Chriſt ands; and theſeÞtc 
al more'near,  becanſe they are wronghEinm 
os and upon os, 'and do more intmedtitetyth 
ondyceto th tying of the Marriage-Knot a: 
etweerr Chfiſt and the Soul: And aviitheAl 
brmer, the Father and Jeſus Chriſt wroughtÞe 
rote immeGately of andby themſelves ; ſoſhe 
in theſe the bleſſedSpirits influence comes in;J <a 
and his Grace Thews its ſelf, they in theſe] 50 
acting by him; and the truth is, the Match on 
is all all this while but half made : but nowſſ de 
God comes, and by his Spirit working inca 
" andvuponthe Soul, carries on, and compleatsÞ « 
it; 


the Souls Eſpouſal to'Chript. ty © 
tx no palm gps eng —_ 
\ race: x 

[. The Soul is, by the Spirit of God, di- 
ed from its old Husband, the Law, and 
iereby is firted and prepared for an eſpouſal 
cogo Chriſt > Naturally: we are all Married to 
e Snother Husband, even to the Law, and we 
;Fruſt bedivorced f OF WE Carl ever 
© married and efpon(ed to Chriſt :Somucts 
he Apoſtle clearly holds forth, Rom. 5; 4 
I brefore, my Brethren, ye alfo' are betome 

ad ro the Law "the Body of RED 

d be to avather, even td bims 
raid fromthe dead, char" we 4 
MJ, rth fe awo'God.:: AHI, 

fro anorber ;, the Law thenwasthcis Harbamd, 


ec which they. we andvhat they 
wmauſt be deadto; addivorced Groen; nes 


7: ro would be mazrieU rey as 
lays he, (for: "tis his own Argument an 

4Allufion in verf-2/and 31.) av@ Wor can't 
be the-Wife of tio Husbandsar once; buy 


her prefent Hosbaad muſt bedead beforeſhe 
n:}can be maryied toanother : \{@weirher anva_ 
ſz] Soul be Efpoufed to:theſe two-Hyybandsat 
hl once, the Law-and Chriſt, but he muſt he 
wi dead toy.or divorcedifronm the one;\e*rE he 
are 


ind can be married/to theother: Obſerve; ye 
tsl dead to the Law ; What 1s-it to be —_— 
t; e 


» 
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'. the Law, or :divorced/fromthe Law.?/ To 
be dead tothe Law, is to have no hope,no 
expeCation of Life and Righteouſneſs by 
the Law: . Tis:to be ſenſible, that the Law 
- cannot-fave us z yea there is morein it than 
{o.:Tobe dead:to the, Law, is ta'ſee our 
ſelves deal by the Law; 'tis to ſee our ſelves 
loſt and condemned by the Law, for fin as 
reſſion thereof; and thus-we mult 
all bedead to the Law, or divorced from the 
Law; er-we. cannot be: Married to;-Chriſt. 
Now-this:the.Spirit of .God effects by a 


divorces the Soul from the Law by the Law, 
{cience::Thisthe Apoſtle Feltin his own Soul, 
1 through the Law (fays he)- thatis, the Spi- 
rit:of: Got! bringing home the Law to my 
Conſcience; \4m dead to'rbe Law, Gal.2.'1 9. 
S0:aghin,: Rom. 7: g.' 1 was alive withont the 
Law wnce;' but when the Commandment came 
fm revivtd,'/ and 7 dyed. » I'was alive with- 
qut the Law once, that is; I thought my ſelf 
tobe alive,; Iapprehended my ſtate to be 
gaod and happy ; bur this was without the 
Law, z,” e;'before the Spirit of God, bythe 
mlaiftry of the Law, convinced me of my 
kg and-miſery ; therefore it follows, when 
tng Commandment came fin revived; aad 
idycd+5.c. when the Law came in its con- 
7:5 VINCINS 


work'of the Law upon the Conſtience: Hef j 


2 


- 


the Souls Eſpouſal to Chriſt. "49 "- 
vincing power through the Spirit, upon! my 
4 Sonl, Ag I ſaw my ſinful, -dead,- and - 
i ſerable ſtate*: thus was he himſelf divorced © 
| from the Law. that he might be marriedto 
| Chriſt: the ſom is this, the Spirit of God 
i comes and ſhews the Soul-the (tritneſs and 
| holineſs,the purity& ſpirituality oftheLaw, 
|| and makes him ſenſible how wo A Duty 
F is that it requires; how impoſfible it is'for 
|| him to keep it, and how many ways he has 
.{ broken it ; he withal lets him ſee the dread-. 
if falneſs of thatcourſe & condenmmationit has 
| juſtly Haid bim-under for the breachthereof; 
| and thus he is divorced fromit : and thists -. 
- | all one with the Spirits convincing us of fin, +” 

and our loſt and miſerable cqndition by rea- - +» 
ſon thereof; which is ( you know) hisfirſt 
work in order to Faith, and ſo to our efpoy- #* 
ſing to//Chriſt,' Fob. 16, 8.” ' Thus by the 
Spirit.of God the-Soul is divorced froxtithe 
Law, he is taken off from all expedtations 
of life and happineſs, by that, and is made 
to ſee;his own finfulneſs, and fo his infinite * 
needof Chriſt, wheteby he-is fitted for this 
other and/vetter Husband. 

#3 34 | 


II. The Soul being thus divorced from 
the Law, and fo fitted and prepared'for 
Chriſt, then the Spirit of God reveals and 
offers the Lord Jeſus - ag in wept 

; tne 


- . 


x Uo” 1 


Ft *% SL, , p 


" bw wu 4 C0 CD CD 1, 5 » @% - 4 


© UY 


£4 The bef Mar, or 


" the Goſpel, as a_hetter Husband to him : 
"- Now the Bleſſed ſpirit, comes, and does as 
Abrahams Servant did, who was fent totake 
- awite for Iſaac ;- he told Rebecea of his' Ma- 
' fters Greatneſs, of bis Flocks, and bis Herd; 
' bis Silver and his Gold, bis men-ſervants wy 
bis maid-ſervants, and withal, thar be had 
given all to Iagc, Gen. 24. 35, 36+: $0 the 
Spirit of God now ſets before the Soul-the 
riches and the greatneſs, the beauty and the 
excellency of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt -; he tells 
Kage afull,-what a ſweet; what a rich, 
-anamiable one he is, and withal, ten- 
; him 10 his embraces ; he reveals and 
him to him, as one fullof Grace and 
ryth; -as one-that has all fulneſs, dwelling 
in bim, all fulneſs of Life and Peace, -of 
| Eur and Salvation, as One: every, 
- way able-to ſaye him to the; yery utmoſt, 
_— that which Chriſt calls his Gonvin- 
"74h; the Herydnf Rightpouſneſs, John. 16.. g. 
he reveals. and- offers, him; to: him-in' the 
* ranſcendent- Beauty,Excellency. and Amia- 
A bleneſs of his Perſon on theone hanud;asalfo 
» inthe glorious fulneſs, largnols; &Cufficiency 
- of his Grace and Righteouſneſs on the other 
hand; T hus (fay he)reveals and Qbriſt 
unto the Soul, and withal, opens his Glory, 
and cauſes it to ſhine. forth before him: ſo 
_ That Row The Soul ſees that in Chriſt, -that 


fulneſs, | 


Qian = Hm > 05H ©GnT = 


-_ 


> Ws | Bfoiſat' " , ehoip.. © *, 


fulnefs, that beauty, "that loye;;that'am »; 
blzneſs, that ſwcetneſs, lor thi al A 
© | before, Chriſt isnow another OCT. 
= | Souls eye than ever before he was: 

'3 $ Soul, as thoſe Fobr 1; 14. Behold his pb 
4 Yar the Glory” of the only: ROY Son Fe. 


F 
grace and truth : Yea, not only 
© I reveal Chrift unto ao: ov I fixes 


Is Fceltent and amiable O 
b Fnitely needful for him 
In Q ſeeing of the eh ant; IT 
lieving ; 3 whoſoeueh CEN the Soul, 
olieveth on him, ſalt have err rf es | 
8 | John-6. 45: *Phe bleſſed Spirit dei s bythe 
f | Soul hereia, as God by the Abgel 9" F n- 
| Hager, Gen-31.19; IS weneh- © 
sf bereyes, and. e ſay 4 
fe relief She was ma,very diſte Sel 
2« [as you may ſee ver.15;15: RP SF lets neſs bo. 
© [ſheand her Child both in a periſhing condi +7! 
-|tion, being inthe Wildernels; and her War” 
Oſter in the Bottle being ſpent: Now God i 
YIſhews her a Well of Water ; "whence the © 
|] fetchesa full ſupply., So. here, the poor. ſoul. 
t| having been under the capviacing power of 3 
51 the Law, ſees himſelf ina wofvl; miſerable, 
0 diſtreſſed conditton: ; wherevpon he i is ſuffof_ - | 
It bircernels, crying _ vrith Pagar, How ſhall 
2 1 


'. « 


'- comes, and. © 


-I.ſee the Child die? How can I bear it to pe- 
* Tiſh eternally? But now the Spirit of God 
«0, e his eyes, and fhews him 
- Chriſt, and Chriſt as infinitely ſutable to 
him : Look, fays the ſpicit to the foul be- 


aSayiour for thee, a Husband for thee, ano- 
ther and a better Husband than the Law 
couldever have been, even the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, whois infinitely able to pay all thy 
Debts, to ſupply allthy Wants, to heal all 
thy Wounds, torelicve all thy Diftreſles, to 
| don all thy Sins, to ſatisfic all thy Deſires, 
"to anſwerallthy Love, and to give thee per- 
- himſelf for ever; Look, here he is, here he 

js in the promiſe, bere he is inthe Covenant, 
” - -Here he is inthe Tender & Inyitation of the 
© - Golpel; bere he is at the very door of thy 
{ "heart, knocking and calling for admiſſion 


© -thereunto, Kev. 3.20, Here he is with his 


- Arms wide open to receive and embrace 
* thee; andthatnotwithſlanding all thy vile- 
- neſs, linfulneſs, and unworthineſs : Look 
> . therefore to him and be fayed. 


- 111. Withthis Tender andReyelation of 
Chriſt unzo the. Sonl, the Spirit of God 


comes 21d works a ſecret love and longing 


* - Ithic Sovlaiter Criſt; be does not pony 
: . .N =" 


OY 


pi lat deſolate and undone, look, here is {| 


— 


the Souls Ffpouſal to Chriſt. \ LA 
naked tender and revelation of Chriſt only» -; 
to the Soul ; for that were not enau | 
he withal gives him a ſecret touch, whereby 
he is made to breath and long after Chrilt, 4 


tomove alittle Chriſt-ward ; He drops a lit 


tle Myrrh upon the handle of the Lock; 254... 
wi, whereby he is drawn out in holy 
Longings and Breathings after ſweet. Jeſiis; 
as you know the caſe ſometimes was with 
the Spouſe, Cant. 5. beg. and this the Scrip- © + 
ture calls an hungring and thirſting after 
Chriſt, and. has a bleſledneſs annexr'to it, 
Mac, 5.6. and frequently elſe where. Yea,  * 
ſuch is that ſecret touch, whichin and with. * 
thoſe tenders and revelations of Chrilt: the - 
Spirit of God gives the Soul, as that” (like * 
that of the Loadſtone to the Needle which . - 
ſets it a trembling, and will not-ſuffer it r6 - 
reſt, till it ſtands folly pointed Chriſt-ward,*? 
yea, till it finds.it {elfin the very boſom and-” 
embraces of that Beloved; 'tis indeed fuch-4; 
as by degrees makes the Soul /ickoflovramd 7 
longings after Chriſt} Cant. 5. 8. and he * 
cries out for Chriſt, .as Rachel ſometimes 
did for childzen ; Give me children (laid - + 
ſhe) or elſe T die : So give me Chriſt, fays * 
the Soul, or elſe Ide, I periſh, aod that for 2 
ever : In a word, nothing but -Chraſt will + 
{arisfie tint; ſend him tothe creatures, ſend, 
him to his own duti&&and feryices, ſendhing 
W323 to- 4 


SOIL $4 beft \Match, 'Or, . 
hishigheſt accompliſhments and attain- 
-  Mentsand without Chriſt they will not do; 
| ki allt tee he accounts but as dunt, as ders 
, thAtbe may-win Chriſt, Phil. 3.8. In- 
; Heaven andEarth, with all the fulneſs 
ao, are nothin rohim without Chriſt, 
; /nnion with Chriſt : his language now 
_— Chriſt, Chriſt aboye ten thouſand 
£ Words 'O that Chriſt were mine! © that 
' > Fhad-union with him !- O- that 1 were in 
bisembraces !: O how happy are they that 
are married to-him ! and how. happy ſhould 
v OWL call bim mine4-This I fay is his 
F guage, and when -once it comes to this, 
things work well indeed, then the 
=> isina ood forwardnels, there being 
* bat an hairsbreadth, as it. were, between 
*Chriſt-and the Saul... Therefore, - 


IV. The Soul being thus inclined Chriſt- 
Es and. drawn forth in holy Longings 
after Union and Communion with him ; the 
E Bpanit of God comes.and enables him-to 
* believe, he carries. the Soul to. Chriſt in a 

ray of believing, whereby. he Actually 
Fr "Uoles with-him, and is Eſpouſed unto him 
* *For, my Beloved, *tis Faith which ties 
;." the, Marriage- Knot, and makes vp the 
 Marriage-Union between Chriſt and vs: 
| Hznce Chriſt- is {aid to YM in our bearts 


_ Y ! 


- A 2 
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| : 


he Salts 's "Bfpbnſed t ro Chr 


- | oy Faith, Eph. 3. 17+ Chriſt's a | ni 
; | in our heartsy notes the neareſt Union nd- 
- | Communion between him and us :: And how |: 
comes he thus to dwell in our hearts? why, © 
| by Faith, by our believing on him : Hence 3 
,| allo Chtiſt tells vs, That he that eaterhs bis 3 
| fleſh, and drinkgth his blood, dweelleih in him, 4 
| | andbe in him, John 6. 56. By eating Chriſts | 
| Fleſh, and drinking his Blood, is* 
| 
J 


our believing owhin, and ſo pry”: | rt 
Ppoundsit; for he makes wap Nuws'> 2 
ofhim nd belieringoohim ox drag | 
out that Chapter : Now (ſayshe) Hethat + 
eateth my_ fleſh, gl drankgth my blood, awet, * 
| leth in me, "F Tin him; «© 1s: Fs, | 
; | the neareſt Re CONE ith 1Mmec=<, 
| *tis Faith thei (you ſee) that pe 
eſpouſes us to- Chriſt : Faith gi 
inlet into the Soul, and it gives the St 
inlet into Chriſt, and ſo they-are made ole,” 
and married rogether. By believing Gy | 5 
conſent'to take Chriſt, and act lo take | 
him for our only. Head: and H Tor .. 
ever ; andſo the Match is ade gd 
him and us : We. by Faith -( ſays a Learned * 
Man) wrought in us by the holy Spirit, do con» + 
femt unto this marriage with Chriſt + - Chrilt, * 
as you heard before, conſent$thereunto ; 3 as" 
God he conſented hereuntofrom all eternity, 
and as Man he conſents-hereunto in time. 


— 


ed _ 


a ©*-The beft Watch, or, vos 


Fora Divines obſerve, Chriſt hath adou. 
/ill, bis Divine and Humane: with the 
| firſt;he conſented to this Eſpouſal frometer- 
*  DILy ; With the ſecond he conſents hereunto 
= 2-Time, and never changes therein. Now; 
- a; Chriſt gives his conſent, ſo we mult allo 
| give oprs, which we do by believing in hjm; 
E.. f; which'therefore the Match.is made vp 
” bHetween him and us. Now, there is a three» 
-. fold Att of Faith, which the Spirit of God 
" 'worksin the Soul, whereby he more eſpe- 
b: cially Voſs with Chriſt, and is Eſpoyſed un- 
| To. him,. made one with him in a Matriage- 


. An At of Choice or Ekdion. 
S IL An Att of Truſt or Dependance. 
- BL _—_ AQ of {; Pargpapicn © or -Sub- 


R- 1 
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T. > ArAQt of Choice or Fletion - Ia the 
=; £ Work of Believing,the Saul is by the 
- £3 piGod made ſolemnly and deliberate- 
$res >:chuſe Chriſt as his only head and Huſ 
{ hand; bis; Lord and Saviour,. being. thus 
- oftered to him inthe Goſpel, Choice or E- 
 Jeiop,as the School-men tell ns, js an Act 
+ of the, Will, whereby it pitches upon ſome 
| one thitg, & Prefers that before all others in 
—order tofnch or ſuch an end: Accordinglywe 
| es; conceiye of this A& of Faith we are 
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— EI... 
the Souls Efpouſal to Chriſt.” 7 
ſpeaking of: It lies thus, the Will is by the 
Spirit of God ſweetly and powerfully de-- 
termined upon Chriſt,preferring himtoran' : 
Head and Hnsband,a Lord and Saviour be=. / 
fore all others : It ſingles him out, as it were, 
fromall others, whether perſons or things, in. 
Heaven and Earth, and embraces him asthe: 
beſt Husband, the beſt Saviour, the beſtLord?. 
There are others which make Loye tohitm;. 
and tender themſelyes to his embraces, as 
Sin, Self, the Law,the World with'jts entice- 
ments ; bat he paſſes by all, yea, rejects all 
with loathing and indignation,” and pitches * 
upon Chriſt as infinitely beſt, ſayingto him,” 

I will have nont in Heaven but thee 5 and ws 
is none upon” Earth that 1 deſire in compariſon” © 
of thee.” This the Cert cas mean I 
a laying hold upon Chriſt, Prov. 3. 13." Some aff 
times a receiving or embgacing ef Chriſt, Joh. 9 
14 12. ' *Tis true, in the Work of Faith,” 5 
Chriſt is and-mvuſt be received into the mk 
derſtanding ; but heis moſt properly 2id.(6  Wh*: 
be received into our Will and 'Aﬀections?” 
Chriſt in the Goſpel is revealedand offered! 
to the Soul with al} his' Riches, Fulnefs,”- 
and Perfettions; hgis tendered to lit; as” 
afoll, a mighty, anduttermoſt Saviour, ag* © 
one who has not only an infigite falneſs- 
and ſyfficiency'in him rortdeetn& live, bor... - 
alfo/an infinite ſatablenefs and -amiableneſe< * 
% Bi 5. in 


{1b } pm ih Jelight aes fat and 
/ accordingly the accepts a aces 
” him, he cleaves jg and. faſtens-upon 
| him; - reſolving to.have none but him alone: || tc 
| his language. of him. now 13s,; There is none || ar 
| like Chgjſt, no head like this Head, no huſ- || fo 
þ- bard li this Husband, no-Sayiour like this || ye 
- Sayiourfor my Soul This is the Head; the || of 
Pp band, the Saviour that I need, and-that || tx 

indeed my. Squl defies. No love. like bis | 
' Love, no beauty like his Beauty, no blood | ti 
} like his Blood, no righteouſneſs, like his th 
Y 3 merge no. fulneſs like bis-Fulneſs ; | ti; 
; therefore,andhealone ſhall bemy Head, | ir 

my.Hosband, my Saviour, and my Al for | 

: LE Sweet Jeſus (ſays he) doſt- thou. | of 
' - xender thy ſelftar,an Head and Husband to. | tj 
"me,.and art thou willing tobe embraced by. | ht 
F 13% ?*Lo then 1.do. with my. whole Soul ac- | fir 
RUDE thee, and$tbat for all timesand in all | y; 
Or bolt hallthine Holineſs as well as | hi 
| thine Inconvenjences as - | fir 
4 to-ſuller for thee; as.: | hy 


thy, avi 
pn apa Bctp the ;.and-yhis the Soul | 1; 
F== he deepeſt counſel, and moſt ma-. | th 
iberat GR TProIngibs abies be 
: | yh pICe Tor ever.., he 
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Rr, oo 
rhe Soulr Bfpou[db 16 Chrift,, "5 
near a eng RT _ ſo alfo4 
traſt and d ypon "mm for all-Grace,””” 
Righteotn and Salvation : Now it bot- ' 
toms upon Chriſt, Anchors upon Chriſt, reſis- 
and relies upon Chriſt fot all Life and Peaces} * 
for all Grace on Earth, and Glory in Het-+ -: 
ven: "Helays the whole weight and ſtreſs” 
of his Salvation upon him't He commits all: 
to him, ventures all uponi-him, 'expedts all 
from-him : This the Scriptate calls fome- 
times truſting Chriſt, Ephel. 1.1 3. ſome-- 
times 4" leaning wpon Chriſt, Cant.'3: 5. lame» 
times a hoping in Chriſt, 1 Corry. 1 9. And ' + 
in* thrs-reſpe@t” Chriſt” is- called our. Hope, * © 
1 Tim. 1. 1; our Hope; that is;" the Obje&* -: 
ofour Hope and Truſt, as to Life and Salvas © 
tion. "The Soul has no hope inhimſelf, no 
hope in the Creature, no hope inthe Law er” 4 
firſt Covenant; no hope in any thingin Hea-” # 
ven or Farth'on this fide Chriſt : He looks* 
here and there; tothis and that, bat he#@an” 
fird no folid ground of hope, no bottomto”. 
build or reſt upon for Life and Salvationy® -/ 
{ but-then he turns his eye upon Chriſth"ang* 4 
there he ſees abundant ground of hope he+ * 
beholds him npon the Croſs; 'and there's” 
hope; he beholdshimuponthe Throneygand: 
there's hope; helooksupon him dying,and 
there's hope3»he looks upon himriſing, af 
cending, fitting at the Father's right-Hand 
\ making: 
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"he be Match. Or. : 
| % AS . of X p, a 5 ” S þ 4 
_ | | L | 
xrceflion for ns,and there*s hope: 


- MAKINE 

= He looks -upon the infinite virtue of bis 
- Blood, theinfinite<fticacy of his-Spirit,the Jth 
* Ipfinice fulneſs of his Grace, theinfinite di- [ell 
- menſions of his Love, the infinite freepeſs I of 
-- and Faithfulneſs of his. Promiſe ;, and in. Fin 
- theſe he ſees. infinite ground of hope and- fon 
truſt; and accordingly he rolls and ventures [is - 
'» all ypon him; Here PFle. build, (lays he) JL k 
_ here FVle bottom, here Tle-reſt, here Vie to 
hang anddepend, hereVle live; yea, and if cls 
cel muſt, here I'te die. His language to. Jisa 
” Chriſt now is ike thatof the Pſalmi/t ro God [ing 
© in. another caſe, Pſalm. 39.47. New, Lord, |thi 
'. what wait Tfor.! my-bope 15.1n.thee, This. is | tha 
-TO:caſt- Anchor within the Veily/Heb.g.6. And [per 
Sandecd, ris with poor Souls many times, as [ime 
Exwith Perſons at Sea ; the ſtorm ariſes, the all; 
© Wavesliftupthemſelyes, which beating up-- Jta. 
or them;. they are: ready to ſink every, mo-. | (kg 
+ Tenſs. and their very Soul is,melted becauſe [try 
- of heavineſs; -but.anon they ſoundbottom, [mi 
P..calt Anchar, aadareat reſt ; So poox Souls. [mo 
.- are under ſtorms of. ſig, guilt, and-wrath, [ſha 
> periſbing 1n their own apprekenſion every [Lif 
© moment > but anon they.drop an Anchor of. [Lan 
| hepevpon Chrift, and doreſt upon him.- or {but 
—*cis with them in this cale, as 'twas with the - | neſ 
 Poyewhen.ſhe was firſt ſent out ofthe Ark, Janc 
- ſhe found no reſting placeabroad for gs” Ch 
Sad of | 

4 | / 
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the Souls Eſpoaſat to' Chrift.” 

ef her foot; but at length returned taf 
Ark, and there found reſt, Ger. 8. rn we 
the. poor guilty Soul finds no reſt any; whete! + 
elſe but in Chriſt, His language in this A&Þ; - 
of Faith is ſuch as this, Lam a poor, loſt, 
ſinful, diſtreſſed Creature; and there,jis-bus- © 
one.door I can expect relief from, andthat - 
is Chriſt, andatthis door Vie lieandwait;” 
| know he is ableto belp me, for he'can fave: 
tothe uttermoſt : and ſurely he bath bow-- 
els, great bowels towards ue finners 4-he-*- 
1sa merciful. High-Prieſt : He ſays COncern=: 4 
ing him, as they 6 we did conce w 

the King of ieael ; Behold, we bave bear 
that the King of Iſa is a merciful: 4 
ropletearati will ſave us:. yea, he inlites. 
me look.to him and be faved; andhei Lit 
all that are weary and heavy-laden,.towme-; 
ta him, and promiſes them reſt. Whythen# : 
(hould 1 nor reſt and vely upon him'? "Figs: 
true, lama mighty ſinner, but he-is amore” 
mighty Saviour : Have I finned to the ut=+ 
moſt ? He has ſatisfied tothe utmoſt ::Whar- - 
ſhall I ſay ? True, 1am Death, but Chriſtis- 
Life: 1am Darkneſs, but Chriſt is Lighty + 
Lam Sin, but Chriſt is Holineſs; am Guilt,” 
but Chriſt is Righteopſneſs; I am Empti- ; _ 
neſs and Nothingneſs, but Chrilt is Fulnels 
and Sufficiency 3 I have broken the Lawbat * 
Ro has fulfilled the Law; and his Eife is 1 
in 


_ 


am 


oy we of 


73s baſs) 4h, Or. | 


© Jatnitety: able to ſwallowup my Death; his 
* Light, my Darkneſs; his Holineſsmy Sin; 
Righteouſneſs; my Guilt 5 his! Fulnefs, J7 6: 
$4 Emptinefs'; 'ofi tim therefore Fle lean, eve 
- andlive, and hops. 'Tis true, Lath utterly [ma 
* ufiworthy of any Life; any Grace, - any Fa- ſrie/ 
- yourz#but Chriſt does all for ſirmers freely, he 
Freely; he pardons freely, he ſaves [doc 
freely how vile therefore and unworthy fo. fot; 
ever lam, 'yet 1 will reſt and depetid ypon 
- "hit « Who knows buthe may caft aneye of J-1a 
 Jove upon me ? Thisis that Ataf Faith Pfhb 
 whichisheld forth; 1Ja.45. 24. Shrely, ſhail [3g 
ks in the: Lord have T' Reghtconſmeſsnnd Mate 
bi Thave'neither ſtrength nor righ- [2 
| ef of my own, but THave all 'righte- Pati 
Fon and ſtrength in Chriſt; all-righte- non 
- obſheſs for Pardon and Juſtification, and all the! 
thfor Holineſs and SanQtification; this Þn v 
& isthat the Apoſtlecallsa rejoyeihg in Opri He. 
 Foſus, having no Confidence in the fleſh, Phil. and: 
33. © SPI 
"To draw towards--2 chiicloſon of this PÞton 
Head: Which way ſoever the' Soul looks fem 
- onthis ſide Chriſt he meets withnothing but Fin a 
” Aſcortabement - If he looks to! himſelf, Þap} 
therehe ſees nothing but'ſinand guilt, black- pud: 
nef& and; deformity ;* in his heart He ſees a (ed 
* Fountain of ſin; an Abyſle of ſin, a very Þclo 
Hell of- ſia and wickedneſs ;. in his life he 
finds-, 
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"he fo Elpasſat to Chrift.” 


fods innomerable evils, ſins of a crinſon | 
and ſcarlet tintureiſtaring him in the par k- 
yea, his very (Duties are not with 
even intheſe there isabundanceof: pride,for- 
fa ry On and the _— his: very: 
riehteom/neſſet are as rags, Hai 64: 4. It" 
htooks unto:the pc there he readshis- 
doom:and condemnationin lincthers- 
ff ; (there he-finds himfelf vunderthe: 
here he ſees nothing/but fear, \and lackoeſer 
lord darkneſs, and rempefir , Heb: 22. v8 
If helooksto juſtice, that he fillds asa flam-: | 
ing. Sword; keeping hint from the | Tree of 
Life;from all happineſs--That appears with” © 
2. angry frowning:countenance,demand 
atiSfaction,as being infinitely wronged: — 
now-in'themidft of all theſe diſcouragements 
he poor Soul at-lengrh gets a ſight olChrſ, 
in whom he: ſecs encouragement. afret all; | 
He diſcovers: land ina ſtotm;-.as'it- niexe,”: 
and-finds in him a bottamto reſt his wea 
Spirit ypon ; in him he ſeesthatwhich carry 
:one God, ſatishe Juſtice, anſwer albthe-: 
lemands of the Law, fully deliver bimifromy- 
in and guilt, and make hina/both holy and- 
happy: for ever.z and accordingly hs! reſts! ! 
nd rolls himſelf: upon bim, reſolving] thatif 1 
he dies, he will dre thus ry upon this » - 
Beloved. - 
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"The bf March, or,. 


$ on: Asin the Work © 
- «Chooſes Chriſt and depends upon him, fo at- 
fo he is by the-Spi 
and unreſeryedly to reſign up bimfelf unto 


by him'in his own way.: The Soul now puts 
himſelfout of has own'/power and poſſeſſion, 


.. onof Jeſus Chriſt to be Ruled,Goyerned, & 
owe by him as he fees good: which is pro- 
erly chat ACt of Fath which we call Relig- 


h, ons, One ſhall ſay 1 am the” Lord, Wit 44.'5. 


b wnto the- Lord, and Epbeſ.s 
tobe this, there having many Treaties-aſt 
'  Soulk;#the' Soul at length, through the help 
jo ſent'to'take-Chrift for his only Head and 


> thipgs;'to-be perfedtly and eternally at his 
| ©... lidhate- HislJanguagenow to Chriſt is like 
ts that of Ahab to Benhagad, © 1 Kings 20. 4+ 
Peho'd 1 am thine, and all that I-have 1s 


thine: 
—_— 


*211- An A& of Reſj gnation of SubjeCti- {> 
Faith the Soul thus: 


him, to beruled, governed, anddiſpoſed of $ak 


he paſſes/himſelf away from himſelf; and he þ 
gives uphimlelf into the power and polleſli- Vn 


| L Tation;-and this the Scripture often menti- 
b he ſhall give or reſign up himſelf to Þ 
F-- thoitord to be forever his, and at his dif-f 
' Poſe: ſo'2 Cor. 8.5, They gave themſelves Y9 
| . 24. the Ehurch | 
 is.ſaid to be ſubjet+to Chit: The caſe ſeems Fe 
- inrorder toa Match betwee Chriſt and the- 
. ofthe Divine Spirit, is made freely to con- f 


Husband , and to be ſabje to him in all Jr. 


'\ 


In 
it of God'made cordially, þ: 


anc 


an... 


rhe Souls Ejpouſel to Chrift. 655-9 
- {/bine - Sweet Lord. Jeſus, ſays the:SoulpF 
s-ave been my own, and have lived too mygh _ - 
- $2 mine own will, and to mine.own- ends 
, (2d intereſts ; but now 1 defire t6 be thine, 
) þ2d to live in thy will, and torthine-Ends;. 
fake poſſeſſion of me, ſave me, rule me; lead” 
s ve, diſpoſe of me as thou pleaſeſt ; do all. 
, $''y pleaſure 10 me, pull dawn and ſet-up. 
2 Þ bat thouy wilt, te be, and do, and ſuffer --... 
- Þ'Þat thcu wilt have me to be, and do and. + 
offer. And' this/is properly-that A of , 
- Faith, whereby we cloſe with. Chriſt as. a3 
. bord and King, and is indeed the evidencen>; 
. Þf the Truth of the two former ; for your 
. Þuſt know, that though Faith's firſt Aſpects 
 Þ* to Chriſt as aSaviour; yet-it comestoeyeR 
 pim asaLordand King alſo : As Faithfully” &7 
; pottoms upon the fatisfaction of Qhiciſt,, 6 E071 
| freely bows to the Scepter of Chriſt, yea;”" ©. 
, Fhen Faitly can't nge Chriſt as a Savks. - y 
- yur, yet it will own Chriſt as a Lord - You: -* | 
-pow-how- Zaban ſpake to: Abraham's fer. 
Jan upon the. fight of the - Ear-rings and , - --1 
$racelets which he had given his Siſter Res; 
kab, and upon his hearing a Relation from. - - 
r of his diſcourſe with her, Come '#n they 
Wfed of the Lord, why ftandeſt thou with: © 
t? T have room for thee, Gen, 24. 31. IntKe « 
lanner does the ſoul ſpeak to Chriſt uyon 
le fight of that worth that is in him, = 
tac 


= 


£266. The beft. Match, Or, 
* That need which he has of him, Come in 
thou bleſſed of the Lord, come in thou bleſJan 
{ed Lord, why ſtandeſt thou without ? 1|ve 
have room for thee ; 1 have room for thee infof 
my Underſtanding, and1lhaveroom forthedþbi 
' in my Will and Aﬀections ; and I wouldas 
have thee poſſeſs all, and commandall: In JM: 
word, the Sal freely gives up himſelf tgTI 
Chriſt's Holy and Spiritual GovernmentFFr 
-Thou-art an-Holy Chriſt, (ſays he) he whqto 
i. 1s to reign, and | reſign vp my ſelf to-theeſs 
p”  T'le-have no-Lord but thee 3 take the wholgna 
moe to.thy ſelf within me; I know thyirc 
ces an caſie Yoke, and [ deſire to bear itÞof 
© Why Sceprer i isa Righteous Scepter,and Idefan 
; Wire to bow to it; thy Kingdom isa Kingſn' 
; dom of Ri teouſneſs, Peace, and- Joy ie 
. .the Holy G olt;and Iheartily defireto comgt ( 
under the power of it; I would be Santis j 
+ ied as well-as Juſtified ; 1 deſire thy Spiro 
'to ſubdue my corruptions for me, -and'tÞ0! 
© make me Holy, as wellas thy Blood to walÞp: 
away my: guilt for me, and” ingratiats mFia 
.with thy ſelf: and this is what the Scriptur$o 
Calls an opening of the Gates, and a lifting 
wp of the everlaſting Doors, To let Chriſt thc 
Kine of Glory in, Pal. 24-57. Thos by thelÞ) 
+ three,which'indeed arethe great uniting Acſue 
of Faith, the Spirit of God-enables the Sooſ61 
tocloſe with Chriſt in a Marriage-CoyenanÞs 
and Relation, 5. Th 
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the Souls Eſpenſal to Chriſt. Sq 3 

5- TheSoul being thns enabled to believs. 
and ſo cloſe with: Chriſt in a Marriage-Co- 
yenant z- then, as-the Crown and pertection 
infof all, the- bleſled*Spirit of God takes up 
edbis abode, -and dwells for ever mn that Soul, 
11s the Pledge and everlaſting Bond of this 
2 Iarriage-union and Relation betweenthem; 7-7 
The: ſweet Spirit does not only come, a$g ©: 
riend, to treat about the Match, and alſo: 
o tie the Marriage-Knot betweenChriſt and. *-: 
I's; but moreover, this being done, he re-. 
gnains himfelf in the Soul, asa Love-Token 7 
irom Chriſt to him, "as the Pawn and Pledgg&® 
ff this Eſpouſal, and as theeyerlaſting Bong 
and Confirmation of this Marriage- Union 
End Relation : Hence that of the 'Apoltiey = 
fe that is joyned to the Lord 3s one "Spirit 
1 Cor. 6. 17. one Spirit with' the Lord he =” 
ts joyned to ; that Spirit which did joyn him © 
no Chriſt, does remain'in him and in Chriſt © 
t@oth - Chriſt leaves his own Spirit.in his 

dpouſes as the Pledge and Bond of that Mar» 
lage-Union that is between him and them; - 
0 that he and they have-the ſame Spirit -_ 
lwelling in them 3 yet with this difference, 
;W&e dwells in Chriſt without meaſure;-in us 
eſÞy meaſure; in Chriſt immediately;by ver- 
e of the perſonal Union; in/us by his 
2Ff6ifts and Graces ; in Chriſt, as an Head, in 
1096s as members, and he'with theſe are the 
h Love 
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FE” tove-Tokens,. the Pawns 'and Pledges of oh 
F Women ghtedbetweenChriſty.. - 
-  andus; and this indeed isthat which makes; 1 
* this Union ſoftrong and inviolable, as that 46 
4 b Itcan-never be broken : Yea,-not only does 
| he remain in the Soul as the Pledge and 
-. Bond of this Union, but alſo to deck andſ— 
© adorn the -Soul with Grace, and to makel} 
'ready- for the conſummation of the 
* - Marriage above : you know, when br 
w bam's Servant ſaw that Rebekah conſented tofge; 
4 = be Tſaac's Wife, he then gave her Fewel 
Ix peers and Fewels of Gola, and rich Ray- 
mem, Gen, 24. 534 S0 the bleſſed Spirit o 
; God, ; having ained the Sonlscon(ent to bef 
ſpoafed to Chriſt, and the Marria e-Knotf- 
being tyed. between-them, now he dwells in \ 
£ the (ogra deck*and adorn him; now ht Wo: 
gives him Jewels of Gold and Silver; fur- Wy 
- Niſhesand beautifhes him with all Divine and loa 
Heavenly Graces ; He dwells in him as anþ,;. 
indeficient Spring and Fountain of all Grace ok 
and gracious diſpoſitions, till he has lodgedſ.. 
him ſafe in the Arms and Boſom of his ſweet a 
Husband above. Thus at length the Eſpoy- All 
fal or Marriage-Relation is made up be-l.: 
tween Chriſt and the Sout;\ And oh how, 
bleſſed is the Soul that is thus Eſpouſed'toſ””* 
him! Imuſt ſay to ſach a Soul, Blefſedbe the]? 4 
day that ever than wert born ; ; Hleffed the po 
Womb, 


i 


4 


"the Souls Elpouſal 1 to Chriſt. 


J'/omb that bear thee, and bleſſed the mY 
(vhich gave thee fuck ;. bleſſed Goſpel which - © 
Serene this Tapes Chriſt to thee, and bleſ- a 
x Spree that has tyod this happy Knot be- 
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Being & Coll to and Treaty with PRE 
in order to an Efpouſal $086:] Chriſt 


and them. 
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4077 and what is the nemiagofey 
: this?Surely it ould have a 


"Ity influence uponthe ſpirits of men; to draw 
:Jand allure them to Chriſt, to induce them at - * 
[leaſt to look after an acquaintance with this / 
«|Þlefled eſpoufal to him ; , and indeed I wonld 
F take occaſion hence to treat with'eternal 
Souls in order to a Match between Chriſt, © - 
F dthem.; And oh thatI could doit effeftn. 
f Fatty: Look, my Beloved, as Daved ſent his 
qF>crvants to Abi 7a to commune with her, in 
order to histaking of her to Wike, 1 Sam.2x.. 
+039» 40. ſo has the Lord Jeſus ſent me, bs 
x "Ipoor _aocehy SErvane, to you this dayto 
), | cot» | 
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go - he beſt Match, Or, 
-N cotntrune wi h,yon i order to the eſpouſingÞn 
© of yon to hirpfelf; 'and O that you wouldſþn 
= do1n thiscaſe as ſhe did-in that, for /h:Foi 
””” haſtned (tis ſaid ) and aroſe and went to Da-fſf 
> vid, and became bis Wife fyerſe.4.2. Oh thatjac 
2 you would all ariſe, ariſe out of your ſinsÞn: 
= ariſe out of your unbelief, ariſe-out of yourÞtt 
= carnal-ſecurity, and go to” Chriſt, and be-ſpir 
came his Spouſe: /And/not only fo,bur, as ſhear 
- " aidmake halt inthe buſineſs, cloſe ſpeedily,o1 
_ with kinyin.a Marriage-Covenant, even tofjat: 
& day: O bleſſed day, might I ſucceed as they 
* id! How happy would it be for you? howÞ/p 
& comfortable for me ? and how joyful-for us ſia 
© all in the day of the Bridegrooms coming! þtz 
£2 Stirs let me ſay, © that-I might ſay of youſor 
” atleaſt fome' of you, as Paul of bis Corimbi-fn' 
ans here,” 7 have eſpouſed you to.onme Husband oc 
. / . ever to Chriſſ®:. And why ſhouleit not bejor 
thus'? Mw Fare you not rife, and goÞy 1 
is ans to fiweet Jeſus, and be eſpouſed pn-þM 
to him? Can you make light of all thatfaul 
F ve, that Comfort, that ſweetneſs: thatſſay 
* Happineſs, that bleffed Unionand Commu: ſxce 
© mon, that Detight, Soface and Complacen-FEht 
|... cf of Soul which this Eſpouſal carries in it?Þate 
Or; 15 there any thing can make up the loſsÞis 
oftheſe'? Can Sin and the Creature afford Nat 
any thing cormparable hereunto ? Surely Þem 
there is more ſweetneſs, more happineſs, inf--4 
RY one 
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oÞ1c kiſyofthe mouth ofthis bleſſed heed] Fai 
ne. embrace@-his Boſom, ' on moments + y 
ommihidnwith bim,thaninallthe delights'/ 
fSinand the creature: If you doubtit, comes.” 
id ſee;experienced Souls will tellyou; thats : 
ne deſcent of loye-from- Chriſt, one a 
rÞf the light of bis countenance,onetura withy. 
him in hisGalleries, is infinitely: beyond all! - 
earthly delights whatſoever. Again; can' 
7,$ou be content tadie, and perilherernally;: 
offathet than live, and be wade happy inſucha; .. 
2et and: debrdble way; as this Ja be 
T{pouſed to Ghriftis? A Dd” 7 
: cable. way of being.made happy 'than this - 
\þfam eſpouſal v0:Chrilt, ſurely neither Mew _ D 
hor Angels. could ever have thought 084) "4 
j-pnd cai:yau,- O eternal Souls, be content'- 
:dfodie, to-periſh;to be damnedandmiſerablei 1 
x ſor ever, rather than be-ſayed and made bapy; .-. - 
0 Þy thisway 2:1f you gernettinjon SiedP 
| Marriage+Relation:to this ſweet Lord you! 
at fuuſt;de;and periſh for ever, Know you not! 
at [ſays the Apaltle ) that Feſus Chroftvr0 you 
0: Fxcept' ye” becreprobates,” 2 Cor. 1 19-1501 If 
n-Ebriſt be not-in vs, .we are.certainlprepto- 
r?þates,) we are rejetedof:God, !and'ourvof 
his favour, and-then furely: we mult periſh; 
-d Naturally weare all: dead; all:loſty:allcon= 
ly lemned ; Fudgment/ is Come upou all men #0 
in $ordemuation; Rom. 5. 18. and wear allthe: = 
"w children 
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& © children of wrath by nature, Epheſ. 2.3, And 2 
- - ifeverwebc juſtified and (ad, ir muſt bj r 
=: bya Marriage-Union and Relation toChriſtY n 
. There 450 condemnation, (ſays the Apoſtle] c: 
£0.88 the words are, nothing of condemna k 
_  -tioh.co-thew that are in Chriſt Feſns, Rom. 8 tl 
©. 1;But; as is there implyed, there is nothingy ki 
|  - but condemnation to them that are ont off ſc 
” *Chrift Jeſus. Once more, can you be con-J C 
| tentto be ſhut out fromthe Marriage at laſt in 
=... forever? Think of that Scripture and bear ar 
> the dread of it if you can, Marth. 25. 104m 
© *Ard they.that were ready went in to the Mar M 
rage, and the door was ſbut, (hut againſt oF tr 
= thers who then would fain enter: To beſto 
” Cutout fromche Marriage-Supper at laſt, ig a 
+ to be thutont from God, from Chriſt, fromſet: 
- the Comforter, from all the Saints and An{or 
WE from ail happineſs. yea, and from alljco 
Hopes of happineſs for ever - and thus,youſCh 
mult expect to.be ſhut out from the Marri,|he 
age at laſt, if you-come not into an eſpon-ſÞir 
| _ faltohbimhere-. Andcan you bear it, thinkſof 
-,-- you?;Can:you be contentto hear Chriſt ſayj2o! 

EF unto you at laſt, Dopart from me, depart! his 
} You; would have'none-of: me on earth rec 
* though 1: wooed 'and befought you -with|del 
tears; and' therefore now you ſhall hayeſ*v* 
-  _noneof mein Heaven: yon might have beenſ' * 
' happyinaunionand communion with me-Jiin 


and the arms of my love were open to have IM. - 
4 received you; but you would not; therefore.” 
| now depart from me,” I know you not : . And - + 
Y can you bear this? Beſides, what is it\that 
keeps your Soul from a cloſe with Chriſtin 
| this Marriage-Relation ? A vain World; a 
f filthy Luſt, a painted pm Pleaſure,” a- 
i ſenſual Appetite : And are theſe better than 
Chriſt ? Are theſe indeed things to.be laid ** 
in the Ballance by you againſt Chriſt, Jen, | 
and to down y”=—_ him in your valoes?..O- 
monſtrous ſtupidity ! In fort, Sirs, the” 
Matter, 1 am treating with you-about is no” 
trifte, *tis of no leſs moment and impottance. 
to you than eternal Life or Death, eternal» 
ig Salvation or Damnation comes to ; your- -- 
mfcternal All depends upon it, for you muſtlive . 7 
n4Jor die, be ſaved or damned-eternally, ac -- 
cording as you do, or do not cloſe in with . . 
Chriſt. in a Marriage-Union and Relation 
j.Jhere : Why then ſhould you ſtand off fron / 
n-jhim ? Yea, why ſhould not this be.the day 
ikjof eſpouſals between him and you ? 'Oh, be 
zy=ot ſhte, be not coy to Chriſt, but embrace 
;Nhislove: ſurely his Arms are wide open to 
hJreceive you, his Heart is upon you, .and his 
chideſite is towards you ; Lift up therefore the 
veſlrverlaſting Doors, and let this King of Glory 
nf”? { Give up your Names and Souls unto 
e- him for ever. Some of you are young, and 
qd E have 
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"ha 'e Your AfﬀeCions green and freſh : Oh 

*% FE you would now go with me to ſweet 
fi 


eſus, and become his Spouſe; you cannot 
. b; him, nor be married to him too ſoon: 
"Ohz let him have your hearts before this || - 
'; World: hath defiled and debauched them: | , 
Others of you are older, and haye out-ſtood 
$5 Calls and Offers of Chriſt long; yetloe, 
| e once more tenders himſelf to you : Oh 
k now cloſe with him, and all will be well 
3 yet, Bur for the better {uccededing of this 
Tg FEY s F ſhall in the managing of it, . 
peak tothree things. ' (1.) Vie ſhew you 1? 
A | jat manner of Husband the Lord Feſus 
3 *Ehrift is, and how he is qualified torenderſ} $ 
* him deſireable in that Relation. ( 2.) Vleſ t 
Ihew you what great things he does for allf .n 
his: Spatſes (3-) Ple ſhew you how much] t] 
+ his heart is upon. a March with you. And e: 
how as Abraham's Servant, when he was toll re 
| Bet a Wife for 7ſaac, Prayed. faying, O Lord is 
od of my. Maſter Abraham , ſend me good 1! 
Feed rbis day, Gen. 24. 12. So rages. al 
--- onthe bended Knees of my Soul pray, Of d; 
= Lord God, the Godand Father of my Royal T 
” Maſter, J-ſus Chriſt, ſend me good ſpeed hi 
\ = Tnisday, that1may win, through thy Graceſ| be 
aSpouſe for him, in 
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; Fhich ſhews what-manner of Hubeng 

Chrift is, and how qualified, for the © 
i endearing of hins to Souls, and\ren- | 
il Mdering him deſirable in 4 Canjogal- 
f Relation, 


U WW Hati is thy Beloved more than anothe 
s Befoved, that thoudoſt ſo chargeu? 
rj So the Daughters of Feruſalem ſpake: 
to the Spouſe, Cart. 5.9. In like a>. ; 
ner may ſome ſay to me; Who, of: gs. 
this Chriſt, that you do fo preſs us wo In 
eſpouſal with him? Whatis there kin) 
render him deſiceable to us? Who, or what 7; ; 
ishe? Truly I car't tell, nor could I, had - © 
4 1 the tongue of Men and Angels; and I am: -: 
almoſt afraid to ſpeak of him, leſt Hhould:. 7 
darken his Glory inſtead of diſplaying it”; 
| This Lam fure of, He is -( as one ſpeaks of -* 
him) Earths wonder, and Heavens wonder 
both ; and has all that. in him, and that in 
infinite eminency and perfection, that ſliould . 
render him grateful and deſireable to'Souls ...- 
in a Conjogal-Relation ; Look therefore *: 
| E 2 upott- 


; The. beſt "Match, Or © 
upon him, and view him a little; and ſee if 
--. there be any thing you can deſire in ſuch a 
+ "Relation that 1s wanting in him. Ile lay 
* this more fully before you ia theſe following 
. Particulars. 


, I. Are you for Dignity and Greatneſs? 
”” Thisgoes far among men, and makes many 
= a Match: for this,none like Chriſt,none ſo 
© great,ſo glorious, ſo honourable as he : pray || | 
view him alittle : as tohis deſcent, He came || + 
forth from God, v1z.. by eternal Generation, || , 
= and is the eternal-Son of the Eternal Father, 
FP John 16.28. Viewhim in his Perſon, and | | 
” there you will ſee nothing but greatneſs;for | 
heisnoother than God-Man, and has all the 
'* excellencies of both Natures in one Perſon: 
- he,is Emmanuel, God'with us, God in our 
” Nature, 4. 1. 23. He is God, Heb. 1.8. 
* The true God, John J- 20, The Great God, 
-» Titus 2. 13. The mighty God, Ia.g.6. God 
* ' over all, or the moſt high God, Rom,s. 5. God 
equal with the Father, having the ſame Di- 
-  yine Eſſence, and Eſſential Perfeftions -in 
= him, that the Father hath in him, Phl.2.6. 
k” He 4s the brightneſs of his Fathers Glory, and 
rhe. expreſs Charatter of his Perſon; one 
- in Whom the whole Majcſty, Luſtre, and 
'-- Glory of the Father ſhines forth ; one, on 
whom the Father has engrayen all his eter- 
We | - "nal 
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_ the Souls Eſpouſal fo. Chr fer 7.4 
nal Excellencies, Heb. rt, 3. Some ſmall * 


Beams and Rays of Gods Glory do ſhine 
forth in the Saints and Angels; butin Chriſt _ 
the Fulneſs, Luſtre, and Brightneſs of it 3 
appears. View him in his Office and © 
Relation, with the Dignity that even here 
he is- adyanced' unto': He is a-King, a 7 
great King, King of Kings, and Lord of 
Lords, Rev. 19. 6- King of Saints, ® 
Rev. 15s 3. King of Nations, Jef. 7 
10. 7. Kring of Glory, Pſal. 24. 7+. HEM 
is the head of all Privcipalities and Pdwer 
and *tis their glory that they have ſuch” ans 
Head, Col. 2. 10. He 1s the Fellow" of tha 
Lord of Hoſts, Zech. 13- 7+ He ts My ab 
born of God, higher than the Kings of "the | 
Earth, Pſal. $89..27. He is ſet down at Gods 
own- right: hand in heavenly places, far above *} 
all Principalities, and Powers, and Might, 7 
and Dominion, Eph. 1.20. Heis made higher 
than the Heavens, Heb. 7. 26. Among all 5 
Perſons, ' and in all Things, whether if Heas, ++ 
yen or Earth, he has the preheminence, Col, - 
1» 18, Such is his gteatneſs, that the whole 
Creation is bound to perform Homage and 4 
Worſhip to him, the Angels themſelves not-: . 
excepted : Let all the Angels of God worſhip 
him,lays the Father, Heb. 1.6. Phil. 2:9, ro. _: 
Ged hath highly exalted him, © given him a 
name above every name, that at the name of Fe- 
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= 
£ ou lit j $114 Should bow, of things 1 in Hea- 
# F 2, and, 2x. 5M; on Earth, and things under the 
| E2rth; i.e, Angels aswell as Men mult per- 
rm.worſhiptobim : Andiindeed, arefuſal 
$10 to. do, would turn Angels into Devils: 
© He isto be loved, feared, believed on,obey- 
- ed, '! 4) hart praiſed, admired, and de- || { 
. lighted gall He is to have equal honour '||- 
4 om.all with the Father ;- 4! muft boneur || * 
g h Son, as they honour the Father, Joh. 5. 23; 
phat ſhall 1 fay ? He has the Soveraign Lord- || 
ip-and diſpoſal both of Grace and Glory || 
19 | his hand 3 The Son quitkneth whom he will, 
$21. He ſays unto one, Live, and he || - 
«: Ives and to another, Live, and hel ves, and | 
” the reſt of the dead live not : He has the 
., Key, s.of Death ard Hell, Rev. 1. 18. He has 
44 Government of the whole world in his 
* hand ; His Kingdom raleth over all, Pialm 
* 103-19... He is In full polleſſion of a King- 
dom over the whole Creation, all Frdgment 
' "being committed to him, John'5.22. And © 
| howglorious is he in the whole of it ! *Glo- 
© <riousin bis Throne, which is atthe right 
E-* hand of God, Heb. 1.3: Glorions in his 
-< Commiſſion, which is all power in Heaven 
P<.and, Earth, Mat. 28. 18, Glorious in 
-*his Sc peer which isa Scepter of Righte- 
3 <ouſtic Pſal. 45.6. Glorious in his At- 


hs *rendants, ten thouſand times ten thouſand 
he. _ «of 


the Souls Eſpoufal to Chriſt.” 


« of his Holy Ones, eyen thouſands of An” 

« ocls, Dan. 7. 10. Glorious ia his. way of © 
«Role, full of Grace and ſweetneſs towards 1 
* his People, full of terror and Majeſty tos - 
«wards bis Enemies, his Arrows being ſharp 4 
| © in their hearts, P/al. 45. 5. And.a$8he 3 
governs all now, ſo he will judge all at laſt3. * 
and all muſt ſtand or fall, _live or die,. be'fa- * 

vedor damned for eyer, according to what; © 
Sentence he ſhall paſs upon them, . AFs 17.5 
31. Rom. 41.10. O how great is this bu 12 
and how worthy to be embraced by us! 

Sirs, will you deny. ſo great, ſo-glorious? 
Perſon, when he makes love to you? Should 
you ſee ſome great Prince wooing a Beggats 
in Rags upon the Dunghil,you would. wone® 
der to ſee herſlighthim,and make him wait + 
time afrer time vpon her : Why, thergisan” 
infinitely greater Perſon than the greateſt oz: 
Kings,that wooes you; and {ollicites you for? 
your love: And .will you yet be (hie of him, # 
and make him wait ? Will you refuſe him#Z 
Then wonder at your own fordid ingratie®? 
tude. 5 5 A 
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II. Are you for Riches and Treaſures ? ® 
This ſwayes with. moſt : for this none like * 
Chriſt, he has Riches as well as greatne(s0-. 
recommend him to you, Riches and Honour © 
are with me, Prov. 8. 18. Yea and His. 

E 4 Richess 
Py 
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"Riches are the beſt ſort; his are Spiritual 
- Riches, Treaſures i» Heaven, Matth. 6. 20. 
# - Riches of Life and Love, Peace and Pardon, | w 
- Grace and Glory, Righteouſneſs and Salva- | L 
- tion, Riches of Glory, and Riches in Glo- || re 
- Ty- And O what poor things are the Riches || fr 
.. of this Worldto theſe ? His are t7»e Riches, || tic 
+ Luke 16.71. The richesofthis Worldare || g 
+ but painted riches,his are ſubſtantial Riches, I 1. 
TI will cauſe them that love me to inherit fub-- || b, 
*ſarce, Prov.8.21, Theriches of this world {|| #/ 
ire vail, they are vor, Prov. 23.5-. But the | wv 
EFRiches of Chrift have a reality in them; His || a 
Fare laſfing and durable Riches; Riches and | e 
Honenr are with me, yea, durable Riches and || 2 

V 

| 

| 


FXichtrouſneſs, Prov. 8. 18. Worldly riches 
E are Periſningang uncertain things, 1 Tim.6. 
17. Now weenjoy them, but allof a ſud- 
den they are gone and dilappearzbut Chriſts. 
ate cternal Riches ſor an eternal Soul : And 
# as his Riches are thus of the beſt ſort, fo he 
has grear abundance of them; his Richcs 
are boundleſs and -unſcarchable: Tos me ( ſays 
t Paul) it is giaiffgto Preach the unſcarchable 
> Riches of ChriſfEphel. 3. 8. He is Heir of 
Call things, Heb. 1,2. All the Treaſures of 
- Heaven and Earth arehis : He has all falneſs 
& dwelling in him, Col. 1. 19. even all the ful 
- neſs of the God-head; whole God dwells in 
| bim ; he Iasenough to ſupply all our wants, 


and 
P : . 


gives peace z My Prace 1 give unto yon, Jobs. 


| the Lord our Righteouſneſs, Jer: 23, 6. Now: 


Ho touf; Epouſe 50. Chrifh. _ 


and to anſwer all our:deſires: 'Do we | 
Grace? He 5s fullof Grace, John: 1: 14: 'Do - 
we want.Life ? I|ith him \is the Fountain of 
Life, Pfal.36. 9. Do we want Redemption, 
redemptionfrom Sin,from Death,from Hell, | 
from wrath ? With-him #s plenteons Redemipe 
tion, Plal.130. 7. Do wewant Peace? He 


» WY : 
, #4 . 
1 


14-27. Do we 'want Righteouſneſs? He | 
has fulfilled all Righteoufneſs he is become =: 


: —_ —— 


>=: : 
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will yourejedt this rich Lord? Yonare poor, 
and miſerable, and naked ;-and ng 
embrace this Chriſt, tendering himſelf with - 
all theſe riches to you? Ohowgpultly then . 
will you periſh forever ! O that there were 
fome coyetousSoul here this day,that would 
be taken with the riches-of Chriſt. | 


we, 
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HI. - Are you for Bounty,for a N oble ang) {6 
generous Spirit ? That's dEſireable 3 ſuch a © 
relation, and takes much with many 3. for 
this alſo,none like Chriſt - He is ahounrifub © 5 
Lord of a noble and generous Spirtt, as welt * ; 
as Rich: Many a Man has riches etongh; '.4 
but has a baſe, narrow, covetcys- Spirit 3 
and ſo his wife has little of them 3 but Chriſt... 
has a-noble,generous, bountifulhczrt : Hets 
nt anly rich, but he isalfo \yillingto lay ont. 
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all bis Riches & Treaſures upon his Spouſes: 


All the Treaſures of his Love and Grace, all 


the*Treafures of his Righteouſneſs &.Con- 


folatipn:. He wovlkd-have them abundantly 


odenty comforted,abundantly en- 
Tichedfor ever : Whata generous Spirit-to- 
wardsthem doeshe expreſs, Canr. 5.1. Eat, 


{+ O Friends,” Drink, yea, drink abundantly, O 

- Beloved: As if he ſhould ſay, Ihave enough, 
 Itifinitely enovgh for. you, and I would have 
8 ot to.haye enough, . I would have you to 
 haye your | 
'bavethem'tobave full:Graces, full Joys, full 
- Comforts;and full Happineſs for ever; Theſe 
' things ſpeak, Into! you, ( ſays he) that your 


your Souls full of all Good - Hewovld 


Joy may-be Fall, John: 51.11. And again, 
[ch "that you may recesve, that your joy may 
be-full, John 16. 24. He wills them Jike 


& happineſs with himſelf. Like love and em- 
| bracesin the Fathers Boſom, Fob.. 15.24.26. 
' Like Grace and: Holineſs, Fohn 17. 22. Q 


What a noble, generous, bountiful heart has 
this ſweet Lord towards his Spouſe ! Soul, 
ſhall it not dfaw and allure-thee- to: him ? 
Nothing will ſatisfie him leſs than gheir PaTr- 
ticipating, with him in his own beſledneſs: 


- Soul, if thou rejetteſt this bountiful Lord, 


know, that he has Treaſures of Wrath and 
Vengeance alſo, which he will plentifully 
pour out ppon thee for ever. 

IV, Are 


Wiſe God, Jude 25. Thereisnotrue wik 231: 


* theiSouls Eſpouſal to ©h/ 


AV. Are you for Wirdom nd Knowle 2c ge F 
Wiſdom and-|Knowledge rend: Tg = 
lovely and defireable ; Tis inde . one, of. 
perſons hi Recent agg perfect 
forthisalio none like Chriſt Hheiths £ 
dom of God, and the Pawer of Ged,.1. --* 
I; 24: Fhe infigite Wiſdom,of the” fern tal - 
God does ſhine forth in him.and through; 
him : Yea, 5n bim are-hid all che Tres es i F 
Wiſdom and Knowledge, Col. y ES : W _ = = 
may: be -underſtobd Adtiyely: as-well as þ 
lively;.he knowing all, as:well asbavit 
that is worth knowingin him ein 


8 Y 
» w > 44 = 


4 ., 
; 
but in him, and there is no-true wildor x » 
be had-but by him.and from him Bom 
ten in Scripture called W:ſdom, to no aote thats 
infinite wiſdom that is in him : He knowsaL 4 
Perſons and all Things; he knows th Fas , 
ther, and that as he is known of him; 
10.15: He knows the Mind and. Will otthe 
Father; hence ſaid to be inhis Bofom,' which 
is the place of Secrets, as well as Love, Fokn-/ 
r. 18, He knows all his Fathers Connſels:; 
and Decrees, which have been of old touch-"3 
ing-the Salvation and Damnation of Man-s. We. - 
Hence,we read of the Lambs Book of Life; Wy 
and Names written therein, Rev. 13. 8. He © 


knows all the Works of God the Father; The © 
Father * 
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 ſorver be doth, Jahn 5. 20. He knows the: 
- Attributes and Pertections of Ged, and he 


- the whole Word of God, TI himſelf tbe 
*% , Joh; 1.2. *Tis obſerved by one, that 
4 | the Angels themfelves.do not know all the 
Y þ i d of God, but Chriſt does : And as he 
ns knows God, and the Things of -God, 
© he alſo knows Man, and the Things of 
{Man 3 He knows all men, and what is in 
», John 2. 24. 25. He knows the State; 
(f 0 e Spirits, the Frames, the Thoughts, the 
wh «the Counſels, the Ways, the Wants, 
e Burthens, the Temptations of all: Ina: 
| "rertbeg he is infinite in wiſdom and Counſel, 
'- and he knows perfeCtly; as how to promote 
bis own Glory, ſo how to defend, ſave,/and 
y © comfort his Spouſes,and carry on their hap. 
- Pincſs 1 in the beſt way: O who would not 
have ſuch an Husband / Soul, if thov rej: 
-bim, know, that his wiſdom will fight a- 
| | Eainſt thee; and he does know how to. damn 
. ; 800 deſtroy for ever: 


& 


” IV: Are you for Beauty? That takes with 
molt; forthis nonelike Chriſt : For Beauty 
and Comelineſs. he infinitely ſarpaſſes both 
- Men and: Angeks. We read of Moſes, that 
he: as; exreeding fair ;, and bf David, that 

Wo þe 
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only, Mat. 11. 27. Fobn 4.56. He knows + 
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the Souls* Eſpoufal to Chriſt. © 


and Foſephusreports ofthe one of 
all that 'faw*himz were awazed at, - pu” 
| moured on his beauty. Obutwhat wastheir _- 
beauty to Chriſts? Were their 


Beauty of Chriſt : Not ſo much asthe light... 
of a Farthing-Candle is to the I; : 
Sun at'noon day : He'is Beantrfu 


infinitely more fait': Hel is fairer thin the 


the chiefeft of ten thouſand: which notes the - 
perfeCtion of his Beauty ; and thereforeſhe 


ther lovely, ver. 16. or he is all loyelineſs: 
as if ſhe ſhould ſay, What doIdo# there is 
no.end of his beauty and amiablenefs ;there 
oukieg in him but what is loyely, -and 
there is nothing lovely but what is in bim; 
neither is there any thingin the whole Crez. 
tion,that has beauty and amtableneſs enough 
it it to be a ſbadow and reſemblance of 
4 his 


| 


| | he-was raddy,” ard of a beautiful countenance; 
andena- _._ 


(with theirs)the beauty of Men and Angels WW 
put together; it would all be nothing tothe | 


\ 


” 


hrofthe © 
Tank Gl F. 


rious, Ia: 4.2. Was Moſes fair ? Chriſt is Kb 


Children of Men, Pat. 45; 2. And had you a3* 
aneye to behold his Beauty, you covld not IT 
but be amazed at it, -and enamoured on itz _- 
Was David ruddy, and of a beautifu-Cour- + 
-tenance!?SeEwhat the Spouſe ſays of Chriſt, 


Cant. 5. 10. My Beloved is white and ruddyy 


concludes all with this, (having ſpoken of- -* 
the Beanty of his ſeveral parts Y He is altoge= -- - 
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- 6 b ond I. be beſt Mach, ry 


| Attributes and Perfections of Ged, and he 


þ- he whole Wordof God, himſelf the 
Word, Joh; 1.2. *Tis obſerved by one, that 
; ; Angels themfelves do not know all the 
Y a & of God, but Chriſt does : And as he 
vs know God, and the Things of God, 
"4 & alſo knows Man, and the Things of 
m7 La + He knows all men, and what 15 1 
"bem John. 2.24. 25. He knows the State; 
2" Op s, the Frames, the Thoughts, the 
Fs , the Counſels, the Ways, the Wants, 
» e Burthens, the Temptations of all: Ina: 
| word; he is infinite in wiſdom. and Counſel, 
and he knows perfeCtly; as how'to promote 
bisown Glory, ſo how to.defend, ſave, and 

> comfort his Spouſes,and carry on their hap- 
- Pineſs in the beſt way: O who would not 
\ have ſuck an Husband / Soul, if thou rej: C& 
-bim, know, that his wiſdom will fight a- 
, gainſt thee; and he does know how to. damn 
—anddeſtroy for ever. 


© JV: Are you for Beauty? That takes with 
I melt; forthis none like Chriſt : For Beauty 
and Comelineſs, he infinitely ſurpaſſes both 
= Men and Angels. -We read of Mſes, that 
he as; earecaing fair ;, and of David, that 
EVE be 
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FIVE. 


: | Faber loverh the Son, and ſheweth bins whaes | 
© ſorver be dath, Jahn 5. 20. He knows the 


_ only, Mat. 11. 27. " Foln 4 GI He knows | 
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the Stiles jptnfal to "rif fp. 
he-was rnddy, and of a beautiful chanriaiient, 
and Foſephusreports of the one of them, that + 
all that'faw*himz were amazed at, andena- |. 
| monred on his beauty. Obutwhat wastheir 
beauty to Chriſts? Were their and. ; 
(withtheirs)the beauty of Men and Angels © 
put together, it would all be nothing tothe 
Beauty of Chriſt : Not ſo much asthe light, .. 
of a Farthing-Candle is to the Ii _ Wo 
Sun at noon day : He'is Beantsfhl 4 ; Fo 
rious, Wa. 4.2. Was Moſes fair ? Chriſt is # 
infinitely more fait": He! is fairer thim the 
Children of Men, Pſal. 4.5: 2. And had you | 
an eye to behold his Baory: you covld not}... 
but be amazed at it, -and enamoured on it: 
Was David ruddy, andofa beautiful Cour= | | 
-tenance?SeEwhat the Spouſe ſays of Chrilt,” £5 
Cant. 5. 10. My Beloved is white and ru | 
the chiefeft of ten thouſand: which notes the. 
perfeAtion of his Beauty ; and thereforeſhe 
concludes all with this, ( having ſpoken of- S 
the Beauty of his ſeveral parts He is altoge= -- 
ther lovely, ver. 16. or he is all loyelinets: 
as if ſhe ſhould ſay, What doIdv# thereis 
nqg.end of his beauty and amiablenefs ;there 
onakiog in him but what is lovely, and 
there is nothing lovely but what is in bim; 
neither is there any thingin the whole Crez. 
tion, that has beauty and amiableneſs enough . 
ul it to be a ſbadow and reſemblance of 
his 
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" Bs  Zhe beſt Match, 'Or,«" 
” his. beauty and amiablene(s, + 0 fair S 
' _ (fays Rutberford) and fair Moen; and fair 
Stars, and fair Flowers, 'aud fair Roſes, an: 
© Farr Lillies;; but O-ten thouſand thouſand time 
$o Wren, Lord Jeſas ! Alas - 1 bave wrongea 
' Sim (fays he) in making the compariſon thi 
- ways O. black; Sun and; Moon! but O fair 
L . Lord Feſus ' © black Flowers, and black 
:” 'Zallies and Roſes | but O fair, fair, ever fair 
= Lords Jeſus \-+O black, Heaven | but O fair 
© Chriſt! O. black, Angels ! bat O ſupaſſmgly 
' fair Lord Feſws! Inſhort, Divines obſerve, 
thatthere 1s ſomewhat in Chriſt more amia- 
ble than Salvation ; and indeed there are 
thoſe: Heart indearing beauties, thoſe Soul- 
raviſhing:excellencies in the perſon of this 
Beloved, that are unſpeakablydeyond Sal- 
vyationit ſelf - He is the brightneſs,. the lu- 
ſtre, the ſhining forth of his Fathers Glory, 
Heb. 1. 2. © who wovld not be raviſhed 
with, and 'enamoured On his Beauty ? A 
fmall ſight and report thereof fet che Daugh- 
ters of Jeruſalem a ſeeking after him, Cant. 
'6. 1. And ſhall it have no influence upon 
you, to draw and. allure you to him ? Does 
one {o fair and beantiful make love to ſu 
black and deformed Creatures as you and 
are, and (hall we refufe him ? Shall we re- 
ject his lovely Lord ? O that his Beauty 
might'enamour us. 

VI. Are 
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ir] VI. Are you for Love, as well ag'/Lovye- 
4 lineſs? for a ſweet, kind, loving duſpoſitt- 
on ? This is deſireable to all, for this:alſo 
{| one like Chriſt : He is of:a moſt ſweet,. 
4 loviog,tender, affable Diſpolition ;;-He in. 
deedis love itſelf, kindneſs 1t ſelf, tenderneſs | 
and compallion it ſelf :: God is4ove,; 1:Joh:4. it 
16.:His love'to his Spouſes has all dimenſi- 
ir] ons, heights,breadtbs,depths, lengths Mt ; Yea, ol 
ly it paſſes Knowledge, Ephel. 3. 18,19. which us 
e,| ſhews the immenſity- and vnmeaſurableneſs 8 
a-] of his love; as if he ſhovid ſay of it, *tis. 
'e| higher than Heaven, and deeper than the 
I] Sea; 'tis broader than the Orb» of: the. = 
is] Earth, and longer than all Time, during * 
-| throvghout Eteriiſſty 3 yea, and it | pales +! 
-| Knowledge. There are twae things which - MW 
/,| exceed our knowledge; our Sins,and Chriſts. 
dj Love; the one isalmoſt, the other isaltoge.. -* 
\ | ther boundleſs, and bottomleſs. Though a 
- | man has neyer ſo many acccmpliſhmentsto 
| commend him, yet it he be of a; rough; 
nf crabbed, ſoure dilpoſition, this renders him 
$] unacceptable for ſuch a Relation: But toall 
F his other PerteCtions, Chiſlt has this added; 
That he is iphnitely loving as well as lovely; 

. ard of a mcſt kind, tender diſpoſition to 
7 | his Spobſes) Hence weread in Scripture'of 
his Love, his Kindneſs, his Meeknefs, his 
- Gene 
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-  Gentleneſs, andthe like; all noting thead- |) 
\mirable ſweetneſs and amiableneſs of his IÞ 
Diſpoſition : he wept over his very enemies, [4 
even them that finally refuſed him, Zak. 18. | 
1-42.; Yea, he had a Kindnefs for his Mur-{c 
*  therers,and prayed for them, and that whilſt þ1 
they were murthering of him ; yea, and his Þ« 
> Prayer carried many of them to heaven, Luk, Þe 
23. 34- O what love, what kindneſs then 
” muſt he have for his Spouſes ? He that has 
 loyeforEncmies, and ſuch love, what muſt 
” he havefor his Friends? *Tis a ſweet glofle 
{ whichone of theAncients has upon theplace 
- Jſtquoted, Father forgive them, they know 
- rot what they do: This (ſays he) is a Word 
becoming the eternal Word, the Word of the 
eternal Father; he'prayeFtot only for his Per- 
eentors and Reproachers, | but even for his 
Murtherers, improving all his intereſt in his 
'* Father for them , ſaying, in effett, Father I P" 
intreat thee, by that fatherly love thon haſt for | 
_ me, and by which we are one, hear me for 
' theſe my Murtherers, un forgiving of them 
” own the love of thy Son, that thou mayeſt 
pardon his enemies... .O what kindneſs 
does this argue ! In a word, his love isas 
an Ocean, which has. neither brim nor bot- 
tom x neither can he but. be kind to his. | 
. The Law, indeed, of kindneſs (as *tis ſaid of Þ' 
* the good Wile, Prov. 31.26.) 7: in bis lips;, Þ 
: yca, 


the Souls Eſpouſal to Chriſt. g8” , 
d- Yea; and:in his heart and carriages too, all _ 
is IPcing full of love. Oh ! that his loye might 
s, [draw you. Surely no tovelike his loye,none 
$. [ſo full, none ſo free, none ſo ſmeet, none 
r= fo fruitful, none fo raviſhing, none ſolaſt- 
& þng; his love, where he loves, never fails, - 
is Þor can it ever be broken off ; Who ſhall ſe- 
k, Perare us (ſays the Apoſtle) from the love of 
n (Chriſt? That is,nothing can ſeparate us fzom 


or Principalities, nor Powers, nor Things 
reſent, nor Things to come, Hor Height, nor 
Depth, nor any thing elfe can do it, Rom. 3. 
25, 38, 39. And 1 think, ſays an- Holy 
an, .his unchangeable tove hath ſaid unto 
me, I defie thee to break me, or change me. 
Dh irs, experienced Souls willtell you, how 
[weet, and good, and rich Chrilts loveis. 
T hey will tell you, one ſight, one taſte ofit, © 


ſt 
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d 


i 


han Wire, Cant. 1. 2. And will you reject 
Lim and his love too ? Will you Pour CON» 
:cmpt upon ſo much kindneſs? -O how jult- 
y then will you periſh under his wrath! He 
has wrath in him,as well as loye ; wrath for 
nemies,as well as love for his Spouſesz and 
his wrath is as hot and terrible, as his love is 
Feet and: comfortable ; yea, his love will, 
- ff rejefted by you, turn into wrath, and no 
"rath like that that is the reſult of _—_— 

ove - 
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2s ÞÞis love, Neither Death, nor Life, nor Angels, 


m2kes Heayen in the ſoul, that *trss better - - 
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,- love: Ohthereforecloſe, cloſe with Chriſt 
this day. I 


VII. Are you for a Perſon of eſteem, oneÞC 
that is mach valued and Beloved ? An inge-þat 
nious Soul would deſire this : and for thisl/ 
none hike Chriſt : As there is none ſo kindÞſC 
andloving, aSthe ; ſo there 1s none ſo muchſþr 
- yaluedand beloved as he - He is beloved byfh 
= all whoſe love:is worth the having; Hei! 
"Wl highly valved and beloved by all the Saint t 
” both in Heaven and Earth ; the Saints is 
Heaven they admire and adore him ; *cis ak 
part of their happineſs to love him, and deÞt 
hght.in him for ever : and the Saints onfhi 
Earth: they love-and value him aboye alfil 
others what ever ; he is the dearly Beloveqti 
of their Sou!s: How often does the Spouſqm 
call him her Beloved, and her Well BelovedÞbe 
And once and again, ſhe declares het ſelf ſich 
of love to him;-ſhe is evamoured on himpi 
he is indeed the af e of all Nations, Hag; 20 
#7. That is to ſay, He whomall the faitafulingo 
all Nations do love, delire, and delight inth 
Hence alſo that of the Apoſtle, To you thaſS 
believe he is precious, 1.Pet. 2.7. The Saintys, 
love and valueChriſt above all their NaturalF: 
or Creature-Enjoyments, above Father anqlſo 
Mother, Husband and Wite, and Childrenſhe 
and Houſes, and Lands, and the like : Squn 
MUC! 


the Souls Eſpeuſal to Chriſt. gT >. 
iſtþnuch is intirgated Har,10.37.& 19:29. they .-\ 
ove and yalne him above all their Spiritual 
\ttainments, acconnting them but Dung for 
mneſChrift, Phil. 3. 3. They love and value him. 
ge-pbove their lives, being ready to dte for him; _ 
higjActs 21, 13. Rev. 12. 11., Oh how en 
ndf|Chriſt to Saints? He 4s alſo highly yalue 
ichþnd beloved by all the Holy Angels! He is 
bythe great objeCt of tkeir Loveand Admiratl- 
eigÞn: Hence he is ſaid to be ſcen of Angels, 
ntsÞhat is, to be be beloved and delighted in by 
18} ngels, 1 Tim. 3. 16. The bleſſed Angels 
$ ako ice that in Chrift, which does enameour 
de#hem on him, and fill them with love to 
onſhim, and dclight in him; yea, which does 
alfill them with perpetual admirings and ado- 
edrings of him, Rev. 5, 12. Yea, which is 
uſqnore than all this. Heis infinitely valued and © $$ 
edÞbeloved.by God the Father alſo : The bleſſed - , hp» 
ichGod ſees that in Chriſt that renders him infl- $37 
mpitely amiable and deſireable.jn his Eye, and 
2|to'his Soul; both-as Son, and allo as Mediar 
Lintor ,be is even ipfinitely dear and precious to | 
infthe. Father: As he is the Son of -God, the 
baSon of the Father,as the Apoſtles expreſſion ÞL 
atgis, ſo is he the Darling and Delight of the Re 
raſFathers Scul, and was ſo from :l| eternity ; b-5 
ndſo much he himſelf tells vs, Prov.8. 30. So | 
enjbeis the infinite and eternal Favouriteof the 4% 
Sqinfinite and eternal Father; ſo he is one an 
ct | '_-_ . ellence 


þ 
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Eſſence with the Father, andaccordinglyf® 
muſt be infinitely dar to the Fathere. Hencef'? 
"he is ſaid ro be in the Fathers Boſom, and asl C 
Son, he was ſo from .eternity , Fob 1Þ* 
18. Now the Boſom is the ſeat of Love,andf 4 
his being in his Fathers Boſom, notes thatſ”* 
ſtrong, ardenx, intimate loye which rhe FaÞ? 

ther has for him; yea, even as Mediato 
the Father loyes him, Fobn 3. 35. Yea, he'< 
loves him with a choice, a ſignal, and anf" 
eminent love, with a love of the higheſt 
ſtrain, the choiceſt excellency, the ſweereſli h 
influence; a love that has a ſtamp of {pe{* 
cial glory. upon it : Hence he is called" 
the Beloved, Epheſ. 1.6. He hath madd"* 
1 accepted in the Beloved, that is, in Chriſt" 
who is*moſt dear to God : Hence Godſ® 
calls him his Beloved Son, This is my beloved al 
Son, in whom I am well pleaſed, Mat. 3. 17 ul 
Yea, heis called the Son of his Love 4 he har91 
tranſlated us into the Kingdom of his dear Son” 
theGreek is; the Son of his Love; Cl.1. 1 3Þ! 
” Yea, theFather proclaims him to be the de4'9 
* - light of his Soul : Behold (faith he) my Ser{*f 
| vant whom I have choſen, mine Elett in whowl© 
; my Soul delighteth, Iſa. 42. 1. What ſhall|'< 
I fay ? God loves himſelf infinitely, and lo 
next to himſelf he loves Chrift,and delights 
in him : *tis true, he Toves all the works of 
bis hands as ſuch, eſpecially rational Crea 
tures; 


th 
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pres; and among them, he has a peculiar 


*JHe indeed is firſt Beloyed, and moſt Below 
ad 2d, and beſt Beloved by him of all others.” 
od, as the School-men obſefve, does 
Hove the very fleſh or humane Nature of 
riſt morethan all the Angels : In a word, 
ie loves him ſo, as that he 1s even raviſhed 
Twith him, and he can't but love all that are 
82 him, orrelated by Covenanttohim ; and 
.qbat though altogether unloyely in them 
ſelves. Now, Sirs, will you net loye "ud 
qcmbrace this beloved one, one that is thus 
.fvalucd and beloved by Saints, by Angels; 
nd by Godithe Father? Andlet me ſay, one 
Jthat is hated and deſpis'd by none but Devils 
Tand deviliſh ones : Soul, if thou reject him, 


x, and adore ; thennever expect to live with 


11 Chemin the -fruitionof him, but reckon upon 
iving with Devils and damnedfpirits in hell 
l for ever: if thou reject him whom the Fa- 
.|ther loves and delights in,then expect to be 
" [rejected both by him and the Father for e- 
al ver; but Soul, rather be prevailed with to 
md love him too. 
5 VII. Are you for Immortality, for one 
-2.160at lives for ever? This added to the w_ is 
(__ 


4 
. 


@ 


"whom all the Saints and Angels love, admire 


—-* 


ul ove for his Saints and the Holy Angels; but 
he loves af x un ; twig more than all; 
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_ Qeſireablez; and for this none like Chriſt ;| 
Yea, none but Chriſt, he and he alone is a|ti 


neyer-dying Husband ; the beſt Husband[n 
here below is mortal, and may leave you in| 3 


-- a moments but Chriſt is immortal þe 3s the| 0 


-  AlhisSpo 


_ »band that lives for ever himſelf, and that 


* King immortal, eternal, 1 Tim. 1. 17. and? 
be cnly hath immortality, 1 Tim. 6. 16. He,| C 
and He only lives for eyermore : Behold | 1] 
Live for evermore, (ſays he) Rev. 1.18. Hel y 
will never leave you in the deſolate ſtate off 1] 
Widdow-hood ;- yea, n6t only does ht live] 
for ever a but moreover he makeyg © 
uſes to live for eyer too:So you find] 4 

John 11. 25, 26. I am the Reſurrettion and P 
the Life (lays he) be that believeth in me, V 
though be were dead, yet ſhall be live; and| N 
whoſoever liveth, and believerh in me, fhall ne- tl 
verdie. O what an Husband is this! an Huſ- 


makes his Spouſes live forever too; he gives 
all his Spouſes ſuch a life as never dies, an 
immortal life. In a word, cloſe with him, 


and as he will live foreyer, as thy Husband, 
ſo thou ſhalt live for ever as his Spouſe : Oh 
who would not accept of ſuch a Perſon? 
Soul, if thou receiveft hini, know, he lives 
for ever, to loye thee, to comfort thee, to 
delight thee,to make thee happy in and with 
himſelf ; but if thou rejeeſt him, knouy, 
that he liyes for ever to puniſh the,to inflict 
wraih 


$3 


dd... 


3 


| wrath and vengeance upon thee,andto make 


al thee compleatly miſerable; but oh rejeQthinn + 
Thus have I ſhewn you a little whats 
in| an}Husband Chriſt is to his Spooſes ; and up- . 


cd ROT. 


1 0n the whole, 1 would ſay to you as the 
:4| Spouſe did to the Daughters of Feruſalem 


e.| Cant. 5..46. This is my Beloved, and this is _ bx 
«| my Friend ;, this is he that offers himſelf go 
Jl your embraces, ſurely he 1s is no mean,no de... 


of] ſpicable Perſon, but one infinitely defireable. 
7e) Now; what do you ſay? will you have him, 
eg or will you not ? poſlibly this is the laſt ten- 
1d der he will ever make of himſelf to you; 
-d poſſibly the Match muſt be made now or ne- 
;c| ver 3 therefore now cloſe with him, acgept 
4 him upon hjs own terms, who ſurely is wor- 
el thy of all acceptation, 
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tf 
+an * 
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- 


© ,96 - * The beſt Match, Or, 


h—— — . hb ——— 


CHAP. VIII. 


- * Hhich ſhews what great things Chriſt 
- aoes for all his Spouſes. 


> FT'Rue, may ſome ſay, Chriſt's Perſon is 
2 deſirable; butwhat will he do for his 
| ſpouſes? What may our ſoul expeCt from 
2 * him, in caſe we ſhould cloſeup with him in 
8-4 Marriage-Covenant ? What will he do? 
F IE will he not do for you? Surely he 

ike himſelf, and does great things for 
all his ſpouſes: And ol.happy, happy they 
that areindeed eſpouſed unto him:l thall,for 
the mare efteCtual drawing of poor ſouls to 
him, ſhew you what he does for his ſpouſes 


7 ia theſe following Particulars: 


I.. He payes all their Debts. 
Il. He ſapphies all their Wants: 
II. He heals all their Maladies. 
IV. He bears al] their Burthens. 
V. He ſweetens all their Afflictions. 
VI. He ſubdues all their Enemies. 
VII. He minds and manages all their 
Concerns. 
VIII 
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vs, and the firſt day we'were born, Divine 


vs into the diſmal Priſon of utter dar 


the Souls Eſpouſel to Chrift. 97 . 
VIII. * Heenjoynters them in eternal Life 
and Glory, 


I. He pays: all their debts, fully dif- We 
charging their ſouls from all Sin and Guile. ral 
No ſooner isa Woman married to her Huſ- * TfY 
band, but preſently all her Debts become bt 
his 3 he pays all, at leaſt is lyable ſo to do: 
In like manner, no ſooner is a Soul eſpouſed 
to Chriſt, but all his Debts to Law and Ju- 
ſtice become Chriſts, and he pays all : And 
O how great a thing is this / Friends, we 
are all in debt,deeply in debt to the Law and” 
Juſtice of God: We owe each one'of us FT 
more thaf our teri thouſand Talents, far. .  F* 
18. 24 Welie vnder whole Mountains of 4 
Sin and Guilt : The truth is,our firſt Father 
left.us and all his Poſterity in debt; -we +8<% 
brought Sin and Guilt into the Werld with 


Juſtice might have arreſted us,and have caſt 
els 
T came of thoſe Parents (ſays one of th An- 
cients) who made me damned before I was 
born ;, they ſamers begot me a ſmmer in their 


{ 
Hi 
ſn.And to the ſame purpoſe another of them | 


ſpeaks, No man #8 free from ſin, (ayes he) in 
the ſight of God; no, not' an Infant of a day 
old. And to giveyau a greater authority than 
theſe, the Holy Apoſtle allerts the ſwm2 

þ thing. 
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Thirg, Rom. F-'12. By one man ſiBentred i in- 
to tie World, and death by: ſin; | and.death 

piſſed upon all men, for that all have ſwned, 

pr ſinned, and weall {inned-in him, we 
all'being in him, as in a.Common Head ; 
andthe: guilt of the Act of his ſin-is as 
"truly ours, -as if we had each one-of +» 
vs Acted itin our own Perſonsz and weall © 
ſtand jaſtly condemned for it; Herice alſo 
verſ. 8.,he'tells us, That by the Offence of 
one, judgement came upon all men to condemna- 
tion. ,.: Belides, we+have all contracted a 
yak Yobt upon our ſelves, and do'lie under 

| muchractual guilt,. and that: of a ſcarlet dye 

* anderimſon-tinfture, Alas, we have done. 
little but ſinned-ever ſince we came into the , 
World 3 and indeed, as long we are out. 
of Chriſt, either all we do'is fin, ' or at leaſt | 
we fin ingall wedo: weareevery day runf* 
ning vpon-new Scores, adding fin to ſin, and 
* guilt toguilt: And O how great then muſt * 

-» our,Debts.tolaw and juſtice needs be? You 

” 'Jookwvpon-that manto be deeply-in dept in- 
deed, whoſe Debts are fa many and great, 
as that he can neither know nor count them, 

- And thus it is with us, ſo many and ſogreat, 
are our Sins, and conſequently our Debtsto 
Law and Juftice, that we can neither know 
| or count them. David, though an holy 
' Man, cries out, Who can underſtend his er- 

a rors? 


' © iy 
* - 
iy, > 
* 


* Never be. Mar. .5.26, Now ſinner, wonldlt 7 


arediſcharged from all. Juſtice that ſtands 


Arreſts, nor know we how ſoon Juſtice 


times. did to Pilemon concerning Oneſanns;, 


$-<> VL. | WY 
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rors? Pal. 19. 12. Alas, who of us can * 
count the fins of one day? They pat our ? 
knowledge : and which is worſe ſtill, we * 
areunder a neceſlity, whilſt in'our-Natural 
ſtate, of increaſing onr ſin and'guilt every 
day and hour. Now how ſþallall this Debt 
be paid, this Sin and Guilthe.expiated and © 
done away? Why only by Chri cloſe pou | 
him in a Marriage Covenant andyogrdc Souls 


ypon Satisfaction, it calls for full payment ;- 
its language is Pay, or periſh; pay, or be. 
damned; and nothing have'we of our ow 

to pay the leaſt of altour debts, norcan we: 
poſſibly right God for the wrong we have 4 
done him by the leaſt Sin;and, which adds fol: 
our miſery, we are every day in danger of 


by the hand of that grim Sergeant De AY 
clap an arreſt upon us, and caltus into Pri-'*; 
ſon, whence there,is no redemption, nl 
we have paid theutmolt farthing,which can © 1 


thou have thy Debts paid,thy Sins Pardon-. © 
ed,and thy ſoul freed from the danger of 
ary ab give up thy ſelf to Chriſt 
ina Marriage-Covenant : Othis is theionly* 
wayto diſcharge all. Chrilt ſays to Juſtice” } 
concerning All his Spoules, as Paul ſome- 


r 2 If 
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* If be hath wronged - thee , or oweth thee any 
> thing, put that upon my account: So ſays 
* Chriſt roGod concerning thee immediatety 

- vpon thy cloſe with him; Father, ifthis 
 ' Soul bath wronged thee, and oweth thee 
" anything, place it on miy account, I have 
_ takenall his Debts upon me, Ile be reſpon- 

ſible to thee for all : Father,this Soul I bled 
- and eyed for, this Soul1 was made ſin and 
acurſe for, whereby thy Juſtice is fully ſa- 
tisfied; ct him therefore be diſcharged. O 
= Soul, bow-ſhould this draw thee to Chriſt ? 
7 Canft thou be content to lie under fo great a 
& D:bt?Andis it a ſmall thing to thee to be.in 
&- danger. of fo terrible an Arreſt as that of Ju- 
© fiice, which we have ſpoken of, is? Suppoſe 
| Fa man owed ten thoſand pounds, and had 
F-nothing therewith to pay,and he ſaw him- 
T {elf in danger every moment of being caſt 
4in:o Prifon; how ſad wouldſt thou look up- 
on his caſe to be? and how gladly, thinkeſt 
-+thon, would be embrace an offer from any 
F” to Ciſcharge him from all ? Soul, thy caſe is 
F * ren chouſand times more ſad,and how glad- 
+ ty ſtovldſt thon embrace the LordJeſus who 
- would, and wholone can diſcharged fot 
| thee: In ſhort, wercad of Spiries afBady 5: 
Priſon, 1 Pet. 3. 19 Juſtice has already 
ClaptitsArreſt upon thouſands and ten thou- 
* Fands and log'd them in the Prifon of eter- 
, nal 
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nal darkneſs, and what canſt thou expect 
from it,but to be dealt with in the like man- ; 
mr ſpeedily, unleſs thon cloſeſt with Chrilf 
as thyRighteouſneſs,to makeſarisfaRtion for 
thee ? His Righteouſneſs is ſuch as makes 
a full atisfation, and is every way anſwer- 
able to the ſtricteſt demands of Law amd Jb- * 
ſtice; and by it, he being cloſed wirhal by 
thee, all thy Debts are paid at-once: - * 


ILHe ſupplies all their wants;and makes 

bleſſed proviſion for them + *Tis the partof 
.an Husband to ſupply the -wantsof hisWite ' 
and to make proviſion for her - And this * 
Chriſt does for all bis Spouſes ; he ſupplyes 
all their needs according to his Riches in glory <* 
They have wants and he has-Fulneſs zoOT. 
have Needs, and he has Riches; atid he 
brings his Fulneſs to their Wants, and freely 
communicates of the one to the other: Tru- 
ly we are full of Wants of all forts, Wants: 
in'the Soul, and Wants in the Body. We aray 
' poor, and miſerable, and blind, and naked 
Rev. 3. 17, Yea,our Wants are ſuch, and 
ſo pinching upon us, that with the Prodigal } 
we areeven periſhing with hunger, Luke. 1 4 
17. Even the Saints themſelves are a poor 'Þ 
and needy People, full of wants, Tfa. 42. 17. £ 
Now how ſha!l theſe wants be Tupplyed ? 
Only by Chriſt, and do but cloſe with Jim, 
2 -F $ and . 
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_ and hewill ſopply all plentifully : Let it, be 
| but-a day of- Eſponſals- between Chriſt and 
= You, and allyour Wants are ſupplyed for 
- ever. Thetruth is; Chriſt is all ; Heis the 
- great All, - (as one calls him) Heaven and 
Farth; :Time and Eternity, Grace and Glo- 
* Ty. are all in one Chriſt: He ſupplies thE Spt- 
+ Titual Wants of his Spouſes ; Do you want 


"Life ? He that bath the Son,bath Life,x. Joh. 
* $.-12. Do you wgnt Grace ? Cloſe with 


=o! Grace, Jobs 1. 16. Do you want Peace 
* Cloſe with Chriſt and he will give you 


WF Pcace. John 1 4. 27, Do you want.Strength 


WF. and Righteouſneſs, Rigpteouſneſs for Juſtifi- 
4 Cation, and ſtrength for Sanctification and 
= Obedicnce? Cloſe with Chriſt and he will 
. 1 you with abundance of both, 1ſa-45. 
"24. - Do you want Joy and Conſolation ? 
F Cloſe with Chriſt, he will in cue ſeaſon 
& #{!! you with Joy and conſolation, he will 
F comfort your hearts, 1. Theſſ. 2. 116.17. He 
| {ſupplies all the ontward Wants alſo ofhis 
Rt. Spoules, and that fo as that they want no 
3 good thing, Pfal. 34.10. They want no 
& Outward good thing ; but what the want 
| Thereof is better for them, than the enjoy- 


often have buta little of outward Comforts; 
5 but yet then they haye much in a little,much 


Chriſt and he will give you Grace,abundance ' 


ment of it would be: True, they-may, and *' 
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Love, much Bleſſing, much of Chriſt and 
the Covenant :: And-therefore a little which 
they have, 1s ſeig to be-beiter than the richts 
of many wicked, Plalm 37. 16. Beſides 
wherein they are cut (hort in 'Temporals; 
Chriſt often makes it up to them in Spirity» 
als: They are poor in this World, bat rich 1n 
Faith, Jam. 2. 5.” They havenotmuchof 
the Streams; it may be, but they have the 
more of the Fountain : ; .more love, and the_ ' 
ſweeter communion with Chrilt:ln a word, 
whatever either Heaven or. Earth affords; 
ſo far as they need it,they ſhallhave its The 
Lord will give Grace and Glory, and #0.go0d. 
thins will be withhold from them . that walk, 
uprightly, Pſal.84.. 9. O who would notcloſe | 
with this Chriſt? Soul, why ſtandeſt thow- 
off from him ? ls there any can fupply thy -- 
Wants but he ? Is there any can giye thee 
Life, a0d Peace, and Pardon, and Righte- | 
ouſne6, and Saly: tion, but he ? Or. hadſt 
thou rather die in thy Wants, than came £97 
this Formtain to befon plied ? Hadſtthours- 
ther periſh in thine own poverty.thancome 
to this Treaſury to be enriched ? 


. * T 
Il. He heals all their Wounds,and cures Þ| 
all theic Maladies: He is a Phyſician to his .| 
Spouſe, and ſuch a Phyfician; - as that Þ 
ney; gatheWound benever ſo dcep,and the 
F 4 Dl- 
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+  Diſcaſenever ſo deſperate,yet he never fails 
- to work the Cure for them: O how ſhould 
this allure us to him!We,my Beloved, have 
our Wounds, as well as our Wants, we are 

_ . full of Maladies and Diſeaſes of Soul : The 
truthis, from the ſole of the foot ro the crown 
of the head, there is no ſoundneſs in us, Ia. 
17 6. The Saints themſelves have their 
wonnds, yea, wounds many times that ſtink, 

' and are corrupt, (as David ſpeaks) P/. 38. x. 
Indeed, they are apt to get freſh Wounds 
every day, Wounds in their Grace, and 
= Wounds in their Peace; Wounds 1n their 
& Comforts,and wounds in their Conſciences; 
= wounds that ſmart ſorely, and which many 
"times bleed, as if they ſhould bleed to death 
8 of them: Well, but Chrift heals all their 
Wounds, and do but cloſe with him in a 
+ Marriage-Covenant, and he will heal all 
thine-too, whoever thou art: He is that 
= good Samaritan that has Oyl and Wine, his 
397- Blood and Spirit to pour into the wounds 
8 of his People for the healing of them: By bs 
ſeripes we are healed, Iſa. 53.5. -His Blood 
$ andSpiritare a Soveraign Balm, which can 
&& heal the deepeſt Wounds and deadlieſt Di- 
ſeafes: His Spouſes find it fo, He reſtorerh my 
#. Soul,ſays D.vid, Pſal. 23. 3. - His Soul was 
& ſubject to many ails*and ipfirmities ; but 
| Chriſt reſtored him under all ; Need we ay, 
' $ 


J 
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Is there no Balm in Gilead? is there no Phyſs* .. 
cianthere ? Surely there is. Indeed there 15 
none but Chriſt and his Rloodgthat can heal 
our wounds. O Soul, why ſhouldeſt thou 
not cloſe with him-that. thou mayſt be heal> 
ed? Do not thy Wounds ſtink? and are they 
not ready to rankle and Gangreen ? - And: 
unleſs Chriſt heals them for thee, muſt thou 
not unavyoidably die of them and perith fcr 
ever? Muſt thou not ſuffer a cutting oft, a 
cutting off from Gcd, a cutting off. from, 
Chriſt, a cutting. off from ,Heayen and all, 
happineſs ſor ever? and wilt thou ſuftzrfach 
a cutxing off ? Wilt thou be content to die, 
and periſh eternally, rather than come to 
Chrilt for healing ? | 


Iv. Hebearsall their Burthens : we are 

- commanded to. bear one anothers Burthens ; 
eſpecially Husbands ſhould bear the hur- 
thens of their wives: And this Chriſt does, he 
bears all the Burthens of hisSpouſes, $ re, 
we all hayc our burthens, many and great 
burtaens , which we labour under , bur- 
thens within, and burthens without; bur- 
thens 1n the Fleſh, and Barthens inthe Sp'. 
Tit, burthens that make ns groan uadzr 
taem -, - Being burthened; we groan, ſays the 
Apollle, 2 Cor. 5. 4. Burth ns that ave '0a". 
h:avy for us to bea', a8 David complaincd hig 
Eh were 
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8 were, Pſal. 38,4. Burthens ſometimes that 
F- + makes aburthentoour ſelves, as Fob com- 
* Plains of hind&lfgfvb. 7. 20. Yea,Burthens 
L- thatmake our very lives a burthen to 
rage is weary of my Life, ſays 7ob, ch p 
7730: 4: Now, how ſhall all theſe Burthens be 
' both? Why, Chriſt will bear them all, he 
"Bears All the Burthens of all his Sponſes z 
and if 'we will cloſe with him ina Marriage- 
» Covenant, there ſhall not that Burthen lie 
ypon us, 'that he will not bear for us. He 


-* * 1. 1na way of Sympathy and Compaſſi- 
on > He weeps with all their tears,andVfighs 
with all-their groas -- If they are troubled 


 wwall things he bears the other- end of the 
* burthen ; n all their affiictions he afflitted, 
Ia. 63.y. He does ovunaotyonrt, ſuffer to- 
= gcther with us: or (as the Apoſtle renders 
it) he 5s touched with the feeling of our in- 

"+ femmes, Heb.4.t5. He is deeply ſenſible 
- of allour Burthens, all our Sorrows: Such 
- ſonictimes is the caſe with the Saints, that 


- and ſympathize with them»under their Bur- 
thens; 2s was David's caſe, Pſi. 69: 20. 

-- Buteven then Cariſt bears the other end of 

F the Burthey, he pities them, and ſympa- 

thizes with them, andthat according tothe 

, weight 


bears'all his Peoples Burthens two ways ' 


he*grieves; if they are wounded, he bleeds,” 


Among men they have none to pity them, - 


me . 


4» 
= 
YE emp - enomen— —_— _ 
=” 


— > 


_ 


| weight of their Burthen. And O haw fon ; 


| on: Hedoes not onely bear with them, but; 


| ps what they are enabled to. bear, - Cor. , 


DP 7 
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is that ? No matte; fays an Holy Man, how 

heavy the burthen be, ſo long as Chriſt bears the. | 

other-end of it. _ | 
2, Ina way of Succour and Corroborati. K 


alſo he gives them flrength to. bear; and,” } 
ſtand up under the burthen.: He ,pats hit, 2 
everlaſting arms underneath them, Dent. 43%"; 
27, Andwith the promiſe of this he ens" 
courages them to-.calt their Burghens upon 
him 3 Caft thy burthen -upon vhe Lord, . and be 
ſhall ſuſtain thee; ſaccour, and ſaport thee, : 
Pſal. 55.22. He ſtrengthens and ſuccours 
them, and that anſwerable to the weight of, 
their Barthen:Hegiyes them great ſtr-ngth* 
for great Burthens, great ſuccoursfor great, * 
Temptations, and fo makes good his Pro- - : 
n-iſe ta them, wot to ſuffer them.to be tempted 


ſ0.13. Thepoor Soul many times crtesOur., | 
Oh, I ſhall ſink under the-Burthen,,. *ris.too-+- : 
heay y for me to.bear: But, Soul, though.ir 7.5 
be to heavy for thee, yet *us nottoo heavy... 
for Chriſt to bear, and he hears. with thee = 
and for thee : yea, he does not'only bearghut=. /; 
in due time he bears away all their buy Ns... 
for them: There isnotthac burthen lios up. * 
o2.any of his Spouſes, but he ſo beats it, as, 
at. Jaſt to: bear it iterly away. for them,ſaas' 
. % ©T TERS they! | 


7 
$-4. 
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they ſhallnever need togroanunder it more. 
, Hehas already born theheavieſt burthen of 
" all for them; eyenthe guilt and puniſhment 
, Of theirſins; He bare our ſins in his body up- 
©, 00 the Tree, 1 Pet. 2.24. And again, - He 
= vare the ſin of many, Ia.-53,12. And 'tis 
"$. well forus that he hath born this burthen ; 
{& for otherwiſe it muſt neceſſacily have ſunk 
aid cruſht us for eyer: We could neyer have 
'& Food under it, and as he has born this, ſo 
| he bears, and in due time will bear away all 
{ forthem: Are their fins, the iniquities of 
* their holy Things,a burthen to them? Theſe 
- he bearsaway for them, Exod. 28, 38. Are 
” on remainders of original corruption a bur- 
t, then to them? Theſe make them groan in- 
deed; theſe in due time he bears away for 
them, Rom.7.24,25. Are their conflicts and 
temptations a burthen to them ? Thele lie 
{heavy upon ſome, in due time he bears theſe 
Faway alſo : He turns theic Conflicts into' 
* Triumphs : Oh how ſhovld this comfort the 
* hearts of Saints? And how bovuld it draiy 
andallure ſinners to him ?-O, Sirs,will you 
fink under your burthens, rather than haye 
Chriſt to bear them for you ? Oh be not {6 
cruel to your own Souls! | 
=. 'V. He ſweetens all theis Afflictions for 
= them :- Afflictions they may, and often do 
& meet withal, many and great Afﬀfictions. 


- - Grd" 


the. Souls Eſpouſal to. Chrift. tog A 
Chriſt tells us, That in the world we ſhall have 


7 tribulation, John 16.33. But her fweetens all : 
| for them 3* he turns their Wormwood: into ' 
| 


Wine, and therffore at the ſame time, with. 
the ſame breath he ſaycs, In me ye ſhall bave 
peace : 'As if he ſhould ſay! will ſweeten all. 
your tribulationsto you; Chriſt fweetens 
his Peoples affliftions to them two wayes. 
1. By his. preſence with them, and the 
| communications of his loye to them ander 
| their Affiiftions :' Chriſt has promiſed to be 
with his People, andto miniſter comforts to 
' them in their afflictions, 1/z. 43. 2, ho 
thou paſſeſt through the Waters,  Fle be with, 
thee 5, and through the Fire, It ſhall not barn” 
thee : that is, Il be with *thee in all os 
arpeſt Affictions thou ineeteſt withal : 
| "They meet with many Afictions, .Sick- - 
| neſs, Poverty, Reproach, Perſecution, & the, 7 
| like z but Chriſtis with them in all, and 


ſhews them his lovye,and this ſweeteps Fins LE 
| them. Thetruth is, Chriſt is never mor&* 
* with his People, and he uſually never com-+.. 
3 municates'more of his Love and ConWlati- . - 
ons tothem than when in Affiftion:. Then , 
uſually *cis that zhey have the ſweeteſt rem- . 
| braces of his Boſom, then they have the. 
| cleareſt i ights,the fulleſt taſts,the choiceſt & 
; moſt eminenc ſcalings of his#ovetothem : | 
Tram be leads them into his Bengugting "houſe 


and 


. | > 9... beſt Match, Or; 
| - anddiſplays the Banner of. bis love-over them ; 
Fo he: bays them with Flaggons, and comforts 
thim with Apples: bis left band is wnder their 

head, and his right hand dots embrace them ; 

Cant.2.4,5,6.1 hen he miniſters his Ktrong- 
- eſt conſolations to them, comforting them in 
*” albtheir tribulations:2.Cor.r.4,5. The truth 

is;their ſharpeſt affliCtions are but to prepare 
* thetn for his {weeteſt Conſolations; and jin- 
deed he therefore oftentimes afflicts them, 


thathe may manifeſt his Love, and miniſter 


Confolations to them;-according to that of 
| Moſea'2.14. 1 will allure her into the Wilder- 
** 2eſs,* and*there will I ſpeak comfortably to ber; 
” & indeed, as ſtrong Conſolations oftentimes 
- Prepare for great afflictions; ſo great afflicti- 
+ ons uſually make way for.ſtrong Conſolati- 
” ons.» Ajfl:&ions (ſays a worthy Divine) # 
= the Air, in which Chriſt s love eſpecially breaths, 

© . ard Chriſt andthe Croſs (ſayshe) are feet 
--6dmpanys This, viz. Chrilts love and pre- 
{ence with his People in-their afflitions, is, 
whatturns their night into day, their dark- 
ne intolight,their pains into eaſe, their ſor. 
rows 18to joys, their loſſes into gains; yea 
and Death it ſelf :into Life: Thowgh TI walk 


i 


= throngh the valley of the ſhadow of death, yet 


will I fear ne evil, becauſe thou art with me, 
Pfal. 23. 4+ It tfiems a Priſon into a pleaſant 
Pallacez y8a-tt turns a fiery Furnace into a 
. = delightful 


4 


; 
; 


| 


- Children,and this experienced Souls 


-gation of God, as.ſo many hewers of 
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delightful Walk ; as inthe caſe of th#three 


how fweet*are Afﬀiictions when Gt 
his Love come with them! _ San 

2. By ſanCtifyingtheir Aflico_th 4 
and working good to their, Sons ont of all, . 
SanCtified Afliftions are fweet Afitiogs ; "+2 
they meet with Aﬀiictions, but Chriſt eives © 
them the ſweet Fruit, and a bleſſed iſſue of 
them; makes them all work together -for 
good to them, according to that great Ora- 
cle, Rom. 8. 23. All things ſhall work, Toge- 
ther for good to them that love God. By theſe 


"Ah - __ 
x 


| heproyes their Graces, and improves their. 


Experiences 3” heamakes them all tobe, as: -; 
the Gibeonites ſometimes were to the on 
and drawers of Water to their Faith, to their 
Comforts, to their Holineſs oh Earth, ang, 
Happineſs in Heaven : The Faith of this; 
ſweetned all Fobs great and heavy Aﬀictions 
to him : When Iamtryed (ayes he) T'fhalt 
come forth as Gold, Job 23, 10. Hereby he 
tryes their Faith which 1s better than Gold, 
1. Pet. 1-7. Hereby he refines them, and, 
purges away their droſs from them, Babpld 
F have refincd thee, but not "with Sdlutr-;..1, 
have choſen thee in the Furnace of Aﬀfliftion : 
Or,asyou may read it, I have made a choice. 
one of thee 1n the Furnace of Afiction, Tſa, 
48.10, 


find::© _ - 
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F * 48. 10. Hereby be makes them partakers of 


*r wy and taketh away their. ſim, 
lg jhort, hereby he humbles them 
- "and:; rudtion to them : hereby he 
/ wealis Hrom- the World, draws them 
#: *nearer tohimſelf,quickens theirheartsin his 
© -.go6d wayes and raiſes them vp to higher 
rains of Grace and pitches in Holineſs,then 
| they were gotup to before: Yea,hereby he 
= increaſes their Revenue of Glory, and adds 
_ » fo their Crown 1n eternity. Our light Afﬀi- 
Hons which are But for a moment, (lays the 
Apoſtle) work out for us a far more exceeding 
ad aneternal weight of Glagy, 2 Cor. 4. 17: 
Thus he fanCtifies all; and O howdoth this 
ſweceten all!: Here 1s a Crols, 'cis true may 
the Soul ſay, bot by this Croſs Chriſt does 


away th 


= me from the creature,ſets mea longing after 
> Heaven ; and ſo long welcome Croſs, how 

" heavy foever : Hereis an Affliction,”tistrue, 
and *tis an heavy one, but by.it Chriſt proves 
and brightens my Graces, and that ſweetens 
all: *O what owe | (ſayes Rutherford) to the 
*File'and Hammer of my {weet Lord Jeſus ? 
© He hath taughr me more (ſays he) by my 
« fixmonths1mpriſonment,than ever 1 learnt 
©;n my nine yeafs paſt Miniſtry, Luther was 
* wont roſy, three things made a good - ini- 
87 <7 IRery 


his holineſs, Heb. 12. 10. By this be purgeth - 


-- crucifie me ro ſin and the world, he weans - 


-'T he fame alſo conduce much to the making : 
of a good Chriſtian: And'indeed,'tis ſeldom” 


| his wayes : But know, (1.) Thou ma 

meet with Affliction, yea, firſt or lat thow 
' wilt afſſuredly meet with Afiftion, though 
thou never cloſeſt with Chriſt- Alas,wicked 


the Souls Flpouſal to'Chrift 
"'ſter, Temptation, AfMiCtion,Sopplicition : 


that ever a S0ul comes toapy egpinency Jt 


_ grace,untit he has been exetcis'd with ſanCti- - - 
_ hedAffiitions and Temptations:And doubt- 


leſs there is many a Soul who may and muſt 
ſay, That next to Chriſt,his aMiCtions have, 


through his Grace and Bleffing been bis beſt 


Mercies. O how ſhould this draw Souls'to 
Chriſt,” & allure theryinto a Marri 
venant'with him! Poor Soul, it may'b 
which keeps thee from Chriſt, isWefe; 
what Afflictions thou mayeſt meet with in 


men,and unbelievers meet with troubtes '& 


Aftliftions, and that-even in this world oft- 


times: Howeyer,tobe ſure at laſt; they will 
have a full Cup, yeathe very dregs of Gad's 
Wrath poured out unto them: They will 
meet with, and fall under forer and more 
dreadful Afflitions,than any thou canſt meet 


| Withal in the way,and for the ſake of Chriſt; 


\| for pray conſider is there any Trouble, any . 
Afflition thou. canſt meet withal for Chriſt * 


» like to this,for a man todie uhis fins,to be 
| ſeparated from God for eyer,tohave infinite- 


neſs 


| A. 


112” : 


. Co- 
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' . Teſs andeternity combined againſt thee? Is 
_ there any Trouble.or. Afflictions liketo the: 
torments of the InfernalPit, and being the 
apject of infinite Wrath-for xyer ? and yet 
this will be the lot at laſt of all that cloſe not 
with-Chriſt in-Marriage relation. (2) What 
ever Aﬀictions thou mayeſt meet withal in 
theway of Chriſt,cloſing withhim, he ſweet- 
ens'all for thee; and: that ſo as that thou 
wouldeſt not have been without them for a 


World : 9 ſtare not-at the Croſs bur cloſe 


ei? VI iq ves all ther enemies for them: 
True the-poor Saints and Spouſes of Chriſt 
are beſet with Enemies on all hands; they 
_ haye many Enemics; and mighty Enemies, 
_ Enetnies within, and Enemies without, and 
all a confederacy agamſt them to deſtroy 
tiem todeſtroy their Livegztodeſtroy their 
_ Graces;to deſtroy their £4 and comforts 

to: deſtroy their Souls andMappineſs for e+ 


ver; -alt like ſo many roaring Lyons ſeeking - 


- to d&vour them + Well,” by#Ehriſt, whois 
their Captain as well as their Hasband fub- 
= and conquers all for theny;, and, firſt or 
,makes them ro-ſct their feet upon their 

* necks, and triumph over them : He makes 
them Corquerors, yea more: than Conquerors 
© overall, Rom.8:37.He makes them foro con- 
j , b «QUET 


ww 44S LL et we ww .ps a, _ * 
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| Saints great Enemy ; *tis that which:wars. _ 
| againſt their Souls, Rom.7 23. 1- Pet: f8- +» 
| And indeed this.isthatwhich gives alltheveſt - 43 
an advantage againſt them z but eventhis- © -7 
; greateſt Enemy'Chriſt has - conquered: for... 
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quer them, as ſooner orfaterto. gain by all 
their conflicts and appoſitions:IndeedGChrilt 
has already conquered all his Peoples En& 
mies for them. The Saints have five great k- 
nemies, .$1," Self, 
Death; and Chriſt has long ſince-conquered 
them all for them,& by degrees; brings,'*em 
into the joyful triumph of that conqueſt. «+ 
1. He has conquered fin for them; He by 
being made lin, hath obtained. an eternal vi- 
ory over Sin for all his People :-Sin is the 


' them: Hence, he is ſaid-10-have congdenried fit 
in the ſleſh:;. be for ſin, condented;'fin inte 


crifice for ſin,..-hath killed and ſubdueddim 
. Paſta ſentence of Death and Condemnatign 


{ upon {in for ever hence alſo our old ddan:is 


| ſaid to be cracificd with him, that the "y, 
ſin might be deſtroyed,Rom.6. 6.. Hence 


ſo 
he 1s ſaid to deft roy ſin » 0 take away fin, and 
the like : And how 2 Why as to the Reign 
and Powerzas well as the Guilt and Curſe of 
it: And this Paul acted by the Spirit of Faith, 
could triumph in, even whilſt be was-in the 
ſharpeſt conflits with ſip, Rom; 1.23 24-2 5; 


of * 
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the World, the Devil, and®: 


- . 


wp 


PP. 3 - * 


fleſh; Rom,8, 3.4. e.'He by being; made a {a+ © 


” 136 DZhebeſt Mach, "Ow ' . | 
| .tbank.God through Chriſt, (ſayes bs: ;) For 
Rn fo ory a, Caen be) Fr | 
Jon that Law of Sin he was now confliting ©} __ : 
b-- . JE 
[ 2 © 2+He has conquered Self for them: - Self, 
@s'well as Sin, is our deadly Enemy : This: 
'W andeed isanear cloſe Enemy, and moſt diffi-+| 
= to be ſlain; This is an Enemy that we? 
are tootoo loth many timesto have deſtroy- þ 
- and yet an Enemy which makes woful : ] 
yl | upon, us and our happineſs. I often | 
thix of the Speech of an Holy and Learned- F 
ie; *Oh, fayes be, if 1 wel be Maſter; | 
at houſe-Ido! my ſelf ,my own,my own 
-pmnctges caſe, how bleded were 1! | 
-;0 d bt we have need,ſayes ke,to be redeem-_ $F9* 
> *dfromour ſelves,rather than frongtheDe- .- 
-- Sviland the World! And preſent | Loin be 
5” rierour;O wretched Idol my felt! When 
_ hall Iſkethee wholly decourted, and Chriſt | 
-— *#holty putinthy room? Andwho that have 
anyacquaintance with themſelves donot find 
= Gaſt to cry outin like manner? Oh thisSelf, J 1+ 
* .ti&Fretched Sclf, how great an Eftemy is 4 
_*48Y V <,but this Chriſt hath conquered,and 
. dofin with him, thou ſhalt by degrees find 
-1ttodie and fall under thee.- Pax! did ſo, I 
. am-erucified with Chriſt, ſayes he, nevergheleſs 
\ 4 ve,yet not T,Gal: 2.20, He had an 1, a Self 
EBerraled a ut Rs (Ar wes 
cite 


bt p THR 6 
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rhe outs "Efpodfal fo pip. ey 
ified and ſlain for him Ando ward eg &-"7 
dr over it. ** 
8. 3-Hehas conquered theWorld for them: FIN 
'ake the World io. what notion you will, &; 
tis inonerefpett'or other an Enemy:tothe: 
Faints; the'then of the Wotldzthe Things: 
pf the World, the Erowns of the Workkthe y 
mveriees: the World, they all one way or, + © 
* way ht againſt them,and are Enemiesto: 
| he Worldas well as Sin and'Self;. 
$4 pA Enemy to them-But this Enemy. 
alſo Chriſt has ſubdued: and conquer 
Whew, and he has told them {6.n Rad 
Ir comfort, under the oppoſitions key. © © 
Fmeet with from it 5 Fob. 16. 23. Be of good,” 
"yo [ſhave overcome the world,” ( (ayes 
$4--4. the World is your Enendy, but? So + 
onquered Enemy 3 'twill moleſt. kya 8 
poſe you, but it ſhall not beable to: os: - 
for 1 haye conquered it for you... 
Chas conquered it for us, ſo he will e IXP 
cloſing with him by Faithito conquer 1t-: "Ri 4.14 
T1. John, 5.4. Thitss the viftory ww, ;. 47 
& vercomab the World, even our Faith: | The: © 
4} Would ſhall not always'annoy andink 
Saints. | 'F4 
4 He hasconquered the Dey1l, mantis; Ys 
Deyils.in Hell for them - The Devil isthe - 
FEdeing of the Saints, and.indeed he is 2 for-- 
| mic : One; AQ - Ra that Foes 7 
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likt'@ roaring Lyon, fecking whom be may dg” 


vour,.1 Pet, 5. 8: He 1s a ſabtil, a' potent, a 
milicions,a croel; and an indefatigable Enc- 
ny: Bt fb formidablean Enemy as he is, 
Chriſt hath conquered him for them ; Hence 


- if is faid ro-bave deſtroyed the Devil, hepar 
*ra0k' of fleſh and blood, that through death be 
* might deſtroy him that bad the power of death, 


” 
N IF; v.5 
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-Hhat#t," the Devil, Heb. 2, 14. and to have 
Jpoiled Principalities and Powers, and to hav 


_— a ew of them openly on his Croſ, try- 


hr” over them,Col. 2. 15. dragging them 
is Chariot Wheels; as was the manner 
ſometimes for Conquerors to! deal by their 
vanquiſhed” Enemies : -The ſum is, that he 
hatfmadea compleat and. glorious congelt 
overallthe-Deyils in hellfor Believers he. 
has conquered therh eyento triumph:Chriſt 
has conquered the Devil for his Spouſes, as 
to-his:roling, reigning, and commandirſg 
poweriatid he will,and does conquer him at 
1aſt,yea fpeedilya$to his tempting, vexing, 
and edu ing power; The' God of Peace ſhall 


I I tread Satan under your feet ſhortly, Rim. 16. 
; 2D: 'Shottly, Soul, the Devil ſhalyex thee 


v 4 
Py : . 


ne more,moleft thee no more,infeſt and an-/ 


-noy thee by his temptations na;more, * 


" 5. He has conquered Death for them-- 
Death is an Enemy, and *tis the*laff Eremy 
that 5s to be aiftroyen,to the Apoſtle tells vs, 
FERC T9897 OE £3 
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1:Cor. 1 5. 26. ahdinit felt c : 
cible Enemy "tis; *tis:the terrors 

18. 14. But this Enemy were Fey Bo: 
ed for all his; he has takenaway all ies kit 44 
ling power, its ſting and curſe,” info much Mr 
that they. may holily triumph over it;and ti 
joyce iis approach; the Apoltle" 

1 Cor. 1'5. 55, 56, 57. Death: Gabon 
ve ſwallowed wp in vittory,' O'Death, where v5.4 
ell Sting? O Grave. where" 1s thy Victory? 
y- ſting of Death ir Sin, the ſtrength-af:Sin 3s ei 
m | Lows: but thanks be to God, wh6'oiveth" wF IS, 
A the Vittory, through our- Lord Teſus Cheſt. Of ©; 
- | whataTriumph does he here act overDeatly -- * 
e | thyxpughthe.conqueſt Chriſt Has gottengyer? ©; 
+ | it for him? Truly,this Enemy.is ſo fat con- © 3 
& ry by him for them, that *tisbecomeits - 5 

eed a friend to them rhey _ whew [45 
$ | 10a right.ſpirit, embrace'it by 
7 for it as ſuch :. Chriſt by-Deathyh 
t | Peath,and'ina ſort undeathtjd 

has conquered all his Peoples 'Eneneats is 
/) F they being made one with bins Fog Mars . 
age Covenant,all his Vitories at&thelrs wigs: -* 


his conqueſts theirs ,and they are'ce ne efterofy? 
overallin-him; andoh how ſwee# Mer [et Z 
FI. couraging 1s this ! and how ſhontd' ir witp * Fl 


3; 


+ | Souls to cloſe with him poor Sonl; thoo* 
y vehy felf environed wi \Enernies, thou” 
acd beſet on all kands Legions of Luſts* + 
. 2 2 i 'F ſl 4 4 3} and FO 
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-an attend with Self, Death, and, 
«the World,oppoſe themſelves againſt thee; 
Ee oa often crying out as Davidin a- 
- nothercaſe;2.Samy.19. 1 am weak, and theſe 
”., menthe. Sons of Zerviah, - are too frog for 
| _ Pea; thou art ready to ſay of them as he 
: io in his unbelief did of Saul, 1 Sam. 

F271 ſhall one day periſh by the hand of Saul - 
tas,l am a weak oothing Creatire, and am 
- unable to grapple with the leaſt of all mine 
Enemies; and how then ſhall I ſtand wp @- 
gainſt them al? ſurely I ſhall periſh by them 
* *atilaſt: Well Sonl, but know for thy en- 
: *Couragement., that all thine Enemies are | 
: ENTS byChriſt, and though they arezoo 
frong yet they are not too ſtrong 
eiſtto grapple with, and make thee a 
rover. Witen the Prophets Servant 
; aw what a great and formidable Hoſt com- 
ed rhe City, he cryed out, Alas \ my Ma- 
batfunllmie:do ? And what did his Ma- 
bs Shin? Per not (aid he) for they 
Ls be t-ore than they that be with 
ERWDg.6.15.16. SO poor Soul when 
du; couſtdereſt what great and formidable 
= miesYo; compaſs thee abour, thouccrieſt 
S |*%: -tooneand another; Alas, Sir, what ſhall 
| "Y 146? But Lwould ay to thee astheProphet 
to his addr 5 F 'ar not,taere is more with 
Thee than wil haſt Chriſt with: 
34 - Vu es 2 thee, 
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4 b-n#,; 
ih Fouls Bf vfal to Chrife. 
d, thee, wes overcome allforthe 
e; © fore chear up,givenpthy ſelf unto þ 
a- i the victory over Sm ,Self,Warld, Death; Da: Ec 
ſe {© 2i1,and allis thine for ever,” Oh io moat, 
2r } not have ſuch'a Husband-: # - | 


».1 - VII He minds-and manages FY their 
1: ] Concerns for them; ?TisthepartoFanHal ©: 
m | band te mind and mannagethe Concerns? 
ie | his Wife,and to have a Naturabcareb i : 
+ | herandthem: And thus *tis with Ehrilt He" 
n | managesall his Peoples  Concernyandrhothp 

j- | Heaven,on Earth; andin their'own Souls-7 
' 1. He minds and manages all their-1 F 
cerns in Heaven for them +. Their Aﬀairshe--./ 8 
much -in Heaven, their bulineſs.there is” G: 
great; and Chriſt their mriar ON 
andtranfadts all for them;&thiati fa 
Indeed he went thither:on Pi poſeto-tra 
att their Aﬀairsfor them:Heniee he'is-ſgi 
have entered ndt thto the holy place ade 
hands, but into Heaven ff. here 40:apyea 
in the preſence of God for them," Jet ov 
Hence alſo he is faid zo be an Adva CAL 
the Fatber for them; 1 John'2, 1k 
with the Father for them: Have'th 
tion -tO gh to the Father fat ti 

other Mercy? He prefentsand eh if? oh 
them? -Hetakesalltheir Prayers; and ſprigq- 
wb. @ vich A baeefoin $ them 


with L- 


i DU of. 
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 them-t fy Ratherrinh: his own I 

LIRA Vegbay, We pray very, brokenly, ] 

Fir Fr ig uriPrayers; yea; ofteritimes, F! 
| {+ - when we can't ptay;5 heh we-can'r ſpeak ff 
FF. ford Fives be ſpraksfor vs & prefers our F! 
#4 (Fertewores STIR Rc. | 
-* caifativnish tin againſt them,either by I] ? 

2ES Satan thea ofthe Brethren on the one 

Bo. the Law and Julſticeof God, | « 

" whitharedaily wrong'dand violated on the 


je? Chriſt interpoſes for them, 
he anſirersall;and-invalidates all; he rebukgs 
Satan, Tech. '3. 2: inthe firſt verſe we find 
- Wy Fett before the Angel of the Lord, 
os 2 and Satan Panideng at bis right band to reſiſt 
*- (oraceuſe) hi», and inthe ſecond verſe wef 
# IJ _ Have Chriſt ſharply rebuking Satan- for his 
I accuſation; The Lord: ſad unto Saran, the 
2 WOW thee, O Satan, eventhe Lord that 
b choſen fernſalem rebuke thee : and-as- he 

'” Ts wkes Saran;johefſatisfies the Law and Ju 
IT © ficeof theFather : Hence be is ſaid ro mal 
SR ew for them, and that tothe over 

Mk *4lrowing of all thoſe counterpleas, whi 
|: W att5 er Juftice carput:inagainſt them; Rom 
1/ "38-4 re Ty ane; anddo they n nec p 
'D a newPa Need to ethmgs ſet right 
08 Ne Sntneta (9a and them afreſh: 


Ct "1:2 Re 
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rhe Souts Eſpouſal to Chrift, "nas By 
in, we have: 4 advocate. with. the | 
mn} Chriſt Feſws,che, Righteous, - and he 4s ib 
7; Rpitratzon for our Sins, 1+ John 2. 1,2. Wh 
s: I they throogh weakneſs and temptation are 
k { ſinning on Earth, he out of his Graceand: ' 
r | Love4s pleading with the Father for:themy 4 
= | in Heayen: Thus he migdsall their concerns}. 
y | 12 Heayen fot then. | 
e | 2. 'He mindsand manages all their Cons +: _ 
J. | cernson. earth for them : - The Saints have. * 1 
ie | their Affajrs and Concerns on earth among; 1 
;, | men, as well as in Heaven with the Father,” » 
2 Þ and Chriſt theic Husband minds and ganf. 
4 | ats all theſe likewiſe for them.Indeed heis/-* 
4, | ever mindful of them and at work for them, 
| wis.:todothemgood, and topromote td $ 
es intereſt: Hence, ſays he, the Father uy kB 
is} i#therto, and Ework,, John 5. 47al al- - 
ways at work for your--goods.. Are thew .- 
wronged and opprefled by Enemies 2. I 4 
yengesalltheir wrongs : (ETY 2 
| reprove\Kings for their {= Bal: "_ 
and:glſewhere-to plead it 
_ candaly the Ke 
LVETauce and:ya on-oubb rotbles-an 
— yak em, Ifh... 
63. 9.) Do Fctoatht and guidance . 
throughtheir'difh 


| Sand gemptations in * b 
the Wilderneſs othe WorldeHe leads and. 
SANs them; ' Tel L_ it's Font. 4 
5p = 
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- © $="H I. Dd Ae wie, 1 will guiae thee 
it | Xt neeye-: He carriesthem through all- 
G ir ſtraits, $all their difliculries;-and-evcn 
TY whet he ſeems moſt to forget *em,ev'n then, 
x: Aes ever-mindful of them,and of theircon- 
-,cerns: - For he hath graven them, wpon the 
je of his. hands , - and their\walls are cons 
0k 25 er ally before him ;, and though they offen 
7" Ay "The Lord bath forſaken me, and my Ged 
= -kath forgotten me ;- yet he never forſakes. 
erforgetsrhem, norcan he; No, Woman. it - 
"I gay: ſooner forget ber ſucking Child, and not 
k- have: compaſſion upon the- Son of ber Womb, 
| | than be can forget his People, Iſa. 49. 14, 15) 
ET” - 
br v {Ys He minds and manages all their con- 
*:cerNs forthentintheir-QwpSouls: TheSaints 
bave:many and great concern$-to be minded 
, within them; Concerns of great moment 
** and amportance; - and, were they to be 
-- winded andwanaged onely by themſelves, 
- they wouldmake: but poor work : O! but 
* Ohrit their-Husband minds and manages all 
Be - "theſe likewiſe for ther; and to be ſure they 
- can't miſcarry in his hand : He gives them 
+ Js Spuit.to'work all their works in them 
- and-ſor them : He Obſeryes what Grace, 
me what Strength, what Counſel, what Com- 
| | oa they ſtand innced of, and by his Spi- 
- Tit Miniſters all: to theme: "Hence he'is ſaid 
to 
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"So yi 
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ty give them Grace and Me 
time of need, ſcaſonable Mop 
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to btlp.in 2.) 
es: He b.. A -- 


e 
] 
! Þ +6. andto be-both the Author ard Fol 4 
l, 'of their Faith, Hebs- 12. 2. He mindyantdy 
" Þ obſerves how the great Work goes on'int-* 
” © their Sovls and he takes care for the pol 
" Þ pering and perfeCting of it : -O how ſhonld-.,; 
rhis draw usto Chrilt and encourage v5 to. 
accept of the offers of hislove ? 
+8 : VII He jnjotters them 1n eternal. tif: 
and Glory: Husbands vſe to make Jon 
ters to their Wives, they entitle them'to- 
 Þ ſuch or ſuch Lands and: Inheritancess; $07 
\ | Chriſt injoyntersAall his Spouſes in na na | 
than Eternal Life and Bleſledneſs; He mukew® 
over a great Joynter to them,” Glory; #2 | 
weight of Glory, an xo} and weter- > 
nal weight of Glory," 2. ut FT A3 It © 
beritance in Li:ht, Col." 1. A lhe : 
ritance incorruptible \ and fled. amd that - 
fadeth nog away, 1 Pet. 1.4; © A-Kingdont® 
an everlaſting Kingdom , - az everlefting 
Kinodom pripared for «them befe re the fetapee *, 
dation of the World, Mat. 25.\34. 4 C | 
of Life, Rev. 2. 10. A Con of Rithne- © 
ouſneſs, 2 Tim. 4. 8: A Crown of Glory, 1 
which never faaes, ever witherss: TI, 
5. 4. Thetruth is, he endows ther-with/all 
his Riches, with alf his Treafures, 'with all. 
his Dignities,with all the Priviledges of his y 
G 3 - '; Houſe, -* 


NG. + er Sy 
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ule; with allitlepurchaſe of his Blood, 
bi | wich All.tbe bleſſings of his:Love,. with all 
he Treafures.of Heaven,” with all the Glo- 
«4 wo rhe Look what ever is in the 
? Y Promile;yhartever isin the Covenant, what- 
ever is intheglorious Counſclof Eleftion - 
EL | os whatever the Preſence of God, the 
a of God, the Boſom of God can afford: 
Look, whatever the" heart of God covld 
give, the Wiſdom of God-contrive, the 
er offGod produce, or: the Blood of 
{Nis porchaſe;; that,” all that does Chriſt 
ba por his People in. ©O Sirs, how ſhould: 
7 * *this draw and alluretusto Chriſt ! Is Hea- 
Even and Eternal Life worth nothing?Are all 
2 "(the Glories of! Eternity- of nowalue? O 
who are you;..that Chriſt ſhould.be willing 
5 -toibſtare you ind all this? .ln-your-ſelyes 
&*--you ave lying inthe lap andiboſenrof Hell, 
- *Heics:of Wrath and Condemnation,in dan- 
- Ber every mcm.nt-of {inkingintpthe infer- 
3 <nal Pit: But lce!!- Chriſt comes and makes 
Jove toyou; and if you will accept of him, 
the willenticle you unto Lifeand Bleſſednels, 
-rofuch things as. eye bathwot :ſetw, nor ear 
heard, nor bath it entred into the heart of. man, 
ro conceive of ,. 1 Cor. 2; 9. » Take, him 
+ therefore, I beſeech you; -into: your moſt 
'3ntimate embraces. Thus you ſee in part, 
-what great things Chriſt does for his Some 
WE OS = 
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the Sans | | 
ſes : Now mill you accept. of him, of wil 
you not? May Inot ſay 2600, as Sant 7 
{ometimes did to his Servants? + hve wow, 
he & wi the Son of. Jeſſe give to every 6 
at. & Ficlds and Vineyards , [al n Cape 

. & tains of thonſengs ? 1 Sam 7. 05, wi . -- 
he & Si”, or the World; orthe' Low; + Sen 
4. | you-are natvrally* wedded,- dof 
14 & things for you-as Chriſt will "A 
Pay your Debts for yowſippty you 

or you, ' heat your-Wout ; 

-j the like? Will te enro gona 
4-8 <crclt for. you, and make you h 
,. | other World 25 Chriſt would *-; FH 
1 F -<andonone ofall-rhis : Occloſs.cloſex 
Hors RCs. who 0 Smit 
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CHAP IX. 


' Fhich opens 4 little the heart of Chriſt, 
- "and ſhews how much he is ſct upon 
nn £jpouſal with Sinners. 


*% 


OUrely Chriſt is the beſt Husband; and 
F none can do ſuch great things as hefor 
fe: 7 Fo Spoufes, which renders an Efpouſal to 
»  himvery defireable : but will be take ſuch 
' as weare into ſo near a Relation with him? 


Has he any. mind, any heart to the buſi- 
neſs? Any mind, any heart ? his heart is 
{er vpon nothing, mote, than an Eſpouſal 

- with Sinners-coming to -him, but his Soul 
+ Tongs a" tcr them © Never did the moſt paſ- 

= fionate Lovermore long for an'Eſpoulal be- 
$5 *Z tween him and his Beloved, than Chriſt 
- does> tor an E ſpouſal berwen- himſelt and 

- Sinners : And becauſe Love is the Load- 

* .Koce of Love, and the} moſt powerful 
altraive in order. to the more. ef Cual 
drawing and al'uring of . your Souls to 
£Chriſt, I'hall a lictle in a few particulars 
-open my ſweet Lords heart to you, in this 
buline6: And O. that: the reports of his 
Love 


the.Souls Efpouſal to.Chriſl, TIg* 
Loveto you, and his willingneſs to Eſpouſe -.. 
you to himſelf,might draw your hearts opt? 
alittle in Love to him, and work you into 
a willingneſs to be Eſpouſed, Ss 
; 1.- Such is the heart of Chriſt, and fo ſet 7 
2 ©} vpon an Eſpouſal with Sinners, that he 2 
: oo + | 
willingly became "incarnate , bled, and x 
72 dyed in order -hereunto;;and ' oh, how: 
ſhould this draiy us to him ? | Shouldyou © 
ſee a Man doſorfte great Att of ſelf-deny+.. 2 
d | al and'abafement; and withal freely:vens 4 
r ture his Life in Order to his-obtainingfach -; 
» & or ſuch an one to his Wife, you would; -# 
1 eaſily conclude, that his heart was much” 
; ſer upon an Eſpovſal with her : Lo thet1:3 
Chrilt has greatly denyed and abz{ed-him- :% 
) ſeif, he became Tncarnate, ' and [not onfy” 
freely ventured but laid down histlife.m-7; 
order to att Eſpoufal- betweenthimſelland;# 
Sinners; and how much thenmuſt ibhedrers 
be 1 the buſineſs? > $2. T35y64 
1. He became Incarnate in order hargs5. ; 
unto; had-not Chriſt been Dcarnty Bey 
could never poſlthly haye been EſpovIK#;% 
vnto him, nor have enjoyed conjirgat © 4 
Comminnion with him: but that we miÞht 47 
| be capable of and arrive unto ſach an hap=- 
pineſs, he who in himſelf 'was the Eter-. *Þ 
nal Son, freely became Incarnate, aſlamed - 
bumane Nature i212 Union with Ig Dis 


, bt 
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E. vine Perſon : hence *tis ſaid, that the Ford 


= made Fleſh, John 1. 14. not that there 
* was Aa tranſ{mutation of God into Fleſh ; 


- but the Word of God, that; is, God the 
> Son, the Second Perſon in Exigity, aſlamed 
» Fleſh, bumane Nature into Union with him- 
EF ſelf, andſo, near is that-Union into which 
Bb the humaneNature.js aſſumed with the Per- 
* fon. oftheSon of;God,; as.that that Nature 
- hath no ſiibliſtence, but what it has in his 
Diving Petſon, and for that end, among 0- 
- hets* (as a:Learned Divine hath obſerved) 
© it's ſaexpreſt 3- che Word was made Fleſh] | 
© - namelyg;.to note. the irfinite nearneſs of that 
= Un which. our Nature 3s taken imto with 
The {Die Perſon, it being fo near, as 
F rvhat'it. hath. no. ſubſiſtance of its own, but 
#5, 4514t; weres: wholly melted into the Per- 
* ſonality "of : the.; Son of; God : | Hence allo 
=» --he 1s ſaid to partake of. Fleſh and Blood, to 
© be manfeſted ur the Fleſh, and the like : and 
= olttiiwharan AC of ſelf-denyal and abaſe- 
> ment wasthis!. and how great was Chriſt's 
© -condefcention herein !. in-Phil. 2.6, 7. the 
E Apoſtle ſpeaks of it. as the greateſt abaſe- 
E- ment he could ſtopp.unto: , who ( ſays 
#- be, ſpeaking of Chriſt). being i in the form* 
* of: God thought it ns Robbery to be equal with 
EF God, but made hinſelf of no Reputation, and 
tgok pon him the form of a Servant, and was 
| m 


, but though his God-head was not loſt, or: 


the Souls Eſpouſal to Chriſt. 1FT 
made in the likeneſs of In : pray mark, 
he was in the form of God; that is, he: 
was truly and really God; as the Father- 
was; and he thought it no Robbery tobe 
equal with God 5. e. he had all thoſe Di-- 
vine Excellencies and Perfections in-him,. 
which the Father had in him. . ang" yet. 
( ſay he) he took. upon him the form © 
of a-Servant, and was made in the likenels. 
of Men : that is, he became Incarnate,, * 
he became Man : Well, and what does 7; 
this argue ? Eyeninfinite Condeſcentions. - 
therefore he tells us , that. herein.he bes 
came of no Reputation, or, as the Greek-% 
is, he emptied himſclf, to wit, of hisglo-. > 
ry ; his-glory was-veiled and clouded here- 7 
by; the glory of his God- head was EY 
"tis true indeed, his.God-head was not: © 
hereby loſt, or laid aſide; no, he was as: - 
much, , and truly -God after his.Jncdrna- 
tion-as he was before :- he 'did*not:ceaſe-: 
to be God, by becoming Man, but: 64S 
one of. the Ancients expreſſes.it ). bes Was: " 
made that "which he was not ;- and yet remain=«* 
ed that which, he waz : . he was made Mans. 
yet ſoas that he ſtill remainedito- be. God :: 


3 


lail aſide hereby; yet hereby was the Ha | 
ry of it yailed and loſt fora time,and hewas: 
Nob: 
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not content to have it ſo; Oh how greata 


was God, God equal with the Father, to 
became Man, to cover himſelf with the 
 . coarle Veil of our. Fleſh, and be content 
for ſolong a-timeto loſe the glory of his 
+ Deity, which was infinitely dear to him 
-. and all this to makggyvay for an Eſpouſal 
> between himſelf and Poor Sinners; what 
* felabaſcment was this? and how ſhould it 
. bar Souls to look after an Eſponſalto 
im 
- 2, He not only became Incarnate , bnt 
E al reely bied, and dyed in order here- 
£ unto, which 1s a further diſcoyery of his 
- heart herein, being ( ſays. the Apoſtle ) 
A © found i in faſhion as a man, he humbled himfelf, 
” and became obedient unts the death,, even the 
& death of the Croſt, i. e. to the moſt formi- 
F: dable Death, a Death of pain, a Death of 
: Hame, an accurſed Death, Phil. 2.3. Hence 
* -atfo tis ſaid; that he $eve himſelf an OH 
| fering and a Sacrifice to God for us, Eph. 5 
#2. . Yea not only did he bleed, and (uſt; Re, 
Tod dy; but. he did zll freely, -nd with 
- much readineſs, agd enjargednels of Soul, 
| hence he is ſaidto have poured out his Saul 
"a0770'a:ath, Wa. 53. 12. He ſeemed. in an 
E- holy manner prodigal' of his life in the 
Cat; he thouzhtneither Blood, .nor Life, 
nOC 


condeſcention was this? Ont? for him thar ' 


the- Soul} Eſponſal-to Chriſt. "133 * 
| nor any thing too mnch for them - Oh 2 

JT how much does this argue his heart to: be - 
upon the buſineſs ?' It ſpake 7acob's heart to 
be much ſet upon Rachel to have her to 
wife, that he could be content to undergo 
ſo much hard Service for her as he did, even - 
ſeven years Service. Facob (tis ſaid). ſerv- 
ed ſeven years for Rachel, - yea, and they 
ſeemed to him but a few days, for the Love 
he had to her, Gen. 29. 20. So ſure th- 
argues Chriſts heart to be muck-ſet upon 
an Eſpouſal with Sinners, that he was con- 
tent not only to ſerve, but even bleedand. 
dye for them in order hereunto,©O Sirs; be- 
hold,and wonder; Chriſt comes from Hea» 
ven, quits his Throne, leaves the boſomof ©” 
his Father, in which he tad with infinite de- 
light lain fromEternity! behold and won- 
der,the. Lord of Life dyes,the Godof Ble(- 
ſing was made a Curſe. The infinitely be» 
loved Son treads the wine-preſs of the Fas 


Exits Ih2” 


thers wrath, Heaven deſcends into Hellz + 


glory. veils and eclipſes it ſelf under ſhame Ge 
1gnominy,the infraitely holy one is made'ſinz 
and all this to redeem, and redeeming, E- 
ſpouſe poor ſinners to himſelf! and is not-his 
heart upon the buſineis thidk you ? And has 
he not love for them ? On be not faithleſs, 
but-bclieving. 


2. Such 
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2 Suchisthe heart of Chriſt, and ſo ſet 
- upon an Eſpouſat with ſinners, that hef,; 

condeſcends iweetly to woo for them, and x 

Follicit them-for their Love and acceptance zz 

of him; Should you ſce a Man with all al 

earneſtneſs and importunity wooing a Vir-|l| j, 

gin, and making loye to her, following | , 

her from day to day with renewed offers 
and ſollicitations, you would conclude his. p 
= heart was much ſet upon an Eſpouſal with & q 
» fu And isit not thus with the Lord Je- p 
Js toward poor Sinners? Does he not |f ;1 
= woo them, and make Love to them, and }f 1 
” thatwith all carneſtneſs and preſſing Im- I} ,j 
portyaity, following them with renewed |f ,; 
offers and ſolicitations from day to day ; y 
Now he meets them in this Ordinance, and 
there he wooes them, and makes-Love to fi 
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them; anon he meets. them in that Ordi- 
nance, and there; woes them, and makes 
> LEoveto them : now he ſends his Miniſters, Þ. , 
"+ and by them wooes them, and makes Lqve | , 
- © tothem.;. anon he ſends his Spirit, and by NI, 
him woes them, and makes Loye to them: |} ;;| 
thus he is every evay, and upon all occaſi- , 
ons wooing them. - And in his wooing of | y 
8 them: *--. - Fen i. "3 
How earneſtly does he, call, and invite- þ 
themto himſelf; *cis not a coid offer.or a- | , 

. Bight motion onely, that. he makes tothem,. 7 
| buL. 
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but he moves, and offers, calls,” and in- 
vites with all earneſtneſsand importunity .: 
Hoe, every one that thirſteth, come ye to the 


Waters, come ye, yea, come,. Iſa.55- 1. and_ 
again, -the Spirit and the Bride Py. come; and © 


let him that is athirſf, come, Revel. 22. 
17. 

How vigorouſly does he plead and-ex- 
poſtulate the buſineſs with them ? Chriſt 


does not onely call, and invite; but he alſo” 
pleads, and expoſtulates with ſinners in . 
the caſe; and that in the moſt winning. © 
way,and with the moſt weighty arguments, +, 


that poſſibly may be : Hoe, every ene that 
thirſteth come unto the Waters;, wherefore do 
you ſpend your Money for that ' which 1s not 
bread, And your labour for that which -ſatif- 
fieth not ? incline your ear, and come unto me, 
hear and your ſouls ſhall live, and I will 
make with you an everlaſting Covenant, -even 


the ſure mercies of David, Wa. 55. 2,3. And 


again, twrn ye, turn ye, why will ye die, O hoafs. # 


of Iſrael;, Ezek. 33+ 11-1 have no pleaſure 
in your damnation 3 but had rather, that 
you would come unto me,and live: why will 
you dye? Is not life better than death* 1s not 
Heaven better than H<ll? Is not my loye 
better than Luſt ?. are not the Pleaſures of 
my Preſence, and at my right hand, which are 
for evermore , better than the pleaſures of ſw, 

| witch: 
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\ "which are but for a ſeaſon, a ſhort. feaſon? 
" - why will you dye? is there no balm in Gilead, 
- Ts there no Phyſician there ? am not Fable to 
* © fayeyou Gs uttermoſt ? and arenot_ my 
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Arms wide Open to receive you : haye not 
1 dyed for that very end, that you might 
live? look, here's my Blood, here are my 


| - -Wounds,behold me in the Garden, and ſee 


me bleeding there for you : behold me vp. 
on the Croſs, and ſee me bleeding, yea 
bleeding to death there for-you 3 and then 
ſee, if you/can find in your heart:to refuſe 
me any longer ? ' In ſhort, would you-not 
loſe all your coſt and all your labour ? 
would you enjoy good, the beſt good, the 
moſt- fatisfying-good?have you any mindto 
life and would-you have your ſouls live for 
ever?have you any mind to my Covenanr, 
and all the riches and treaſures of that?then 

accept of me and my love, inwhom you ſhall 

have all. 

How ſweetly doth he melt, and how 
tenderly' do his Bowels - yearn - towards 
them and over them? he comes to them 


- Not onely with invitations in his Lips, but 


alſo with tears 1n his eyes, and tender com- 
paſhon 1n his heart, ſtrongly working to- 
wards them - now he weeps, and then he 
groans; now he drops a ſigh, and then a 
tear; aad 2ll-to mit their hard and unbe+ 
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- the Souls Eſponſal to Chriſt. 139. 
lieving' hearts, to draw, and: allure thei 
to himſelf, O Feruſalem, Jeruſalem (layes 
he) hew often would I bave gathered ihee? 
Math. 23. 37. the. Repetiton of the name -.. 
ews the depth of his lave and commiſeration - 

toward! them: and indeed, methinkslſee 

how the tender heart of my dear Lord melts 
and eyen bleeds over this unbelieving City, 
and in themall unbelieving ſinners to whom 
he offers himſelf : he is melted into rears to= 
wards them : ſo you haye it, Luke 19+ 47: 
42. in Mar. he groans only, but in Luke he 
both weeps and groans : lo then 7. .here'1s 


I 


City, a City embroiled in the blood of his 
Saints, anda City thirſty of his own blood, 
a City full of wickedneſs, foll of the con-" 
tempr of his Goſpel, his Grace, his falyati- 
ON, 

How freely and openly dees he reveal 
and offer himſelf to them? The offer Chrilt 
makes 1s not a Limited offer ; but general 

nd extenſive to all; nor is it an offer made 
upon hard and fevere terms;but upon terms 
of Grace. Love, Look unto me, and be ſaved 
all ye ends of the Earth,1{a.45. 22. Hoe, every 
077E that thirſteth come Ye fo the Waters, and 
be that kath no money ;, come ye, buy, and tat, , 


yeay 
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ſwect Jelus weeping and groaning : here's . Þ 
the joy of the whole Earth weeping and, . 3 
groaning; and that over Feraſalem;a bloody __ 


Jes gy buy Pie, and Milk, without money 
i ,d wit ont price, a. 55. 1..Come unto me all 
s we that are weary and heavy laden, and I will 
BS. grve. ou 7 H 'Mat., 1.1.28, Whoever 15 
SF. hinscome untc me, and drink, Joh 
Ts 37, bald I ſtand at the door, and knack 
#f any Man will hear my voice, and open the 
* - door, TI will comgin, Rey, 3, 20. And agai 
«hank Whoever: will, let him. come, and take of the 
” Water of bfe freely, Rev. 22. 17.. Mark 
& all, every one, whoever will, though ne 
& - yer ſo vile and ſinful, never ſo black and 
=  . deformed, though he has been never ſo de 
ſperatean Enemy to me and my glory:Snre 
Iy, were not his heart muchin the buſineſs 
he would not thus freely, and unlimited! 
offer himſelf, 
\ How affetionately docs he beſcech, and 
matreat them?; The tender trembling Child 
cannot more aftectionately iptreat and be- 
ſeech his offended Fatherto ſpare him; and 
be, reconciſed unto.him, .than_ Chriſt does 
intreat and beſeech offending Sinners to be 
;Eſpouſed to him, and be ;made happy by 
- .himfor ever : Now then we are Embaſſador 
for, Chriſt, ( ſays, the Apoſtle) as rhoug 
God. did beſcec you by us, we pray you 1 
.Chriſt"s ſtead be ye reconciled to God: 2. Cor. 
.$. 20, Pray mark, here is praying, and be 
 teeching ;, the Lord of Glory, asit were 
upor 
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pen his knees to-poor Sinners, begging - 
them to accept Fi him, and hig LOVE «=: We 
ray you in Chriſtis ſtead: h. e. {tiggot we 


more. { 
How ſw eetly Joey he draw and allure 


them? draw me (ſays the Spoule)- and 


we will-run after thee, Cant. 1. 4: 'And i0- 


deed he does draw and allure” Souls, and S | 
thatwith admirable ſweetneſs : 1 drew thew - 


with Cords of Love, with. the bands Of a 
man (ſays he) Hof. 11.4. - Now he iets 


bis-Beauty, Riches, and'Glory before them, * , | 


thereby to_draw.and allure them, -anon he 
drops.'a little Myrrhe upon the handle of 
the-Lock 3 hegives them ſome little taſte 


and feeling-of tis. Grace, and Love, there- . 
-by to draw! and "allure them 2; Now: he. 
ſweetly infinmates his Loveto: them he 
tells them, -how 'much his. heart-is. upon 


them, what great things he- hag done and 
ſuffered ſor them, and how'that: he has no 
deſign upon them, but to. make them hap- 


-Py forever ; anon he lets them-ſee-how in 


fiaitcly happy a Marriage-vUnjon and Com. 
munion with him -would make them; he 
lets in ſome'ſmall glimpſes of Heayen and 
Glory upon them; he opens the Treaſures 
of ' his Covenant and Kingdom to _ 
n 


| the Souls Bſpouſal to Chriſt. « wy 


but 7 Chriſt by us; that; prays and beſeeches: 
-you-.O, What condeſcention 1 ls this/ :once 
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- 'And” all this 'to draw and allure them toff 
| himſelf; andover, and aboye all this, he 
0 everand anon comes, and as it were, takes 
35 & "the Soul aſide; -and by the ſtill voice: of 
.- [hisSpirit, makes love to him: Come;poo 

Soul(fays he)look upon thy. bleeding,dying 
* "Saviour ; come, ſee, what 1 have done 
- and ſee what | have prepared for thee, fee 
what" Treaſures of Life, and Love, © 
- Grace, and'Glory there are in me: look 
> hereis my Loye, taſte and ſee, if it be not 
\ buttey than wine: here is my Boſome, make 
thy beE&in it; and ſee if it be not a warm 
Boſom : Come; Soul, though thou haſt 
no loye for me, yet I have Love for thee 
and would fain have thee happy for ever: 
why therfore ſhould'ſt thou ſtand ar ſuch: 
diſtance fromme? Thus he ſweetly wooe 
andſollicits them for their Love and ac 
ceptance of him. Now, Soul, does he 
thus woo thee? And wilt thou refuſe him? 
If ſo; know, that the time' of Love will 
not alwayes laſt - yea, and the time wil 
come, when though thou calleſt, and crieft 
yet he will not hear : let me therefore ſay tof 
thee, as Paul to his Corinthians - Recerve 
not the Grace of God in vain; for behold, now 
es the accepted time, now-1s the-day. of Salva-F 
tin, 
3 Such is the heart of Chriſt, and # | 
et 
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the Soals Eſpouſal to Chrift. * 141 
ot upon an Eſpouſal with Sinners, that he 
pt only. thus woes them, but alſo: waits 
Ong upon them, -often renews the offers 

f his Love to them, and puts up many*<.. 
orrid affronts and provocations-at their. «/ 
dands; ifat laſt he may prevail with then. 
uppole a Man ſhould not only make Loye = 
o a Perſon, but he ſhould alſo waitlong: + 
pon her in the tenders of his: Love,” and! A 
hat -though he met with many affronts'” 4} 
nd unkindnefles from her this. you: + 
ould ſay, woutd 'argue his heart to be: 
uch ſetupon her : andi1s it not thus with 
hriſt rowards poor "Sinners? O how 
ong does he wait upon them ? how often 
does he renew the offers of his Loye to' 
aftbem? And whatafironts, indignities,and 
.effuokindoeſſes does he bear with. at their 
«Fands? Behold, I ſtand at the dvor and knock 
oc lays he) | Rev. 3. 10. ſtanding is a 
| 
tl 
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aiting poſture - Chriſt does not give a 
all or a knock at the door of the ſinners 
11Fhcart, and away; no, he ſtands knocking, - 
F< gives call after call, and knock after 
oFknock, being ever ready to enter, if the 
Soul will at all open to him - ſo again, alt 
he day long haveT ſtretched forth my hands to 
4 diſobedient aud gain-ſaying People; ja people 
bat. provoketh me to anger continually to my 
{ace, Ila, 65+ 2, 3« ROM, 10. 21, all the 
| dy 
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. and many» affronts an 

ut ups. -and-paſs by. fobthem1_alt-chei day} 
long have I Pievnd fc my hands, opened 
m'of my Love, and 


5 


b  Sohe Arms and*.Bo 
bd, one arates ing .aud tebellious People, anÞe 
; 955 I'S »'Refuling, Reſiſting People, a 
A | provoked me to my face continually 
by Goyal a People thar are daily loading iſ 
” me with their ſins and provocations; a 
© Peoplethatwillnot let me go one day _. 
> outaffroncing me, and that to my face ; 
People: that. are every; day daring me 4 
*' damn them: O: what patience -is this ? 
| - So. Mar. 33: 37: O Ferafalem, Ferw 
> Jatem, bow often would. 1 have gathered thee, 
> "and thou wonldeſk not ? How often ? 


142: . 


and-year'pfrer ! 


Addgoities 


not : once, or twice, or ten times ;: but 
very often: 1t notes that he waited Jong 
upon*them, and ſtrove long with them, 


- and that aft&r many and often repeated af- 


fronts and refuſals on their part, he ſtill 
tendered himſelf and his loveto them; and 
thus he deals by Sinners {till he tenders 
himſelf and his Love to them, but they 
will: haye none of him'; he\.renews 


bis offers, . and they renew-their. refuſals: 
bebop mark at.his love , yet. he makes loye 


ſtiil 


- _ day long; Chriſt waits:day frev-day; : and 
; F. OE toon, ata after nionth, Þ; 
; rs 2" i; yea, 


6: BE 


or my 
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cady, and how welcome _ j 
he Marriage-Feaſt z but : 
ll, preferring a Worldly otereſt 
im and it, at. 22. beginning, 


pain, and calls again, notwithſtanding: alt) 
hey do in effect tell him; ithey;deſire-net- 


ther him nor his Grace;zthatthey had rather 


enjoy-their Luſts;than his Lows they abuſe 


his Grace, they deſpiſe his 'ebrreCtions; _ ©? 
they ſlight his calls; they reſiſt hisSpirit:O-.. 
what affronts are theſe / And afterall thisit 
felf and +» 


themto him : Oh, how much muſthis heart - 4 
be vpon an Eſpouſal with them! Sublet 


may be,he renews his ſuit; laying 
his Love at their feet, if yer he* 


it melt tnee into Love to him : Ohz whe 


would withſtand ſuch a Lord, fucha:Lover! > 
What? woo, and wait fo long too, Put up- 


ſuch, and ſo many affronts, and ſtill make 
Love?Wasevyerlovelike this, and patience 
like this? 

4. Such is the heart of Chriſt, and 6 ſet 
upon an Eſpouſal with ſinners;as thathehas 
laid himſelf under Bonds to receivei'them, 
and accept of them,in:caſe they.are willing 


to beeſpotiſed to him; 'and-what greater 


Diſcovery.of his heart than this? :Shoulda 
young 


11; he tells then; what pre gnegics: I 


TSions-he hasmade, and how all ti 


oweyer he leaves them not, but ſends2d *. 
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the hated/him,and-wereutterly averſe from 
”.. him; you would: ſurely conclude, that his 
* heart was much ſet upon a Match with her, 
*-- and truly this is no more than Chriſt the 
- *Lordof- Glory hath done : he is become 
+  boundtomarty poorSinnersto himſelf,yea, 
though at preſent they hate him;and are al- 


be Is become hound to receive them : heis be- 
YT; " come bound both to the Father;and to them; 


HR. -He is bound tothe Father to receive 4. 


- Sinners and Eſpouſe them to himſelf, in caſe 
_ the come to him; ſo much 1s held forth 


A eth, but for that which endures unto ever- 
{ Wafing life, which the Son of man ſball | mark] 
+ Jball give unto you 5, for him hath God the Fa- 
-— - eher Sealed: That is,God the Father hath or- 
- dained and appointed Chriſt, he has laid a 
: Law vpon him to give Eternal Life : ; and 
+ therefore himſelf, ro Sinners, coming to 
:. him; and we' may therefore: reſt aſſured 
that he willdo it: yea, Chriſt looks upon 
himſelf as uader a Law from the Father to 


wn my heart ;, Pſal. 40. $. thy Law : what 
Law? why, the aw of his Mediatorſhip, 
which 


'2 


| "Young manlay himſelfinder Bonds to Mar- '|' 
| .: Tyſuch or ſuch--a Woman, though as yet 
- the 


- together averſe from -him; yet incaſe they | 
- tal} atlaſt be willing to cloſe with him, he , 


- 40 Jo. 6. 27: Labour not for the meat that je- 


do it, and therefore ſays, thy Law is with- | 
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the Souls Eſpouſal to Chriſt.” 145 
which commands him as to die for finners - 
' ſo to accept of ſinners when they come 
unto him, and ſurely he that ſo freely ful- + 
filled it in the one, will not be diſobedient - 
toit in the other : in a word, itn that Cove- 
nant (by Divines called the Covenant of 
Redemption.) which paſt between the Fa- 
ther and Jeſus Chriſt from eternity con- 
cerning the Salvation of finners, Chriſt be- 
came bound to the Father to receive all 
had ſhould come. to him, and he will be 
faithful. 

2, Heis bound to finners themſelves in 
thecaſe : He has indeed given them his 
Bond, he has given them his promiſe, which 
is his Bond, anda ſtrong one too, an in- 
vincible Obligation, and the Soul may look” . 
on it as ſuch : bnt where is his-promiſe'? 
truly the whole Goſpel is but as it were one 
general promiſe made by him to this pur- 
poſe : but take one for all the reſt, Joh. 6. 
36. All that the Father giveth me ſhall come 
unto me, and him that cometh unto me, I will 
in no wiſe caſt out, i, e. | will moſt aſuredly 
receive him, and beſtow my ſelf and eter- 
nal life upon him, and how often has he . 
renewed this Bond of his! yea, and that it 
might be Firm and Valid to our Faith, 
as. well asin iz ſelf, he hath herevnto ad- 
ded his Seal, and that ſuch a Scal as ren- 

H der, 
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| ders it altogether unqueſtionable ; for 


the Goſpel is called the New: Teftament in 
bis Blood, that is Seal'd and ratified in his 
Blood, Likke :2.20. And his Blood is cal- 
ed the Blood of the Covenant ; becauſe the 
Covenant and Promiſes thereof- are Seal- 
ed with that Blood, Heb. g. Latter end. 
' Yea, more yet, ikhis promiſe and his Seal 
be not enough, they ' ſhall have more, 
© for to both theſe he has added: his Oath 
for their further ſecurity in the Caſe. ; 
Verily, verily (ſays. he) he that believeth 
| on me, hath everlaſting life : and ſhall not . 
_ Came ito condemnation ; and again, verily, 
- verily, the hour cometh, and now is, when the 
Dead ſhall hear the voice of the Son of God, 
andtbey that hear ſhall live, Joh. 5: 24, 25. 
: As I live, was the form of God's Oath in the 
old Teftament,and he there ſwears he hath no 
© pleaſure inthe death of ſinners, but had rather 
* rhey would turn and live, Ezek. 33.11: and 
verily, verily, is the form of Chriſts Oath in 
the New Teſtament, and he there{you ſee) 
© -Swears that Souls ſhall live coming to him.O 
 bappy we (as one of the Ancients crys out) 
for whoſe ſahes God doth Swear, but O un- 
behevins we, if we do not believe - him 
xr . Thus Chriſt thath (given us 

is Bond, his promiſe, and that ge 
| wit 
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"tis the Seal of his own Blood : Hence -* 


the Souls Eſpoulals to Chriſt. 147 - 
with his Blood, and to all added: his 
Oath for the further encouragement | of ' 
our Faith ; and what can we delire more ? | 
If you have a mans promiſe to you for 
the performance. of this. or that,, you. ? 
think you are well : .you Judging him 
to be both able and Faithful : butyf you | 


# 


| have his Seal added to his Promiſe, then 
ou look upon your felves ſecure of the © 
buſineſs indeed -: bt if to both. theſe yag,. 
have his Oath added,. then you look on. * 
the buſineſs paſtall doubt, and. you dare; 
not queſtion it : why lo! Chriſt has given & 
poor Sinners all this to. afſure-: hes” 
that he will embrace and accept thenay 
coming to him ; aud Oh how firm may 
their Faith ſtand - upon all this ?. andy 
what horrid wickedneſs muſt it be .Þs 
_ much as once toqueſtion it ? [Trnc, net )ers- 
his Seal nor his Oath adds any thing as 
the truth and certainty of the promiſe; 
it felf 3 but to onr ſenſe and. apprehenkou;? 
it does ; and meerly out of; 1ndall ents 
to us and our weakneſs is.: the 
the other added , ſo the Apolllezhlls 
Heb." 6. 17, 18. God will ab 
dantly to ſhew unto the Harte 
miſe the immutability of his:Golleah Boer: 
ted it by an Oat on 25 MTHlt- - 
mutable things _— it wad 1h 
2 bw 
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Cod to lye, we might have ſtrong conſolation 
| who have fled for refuge to lay hold onthe hope 
| ſet beforeus, Mark, 'twas not to confirm, or 
t addany thing to the truth and certainty 
F of God's Counſel *or Covenant , that his 
Oath was added ; but *twas to confirm 
F and encourage our Faith : Thus you ſee 
+ Chriſtis. under Bonds to receive and ac- 
| cept of ſinners, if they come to-him, and 
F are willing of an Eſpouſal with him : and 
$ how much does this argue his heart to be 
E in the buſineſs ? O let none ever ſay, will 
F Chriſt accept and receive me coming to 
| him ? for indeed Ponds bind him ſo to 
+ do: The truth is, were he under no 
# bonds we need not queſtion it ; for his bow- 
#-cls would conſtrain him, 'and had he no 
Bowels, we need not to doubt it ; for 
4 Ponds would bind aim to it. Chriſt muſt 
E deny his word, Promiſe, Seal, Oath and 
F all'; if he refuſe any Soul that indeed 
- comes to him, and deſires to cloſe in a Mar- 
£+ riage-covenant with him: Oh, what en- 
|. couragement is this ? 

5. Such is the Heart of Chriſt, and ſo ſct 
{5 upon an Eſpouſal with finners - as that 
'# he has given them a full and unqueſti- 
onable afſurance that nothing (what ever) 
ſhall ſtand between him and them, nor 
-{ prejudice their acceptance with him, in 
| Ares. - caſe 
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caſe they be' willing to be Eſpouſed unto 
him : Should a- Man net only make love 
to'a Perfon, wait long upon her in the 
tenders thereof, and the like, bur alſo give a 
full afſurance that nothing ſhall ſtand be- - 
tween him and her to hinder: the Match , 
in caſe ſhe be willing to accept of him; © 
this would argue his heart to be much 
upon her indeed : Now, this alſo Chriſt 
hath done. He hath given finners a full 
and firm affurance that nothing ſhall pre- 
judice their acceptance with him, nor hin- 
der the match between him and their Souls 
in caſe they be willing of it : and is not-: 
his heart then much upon the baſineſs ? 
This is no other than what he himſelf de- * 
clares, John6. 37. And certainly he doth 
not delude Souls with- vain words. Him 
that cometh unto me, (ſays he) i. e, He * 
that believeth on me', he that is willing 
to be mine, him / will in no ways caſt out ; 
* Inno wiſe, or by no. means, upon nO-ac- - 
counts whatſoever : Nothing ſhall! obſtru& 
his acceptance with meg 'but I will receiye-; 
him with a Notwithſtanding ; Notwith- 
ſtanding all his vileneſs, all his unworthi- | 
neſs, all his unkindneſs,; all his unſuitable- 
neſs ; Notwithſtanding all that either 
Men, or Devils, Law, or Conſcience ca _ 
charge upon him; yea, or that unbelief 
H 3 Ks) 
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will be as dear to him, and as precious in 
. his ſight, as the Soul of the greateſt Prince 
.or Monarch in the world. : 
| 2. Is it inward Blackneſs and defor mi- 
'ty £ Perhaps, Sinner, if thou art not 
outwardly mean and baſe ; yet thou ſceſt 
thy ſelf inwardly Black and deformed ; 
thou lieſt in thy blood and *pore, wallow- 
& ing*in thy Sin and Filth ; neither is there 
any Worth, any Beauty in thee for which 
Chriſt ſhould deſire-thee ; and therefore 
fayeſt thou, :ſurely Chriſt will have no- 
thing to do with me,nor ſo much as caſt an 
$ cye or look of love upon me ; but, Soul, 
' "this ſhall not ſtand between Chriſt and 
thee neither ; but if thou haſt a mind to 
him, he will marry thee to himſelf not- 
Ft - withſtanding : For indeed Chriſt Marrys 
&& not any for their Beauty ; but thoſe whom 
& he Marries, he Marries to make them 
Beautiful '> He marries them not for any 
i worth of theirs; but to put a worth upon 
them, and indeedthere are none that he Eſ- 
pouſes to himſelf, but he finds them black 
and deformed, in their Blood and Gore, 
= as well as thee; and ſo they are, till he 
W puts his b-auty upon them 5 how ſweet is 
38 thatword:- Ezek 16. 6,7, 8. When I paſ- 
F--3< by thee,and ſaw thee polluted in thy blood, 
| Ye thy fin agd frith, 7 ſaid mito thee, 
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live; I ſaid uno thee, when thou waſt inth} | 
Blood; live yea, when thou waſt in thy Blood 
live; Mark, three times he mentions it, ' is 
thy Blood, in thy Blood, in thy Blood: To | 
note the depth of that defilement'we are. 
all under ; well, and whatthen? will Chrift !? 
have any thing to do with ſuch ? Yes, he. | 
makes love to them: Behold thy time was the. 
rime of love, he Marries them tv himſelf: ? 
in' an Everlaſting Covenant, / fprexd” #i 
Skirt over thee (ſays he) and covered thy 
nakedneſs ; yea, | fwear unto thee;ard*extret 
mto Covtnart with thee, and thou becanieſt* 
mine : Yea, not only ſo, but he puts a Beaus' 
ty,yea,his own beauty and'comelineſsupon? * 
them, Thou art come to' Excellent Ornaments; 
and art comely through my Comelineſs which 
have put upon thee, as Verſe 14. O- foul, be-../ 
not-diſcouraged, Chriſt will turnthy black 
nefs into beatity,. aud' not.caſt thee offf bes 
cauſe of it, -_ 7 +? 
3. Is it the greatneſs and” Hainouffiefs: + 
of thy ſin and guilt? O my fins, my fins* 
(ſays the poor Soul) they are excecding: 
many, andexceeding great; they are'miny; 
and great- in themſelves, 'and' they. ate 
cloathed with many and -great*appravat(c 
ons: Fewin the World-ever fianeThr that 
rate that I have done; therefore ſear, that** 
Chriſt: will never own me ſo,: as to take* *; 
| H 5. me. 


. 
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its ſelf can pretend or alleadge; be it what 

it will, notwithſtanding all Lle receive 
{ng into the Boſome of my love. Chriſfts 
042ge to poor ſinners in this promiſe 

Fi and Many more of like import is 

foch. 3s this; Come, poor Souls, be not 

j Afraid -of . me, what-ever: Your condition 
\be, and how ever things'ſtand, and are 

i ated with you,; yet if you have a mind to 
$-me, and an Eſpouſal with me, afſure'your 
+ {clves, that nothing ſhall obſtru& your ac- 
& ceptance with me, nothing ſhall ſhut up 
$7 my Boſom againſt you ; but 7 will berroth 
3 you to my ſelf for ever. Oh, what encourage- 
W ment is here 4 Come to Chriſt, and. cloſe 
with Chriff in a Marriage-Covenant, ' who 

MF would nor do that, may ſome ſay f butalaſs, 
cab area thouſand things that will hindes 
I} the Match, -and ſtand between him and mes 
& ſhould. I /£0 to him : poor ſoul, this is. 
| parently the plea aud language of 
[ppprent and let it. be. ſilenced for ever, 

F Chriſt kaving (as thop ſeeſt) fully aſſurcd 
vs bf the contrary ;- ,But beſides, what is it 

-Þ that thou feareſt, - (or that any ſoul can fear) 
E vill ſtand between Chriſt and thee, to hin- 
der an E ſpouſal with him ? Bring forth thy 
 trong pleas, and ſee if they will bear any 

KOſaet in the Sanctuary-ballance. | 

,b» Is.it outward meanneſs and baſeneſs ? 


poſſibly 
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* - poſkbly thou art low and'mean, and bafe 
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in the *Vorld ; thou art a poor forlorny. | 
deſpicable Ggeature ; and this thon think- 
eſt: will ſtand between Chri/? and thee: 
ſarely' ( fayeſt thou )' Chriſt will never 
take fach a Contemptible Worm as I am, 
into ſucha Relation with himſelf : . But fin- 
. ner, this ſhall not hinder in the leaſt ; for ? 
Chriſt is no reſpetter of Perſons '; High ,." 
and Low, Rich and poor, Bond and free, are 
all one in Chriſt;and to Chrift,Gal.g.2 8.Yeaz 
does not the Word tell us, that he chooſes 
the Roor of this World , Herrs of the. 
King dom and rich in Faith : James 2. 5. 
And again, ye ſce your calling , brethren} 
(Says the Arr) bow that not many wiſe 
men nPter the fiſhnet many mighty, net many 4 
Neble cre called, bur God riſes feolifn, and? 
werk', andbaſe ones, 1_Cvv, 1. 25, 27, 294 
As preatneſs is no furtherance, ſo mean=! 
 nefs and baſencſs is no hinderance-in this; 
caſe : Men indeed mind honour and 
greatneſs , they will have ſach as are fit=4 
table to themſelves : But *tis. otherwiſe 
with -Chriſt : Poor Sinner, though thow 
beeſtnever ſo low, and mean, and baſe 
in the World ; though thou ſhouldſt bes 
cloathed with Ragps ; yet if thou haſt a 
mind to Chriſt, he 2 accept thee , an/” 
Marry thee to-himſelf ;” yedg'and thy; 
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its ſelf can pretend or alleadge; be it what 
Roi. will, notwithſtanding all Ile receive 
{+ him into the Boſome of my love. Chriſts 
+ anguage to poor finners in this promiſe 
FF of his, and Many more of like import is 
FF fuch. as this : Come, poor Soxls, be not 
afraid -of . me, what-ever. you condition 
IF be, and how ever things'ſtand, and axe 
FF -Aated with you, yetif you have a mind to 
$f-me, and an Eſpouſal with me, afſure'your 
$*. ſ{clves, that nothing ſhall obſtruct your ac- 
E ceptance with me, nothing ſhall ſhut up 
* my. Boſom againſt you ; but 7 will berroth 
8+. you to my ſelf for ever. Oh, what encourage- 
W ment is here ? Come to Chriſt, and cloſe 
-with Chriſt in a Marriage-Covenant, ' who 
KF would nor do that, may ſome ſay fr but alaſs, 
| Ea area thouſand things that will hinders 
FE the Match, -and ſtand between him and me, 
#-ſhould.I go to him : poor ſoul, this is 
$) Wparently the plea and language of 
"& Unbelicf, and let it. be. ſilenced for ever, 
E Chraſt kaving (as thop ſeeſt) fully aſſurcd 
ws bf the contrary,;: ,But beſides, whatis it 
© that thou fcarcſt, (or that any ſoul can fear) 
FE will ſtand between Chri/? and thee; to hin- 
deran Eſpouſal with him ? Bring forth thy 
*& frong pleas, and ſee if they will bear any 
weight in the Sandtuary-ballance. | 
f..-i. Is.it outward meanneſs and baſeneſs ? 


> poſſibly 


the Souls Eſponſal to Chriſt, 15's ©. 
. poſſibly thou art low and'mean, and baſe : 
in the *Vorld ; thou art a poor forlorny: * 
deſpicable Cgearure ; and this thon think- 
eſt: will ſtand between Chrif? and thee: ;-. 
ſarely' ( fayeſt thou )* Chriſt will never” 
take fach a, Contemptible Worm as I am, 
into ſucha Relation with himſelf : But fin- 
. ner, this ſhall not hinder in the leaſt 3 for: 
Chriſt is no reſpetter of Perſons ; High 4." 
and Low, Rich 'and poor, Bond and free, are 
all one in Chriſt;and to Chrift,G al.3.2 8.Yea, 
does not the Word tell us, that he chooſes | 
the Roor of this World , Heirs of the 
Ring dom and rich in Faith : Tames 2. F- 
And again, yeſce your calling, brethrem; 
(Says the Arr) row that not many wiſe * 
men rnPrer *%e eſp 101 many mighty, net 4 
Weoble cre called, but God ryuſes feolifn, and | 
werh', andbaſe ones, 1_Cvv. 1. 25, 27, 294 
As greatneſs 15 no furtherance, ſo mean= 
 nefs *and baſencſs is no hinderance-in this: 
caſe : Men indeed mind honour and 
Creatneſs , they will have ſach as are fſi1=4 
table to themſelves : But *tis. otherwiſe; 
with -Chriſt : Poor Sinner, though thou 
beeſtnever ſo low, and mean, an baſe 
in the World ; though thou ſhouldſt beg 
cloathed with Ragps ; yet if thou haſt. a 
mind to Chriſt, he 2 accept thee , ay” 

Marry thee to-himſelf ;” yeds'and. th | 
H 4. he: ads > - / oa 
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will be as dear to him, and as precious in 
. his ſight, as the Soul of the greateſt Prince 
or Monarch in the world. ; 
| 2, Is it inward Blackneſs and deformi- 
'ty ? Perhaps, Sinner, if thou art not 
outwardly mean and baſe ; yet thou ſeeſt 
thy ſelf inwardly- Black and deformed : 
thou lieſt in thy blood and pore, wallow- 
- ing*inthy Sin and Filth ; neither is there 
any Worth, any Beauty in thee for which 
Chriſt ſhould deſfire.thee ; and therefore 
fayeſt thou, ' ſurely Chriſt will have no- 


# thing to do with me,nor ſo much as caſt an 


eye or look of love upon me ; but, Soul, 
this ſhall not ſtand between Chriſt and 


| | thee neither ; but if thou haſt a mind to 
W him, he will marry thee to himſelf not- 


withſtanding : For indeed Chriſt Marrys 
\ not any for their Beauty ; but thoſe whom 
y he Marries, he Marries to make them 
Beautiful '* He marries them not for any 
worth of theirs; but to pit a worth upon 
- them, and indeedthere are none that he Eſ- 
| pouſes to himſelf, but he finds them black 
and deformed, in their Blood and Gore, 
as well as thee; and ſo they are, till he 
puts his beauty upon them ; how ſweet 1s 
F that word: Ezek, 16. 6,7, 8. When I paſ- 
3 by thee,and ſaw thee polluted in thy blood, 
Wy Sathy fin agd fflth, / ſaid ninto thee, 


live, 
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live ; I ſaid unto thee, when thou waſt inthY 
Blood, live yea, when thou waſt in thy Blood 
live; Mark, three times he mentions it, ' is 
thy Blood, in thy Blood, in thy Blood: T'o 
note the depth of that defilement'we are . ? 
all under ; well, and whatthen? will Chrift 
have any thing to do with ſuch ? Yes, he 
makes love to them: Behold thy time was the. 
time of love, he Marries them tv hiraſclf. 
in an Eveitlaſting Covenant, / ſpread my © 
Skirt over thee (ſays hc) and covered thy ©; 
nakedneſs ; yea, | ſwear untother;arid*entret# 
into Covtnart with thee, and thou becameſt* 
mine: Yea, not only ſo, but he puts a Beaus 
ty,yea,his own beauty and'comelineſs-upon? 
them, Thou art come to' Excellent Ornaments: 
and art comely through my Comelineſs which Þ | 
have put upon thee, as Verſe 14. O- foul, be. 
not-diſcouraged, Chriſt will turnthy black *? 
nefs into beauty, aud not.caſt thee off be 
cauſe of it; —_ 3 fade? 
3. Is it the greatneſs and” Hainouftiefs: 
of thy ſn and guilt? O my fins, my fins*. 
(ſays the poor Soul) they are excecding} / 
many, and'exceeding great'z they are-many” | 
and great in themſelves, /and' they,” ate 
cloathed with many and -great*appravat(-- 
ons: Fewin the World-ever fins Tarthir | 
rate that I have done; therefore 1 ſear, that**. 
Chriſt: will never own me ſo, as to take* © 
| H 5: me- 
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FE mc into ſuch-.a; Relation with himſelf 
- well,. be it ſo. ; -yet know, that this ſhall 
If not ſtand. between, Criſt. and thee, if 
4 ou art willing. to be eſpouſed- to him: 
#* te has promiſedto pardon great ſins, and 
8; to: accept;notwithſtanding+ great ſins ,. in 
IF} caſe the Soul be but willing : Come now ({ays 
- lie) and let us reaſon together, . thoug b your 
F fins .ar8 as Scarlet, they ſball be white as 
| Szow ,: though they are. red like Chpſor 5 
f they {hal be as Wool, Iſa. 1. 18. Though 
- Jo r-Sins are as Scarlet, and as Crimpon , 
We i:.. c... Though they are great , foul , 
E enarmaons:,Sins/; Sins of .a hainoys and 
erying- Nature. and Cloathed with the 
reatelt- aggravations , . yet they ſhall -be 
WH þite a5 Svow:and Wool: 1. e. They ſhall 
berfally. done away and pardoned ; ſo. fully 
-donc- way. amd pardoned, as if they had 
'- ngvenbcen ;*-So againy 1ſ4.4 3.2425. ix the 
Tt w He focaks - ſome; , who had made 
| him, /erpparith thuir ſins. and wearred him 
F wth £5017 4agititzes ) © Theſe ſyrely were 
| great Siahers,. : ad'thair Sins of. a hamnous 
& ang Nturgs cans yet at the 25; v. What 
i pr 9 iſe. of pardgn does he- make. to 
ther 
7 


| L, . EVER, þ, [414 he that blotteth oRt thy 
wot neſſugns for. nine, own ſake x and will not 
mentor ſras.,,;Poos Sgul,: what ſhall I 
 fay.2 Halt thou abupdaatly fiankd, 2: _ 
pe os 7 101 


the Souls Efponſal to Chriſt. 155; 
thou. multiplied fins ? He has promiſed. «- 
bundantly to pardon, - and to multiply pardons, 
Ih$8:7. Art thou guilty of all manner of - 
fins; and to thy other ſins haſt thou added 
Blaſphemy ? He has promiſed, that all man = 
ner of ſin and Blaſphemy ſhall be forgiven,e x- 
cept that againſt the holy Ghoſt, (which thy - 
complaining of the greatneſs of thy ſins ar 
gues thou art cot gvilty of) Mar. 12, 31. 
'O Soul, be'nor diſcouraged becauſe of the © 
preatneſs of thy ſins:Chrif# marries ſoulsnot 
becauſe they are not ſinners, great ſmners 5 
but h&, marries them to take away- their « 
fins,, and to diſcharge them from them fop- 
ever + And the greater thy ſins are, . the © 
greater will be the glory, of Chriſt's grace 
(which is what he Aims at) in receiving; 
of thee into ſo near, and Glorious a Relatis 4 
on with himſelf as' this is : © Beſides;: what 
wilt thou do with thy great ſins, \unleſs.thoun 
Soeſt with them to erin / Great ſins. ar» 
guea great need of Chriſt, and call for great ” 
haſten;ng unto Chrs/t, | W 
.:4., Is.it any former NegleQts. or Refuſals 
of. thine ? Poſlibly not onely. ;are thy fins = 
many andFreat, but there is this added to 
all'the reſt, lpng and frequent Refyſals of-- 
Chriſt and his Lqve : He has often calledy's 
but. thou haſt given him no.aoſwer, he bbs: & 
long woo'd thce, but. thou haſt-nvt comes 
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plied with him -: Othe many ſweet calls, 

Gracious offers, loving tenders, which he 

F has madeto thee, and thou haſt Deſpiſed /! 

F . And this makes thee fear, that he will now 

have nothing to do with thee: And truly 

Soul, this is ſad, very ſad, hereby Chrift 

has ſoft much glory, which thou mighteſt 

» have brovpht Fin! hereby thou haft loſt 

much ſweet Communion, which thou might- 
eſt have enjoyed; hereby Chriſt's heart has 
been munch grieved, which might have been 
| Demionany, and hereby the work is (made 

WL {much more difficult, than at-firſt igf was, 

+ thy heart being grown more hard, and 

$ Corruptions more ſtrong : T hus 'tis every 

way very ſad, that thou haſt thus negleQ- 

+ cd and refuſed Chriſt, but yet neither ſhall 

. this ſtand between him and thee; in caſe 

*?thou art willing to be eſpouſed to him : For 

this, fee Prov. 1. 20,21, 22, 23. Wiſdom 

+ Erycth witheut, ſhe mtererth her voice in the 

$ Streets, ſhe cryeth in the chief place of con- 

- Conrſe, in the openings of the gates, in the 

F City ſhe attereth her words ſaying : 'Flow long 

> 2 ſimple ones will you love ſi T0 mplicity , And tye 
Seorners delight in their 5corningy, and Fools 

hate K nowledoe ? Turn + at 71 reprosf : 

+ Behold, 1 will peur out my SfArit mito you, 
| bs will make known ber nto you. Pray 
FF. 13 obſerve , Chriſt bB cd hell, a, 

3 / 5 his 
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{| © his lovetothem, but they had refuſed bim 
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and it, yea, they had refuſed long, and 
refuſed with mach contempt : + How t»ng 
ye Simple ones will you love ſimplicity ? QC. 
They ſcorn'd the offers of Chriſt and his 
Love, and yet heremhe - renews thoſe of- 
fers to them, wherein he tells them, That: - 
none of all their refufals hould prejudice . 
their acceptance with-him, incaſe they arg .. 
willing to be his : Turn ye at my reproofe: © 
behold I will ponr out my Spirit, &c. And! } 
ſoul, do not the moſt-refuſe long 3; and: 
ſtand it out long apainſt the offers 6f' Chriſt. * 
and his. grace, e're they eloſe with himz; 
who-yetare received and embraced by him: 
Be not therefore diſcouraged, . poor Souls; 
becauſe of - thy former negleas' and refuſal; 
of Chriſt, butthrow thy ſelf into the Arms 2 
of his. Love, which thou wilt certainly find;.3 
wide open. to receive, . and - Embrace. : 
thee, 7 | 
5. Is ifany revolting or Back: fliding- of _ 
thine frohim -- Poſſibly thou haſt ſome+»- 
times  on"thy way towards Chxiſt,! 
thou haſt had ſome workings, ſomeggod; 
Reſolutiogs and affections within thee. for : 
him,Ay, $4 thou haſt made.ſome profeſſion. 
of him, thay haſt ſometimes been! Evthy/ 
upon the turninÞ@pgint, the point of-cleſe-}/ 
ing with Chriſt, aud the Match has. been; } 
NEar | 


* . 


158 The beſt Match : Or, 
near made up between him and thee + And 
yet after all this, "thou haft/ revolted and 
Back-ſliden from him: 'Playsng-rhe Havlot 
with manylovers, which- makes thee feat 
that he will 'now reje& thee; ſhouldeſt 
thou go to him'; and the' truth is, this 
i - alſois' very. ſad : For hereby Chriſt has 

| been eminently Diſhonbured, and thy Soul 
- has been eminently endangered: (But yet be 
not*diſcouraped” ;for this fhall not. ſtand 
| betweer! Chriſt and thee; 'if yet thou” art 
but willing'to be Eſpotifed to him :” Chri{# 
= offers- himſelf and his Grace to ſuch, as 
WW theſe 3! he promiſes 'ts heal Back-ffidings, 
7. 3 14-Thongh then haft playett the harlot 
with mary lovevs g yer return wto me, Tai 
the Lordzandcv, 12 Retwwn thou Batk-ſuding 
- Ifrael, ani Twill not 'eauſe ihe anger ro fall 
upon yout For Tam mercifil; fo'Hoſ' 2.19. 

Dyill#$etroth thee unto ne for butt; yea, T will 
F betroth thee unto me : Thee, who? Why as re- 


voltitng' and'batkſliding a 590 Þ as ever 


- were in the Werld;'fo you Vie in the 
beginhiog”/ of -the Chap. ThtrdWMs hope 
* then {you ſee) not nd 'back- 
| ſliders ; therefore be hbt difconragtd, but - 
cot6 Tring, and -hetyiltnot'caltthee out : 
| Well Sb.) Heres encourag efient Cnough 
for thee notwithſttmding/ aff thy Vileneſs-,. 
FF Sidfvinefs, and UnworthindS3 and ro add 
F. - 3s. 7 ; to. 
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'F* tothy encouragement yet, know, Chriſt has 


received-multitudes that were every way 
as vile, ſinful; and unworthy as thou art, 
What doſt thou think of A4arafſeh, whe 
was 2 Sorcer&, and:an Idolater * What 
doſt thou think of Pauly who was a: Per- 
ſecutor and a Blaſphemer 


think of Rahab, who was an-Harlot ? what 


7” , What oſt / 
thou: think of AJary ag aalen, who had. 
ſeven Devils. in: her 37. what ».doſt "'thou.45p 


N 


”- 
—- 


doſt thou think of multitudes: of thoſe - 


who Crucified Chr:/?, but afterwards be-- /, 


lieved ? Theſe were all great {inners, and 
yet Chriſt reccived them into! the Arms 'of 
his Love : 


6. 9. & 10. who wete Drunkards, 'T hiever; 
JMurderers, Adulterers, Idolaters, abuſers 
of themſefves with. Mankind; and the like? 
W hat-doſt thou think of them? Tire 91. 
3, who were Fooliſh, Difebedient, Living 


in Envy, Hattful, and bateing one anothery | 


ſerving aivers'luſts and pleaſures ? Surely 
theſe were as vile, as linfal,- as: worthleſs 
as thouart, 'and hadasmucyito fend be 
tween” Chriſt and them. 4 i| and "yet" they 
found -.grace'in- Chrif#is fight,” pon thew 
looking to: hifi; . Indeed- there is 'nevera 
Soul.now: in Heaven but was by - nature 


What doft -thow think of the © 
black liſt and Catalogues of Sinners 
among the Crizthians, mentioned, r Cor, 


every 


KA rw Cs lt er 
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near made up between him and thee : And 
yet after all this, "thou haft/ revolted and 
Back-ſliden from hin Playsng- the Hnvlot 
with many lovers, which- makes thee feat 
that he will 'now reje& thee, ſhouldeſt 
thoy go to him ; and the truth is, this 
alſo*1s very. ſad : | For hereby 'Chriſt has 
been eminently Diſhonbured, 'and'thy Soul 
kas been eminently endangered: But yet be 
not*diſcouraped: ;for this hall not. ſtand 
_ betweer! Chriſt and thee; "if yet thou” art 
but willing'to be Eſpotifed to him : © Chr: 
- offers- himſelf and his Grace t6 ſuch; as 
theſe 3! he promiſes 'ts heal Back-(idings; 
ev. 8. 1.-Thowgh they haſt playetl the harlot 
with mary lovevs y yer vet urn” wito me, Taith 
-the Lord;and'v. 12'Retwn rhou'Batk-Niding 
 If-ael, ani Twill not cauſe milhe ee ro fall 
F upon you't For I am mercifinl; To'Hoſ' 2.19. 
* Dill $etroth thee unto me for bruet; yen, T] will 
F betroth thee unto me : Thee, who? Why as re- 
| voltitig' and*backſliding a Praplly as cver 


- Were 1m the World; you Wilde in the 
beginaiog” of the Chap.\' ThtrtMs hope 


- then :{yo0u' ſee) nod pe te nd 'back- 
iders ; therefore b& hbt difedirggth, but - 
got6 him" and he tvil-not'caltfthee out : 
| Well So.) Heres trcgurag eMient Cnough 
C for thee notwithſtindins Ft Vileneſs, 


| FE Sinfvlnefs, and Unworthinds; and ro add” 
= 33-3 ” to 


'F* tothy encouragement yet, know, Chrift has 
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received multitudes that were: every. way 
as vile, ſinful; and unworthy as thou art; 
What doſt thou think of A4anafſeth, whe 
was a2 Sorcer&, and:an Idolater * What 
doſt thou think of Pauly who was a: Per- 
ſecutor and a Blaſphemer ? : What Yoſt FA 
thou; think of ary ag dalen, who had 3 
fcven Devils in: her 31. what +:doft "thou; 
think of Rahab, who was an Harlot ? what®* 
doſt thou 'think of multitudes: of thoſe * 
who Crucified Chriſt, but afterwards be- 
lieved ? Theſe were all: great ſinners, and 
yet Chriſt reccived them into the Arms 'of - 
his Love : What-do{t-thoy think of the 
black liſt and; Catalogue! of Sirmers 
among the Corinthians, mentioned, r Cor, 
6. 9. & 10. who wete Drunkards, Thieves, | 
Murderers, Adulterers, Idolaters, abuſers 
of themſefves with Alankind, and the like 
W hat-doſt thou think of them? Tires yi. - 
3, who were Fooliſh, Difobedient, Living 
in Envy, Hateful, and bateine one anothery - 
ferving aivers'lnſts and pleaſures ? Surely 
theſe were as vile, as linfal,- as' worthleſs 
as thouart, and hadavmucy'to fin: be- 
tween” Chriſt and them 4 |and yet” they 
found .grace"'in'Chriff's fight, upon thew 
looking to hit; . Indeed: there 1s nevera 
Soul.now: in Heaven but was by - nature 
| every. 
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every way as vile, ſinful, and unworthy . 
of Chriſt, as thou : they lay nnder the 
- fame pollution, they wallowed in the ſame 
F Blood, they were filled withthe ſame'Spi- 
} ritof oppoſition againſt God'and his wayes, 
F that thou dot, and art. ; yea, and mul- 
SF \ titudes of them were as vile and fſinfull 
W $ by practice alſo, as thou ,. they Ated out 
the fin and” enmity of their Natures as 
highly. againſt God and Chriſt, as thou 
haſtdone ;z-and yet theſe Chriſt received, 
elſe they hal not been in Heaven. In a 
. word, : Heaven (as one obſerves) is an 
Houſe fuil of the Miracles of Chriſt's free 
Grace ; 5,There's Idolatrous Marnaſſeth 
among the true Worſhippers of God : 
There's '-opprefling Zachews among the 
Spirits of Jult Men made perfect :-T here's 
Blaſphemous Pax! among the Hoſt of An- 
gels,Lauding, Praiſing, and ſinging Hale!u- 
jahs.to God: and the Lamb ; and there is 
Mary” Magdalen, that had ſeven Devils 
0g the Saints of the moſt High, - who 
are-falled even to overflowing with the 


# 
a 
* 


- ſeven Spirits, of God. . O+ who then 
would be diſcouraged ? Yea, Soul, - all 
+ thy vilcncſs,  ſinfulneſs, and unworthineſs 
| goes, (but as, it were, qualifie thee for 
Chriſt and his free Grace . My fnful wants 
and. unworthineſs. ( ſayes Cn - ) 
| avec 


% 
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BF. have qualified me for Chriſt and his grace * 


wi'h{anding all, not doubting thine acceps 
tancd with him. yp 

- 6. Such is the heart of Chriit, and ſo 
ſet upon Eſpouſal with ſinners, as that, 
he delights and rejoyces in nothing more 
hardly , than in the Nuptials between 
him and them ; and oh, how ſhould this 
draw and allure us to him ! Should: you 
ſee a Yourg Man rejoycing in the-ſenfe of 
vn Eſpouſal between himſelf and ſuch," or 
ſuch an one whom he loved, you. might 
well conclude, that 'his heart was -much 
upon Her : and is it not thus here ? Chriſt 
rejoyces in the fight and ſenſe of anieſpouſal 
between himſelf and finners,and how much 
does this Argue his heart to be in the buti- 
neſs ?* This I will give you in three propo- 
ſitions. ' 

1. This is what he rejoyced and delight- 
cd himſelf in the thoughts of from all Ecter- 
nity :. thus much he himſelf tells us, Prov. 
8. 30, 31. Then, uamely, from Ever- 
laſting, was 1 by him, as one brourht up with 
him: and I was daily his delight, rejoycing 
a.wayes before him, rejoycing in the habitable 
paits of the Earth, and my delights were 
with tne Sons of Men, Theſe are Chrit's 
words, and intheathe tells you where he 
Was 


Caſt [5 ſelf therefore fully upon him. not” 


152 The beſt Match : Or, 


was, and what he had been doing from |=. 


Eternity, he was with the father, and re- 
goyced before him ; but what did he re- 
joyce in? truly, next to his Father and | 
himſelf, his rejoycing was in the habitable 
parts of the earth, and his delights were 
with: the Sons of Men : He delighted 
himſelf in the thoughts of Saving poor 
ſinners, and eſpouling them unto him- 
ſelf in order thereunto : Oh, how much 
does this Argue his heart to be in the buſt- 
neſs ? 

2. As he thus delighted and rejoyced 
im the thoughts of it before-hand -; ſo 
When at anytime a poor Soul is AQtually 
eſpouſed to'him, - then the tejoyces afreſh, 
and 'is deliphted afreſh: Hence the 'day of 
eſpoufals is called' rhe day of the glad- 
. meſs of. his heart, Cant, 3, 11. Fhe 
day of Eſpouſals between Chriſt and a poor 
Sinner, is a day of gladneſs and recjoyce- 
ing to the- Father, 'a day of gladncſs and 
'xejoycing to the blefied Spirity a day ol 
gladneſs and rejoycing to the holy An- 
. "gels, and Spirits of juſt men made perfedt, 
For there gs joy in Heaven,at this, Lith. 1 5.7. 
But *tis eſpecially a day of gladneſs and re- 
joycing to- Chriſt the bridegroom. O to 
ſce poor Sinners' come in and- give up 
themſelves to him in a Marriage-Cove- 

SES nant. 
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W. nant : this is the joy, the reſt, the ſatisfa&Qi” 


on of his ſoul. Hence *tis ſaid, he ſhall ſee of 
the travel of his Soul;and be ſatisfred,Iſa.53+ 
11. ?Tisa great griefand trouble to Chriſto 
that which wounds his very Soul,” when 
having wooed poor finners, and time” af- 
ter time made Love to: them, . they not- 
withſtanding are ſhie of him. ,” and; will 
not cloſe with them in a Marriage-Cove- 
nant : Hence he complains, 'as he does 
Tob. 5-41. Tou will not corhe to me that you 
might have life. And Mat. 23. 39. 0 Fe- 
1uſalem, Feruſalem, how often wonld T have 
gathered thee, ana. thou wouldft not! 'He 
ſpeaks complainingly,and as one grieved at 
heatt at their negleds- of him, yea this _ 
was that which made him Weep as he did 

over Jeruſalem Zuke'19. 41, 42. Behold 
the joy of the whole earth weeping ! And 
why ? - becauſe of their .refufals of -him 
and his Grace, and the wofi:l deſtraGtions 
that for theſe refuſals were coming upon 
them : | Indeedthis. js what refles' great 
Diſhonooer upon his vame, poures/ great 
contempt uponhis Grace, and is dire&ly 
contrary to the whole defign of his nnder- 
takings; as mediator, and fo cannot but be 
grievous to him : So on the contrary, when 
ſouls come freely in, and give up 'them- 
ſelves ma Marriage-Relation to-him, this 
glads 
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pladsand rejoyces his heart ; O how ſhould: | 


this draw ſouls to him ?! Sinner, why may 
not this day be made the day of the gladneſs 
of Chriſt heart, by being a day of Efpoufals 
between him and thee ? He has ſeen many a 
day of grief of heart, and trouble of heart, 
becauſe of thy tanding out againſt him, and 
refuſing the offers of his love : Oh now let 
him ſee one day of joy of heart and gladneſs 
of heart by thy cloſing op with him-in a mar- 
-riage-Covenant ! 
--.3- As Chriſtdelights and rejoyces when 
ſouls are efpouſed to him ; ſo being Eſpou- 
ſed to him, he delights and rejoyces in this 
Eſpouſal for ever : Men Marry ſuch or ſuch 
and they rejoyce therein at preſent, but their 
joy does not laſt:? Tis otherwiſe with Chriſt 
he did rejoyce in the thonghts of it from all 
Eternity, he does rejoyce in the being and 
accompliſhment of it here in time, & he will 
rejoyce inthe conſummation of it in Heaven 
forever; the truth is, his joy is not com- 
j_ the marriage be compleat,nor will 
is joy ever endfill that end, which will ne- 
ver be(as in its place may be ſhewn.) Thus 
you ſce a little what Chriſt*s heart is, and 
how much ſct uponthis buſineſs; as well as 
what manner of Husband he is, and what 
great things he docgfor all his Spouſes ; and 
-now after all what do you ſay ? Art = 
or 
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for Chriſt or no ? Shall the nuptial go on be 
tween him & your ſouls, or ſhall it not?Soul, 
what anſwer muſt | give my Lord and Ma- 
ſter that ſent me to thee ? *Tis but a little 
while and he will call both thee and me to 
an account concerning theſe things,, and [ 
muſt ſay, Lord | woo*4 that ſoul for thee ; 
I beſought him ro be <ſpouſed unto theezand - 
fo far as | «as abl= 1 diſplayed thy beauty, 
thy Riches, thy glory before him , | opened 
thine heart to Kim, ſhewed him thy love and 
thy willingneſs to be eſpouſed to him; ho- 
ping that the cords of thy Love would draw 
him, ang} with my whole ſtrength entreated 
him to give up, himſelf in a Marriage-cove- 
nant to thee : Well,and what was the ſue ? 
Lord thou knoweft : But, ſoul,what anſwer 
muſt I return. Muſt | be put to ſay ? Lord 
| laboured in vain, and ſpent my ſtrength in 
vaingfor he made light of all,and would have 
n-2ne either of thee or thy Love : O-put me 
not to make this Diſmal anſwer ; rather let 
me have cauſe to ſay ; Beheld,l and the chil- 
aren which God. hath given me, Behold this 
ſonl,and that ſoul,and many ſouls were won. 


" over to thee. Amen. 
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CHAP. X. 
IWhich DirdT7s Seuls,and ſhews theme the 


way how to Atta unto t/.is ſweet and 


"ſe Eſponſal with Jeſus Chriſt. 


'N Eſpouſal with Chriſt, what more 

A ſweet? what more deſirable? And who 
bf that underſtands himſelf, would not cover 
- - Its before any thing-this world a *?-no 
3 *- Huvbend like Chriſt, and no happineſslike 
an/Eſpouſal to him, but the L arms: is 

þ we may attain-hereunto': T ruly ſonl, 
= thework is great, and *tisthe Divine ſpirit 
F alone'that docs and can tie the Marria 4 

 Rnvr between Chriſt and thee; but he wor 
4 | Bd well asin other caſes,iu and by the 


i cum and there*are' ſeveral things 
n_ | mbontupon thee,and which muſt 


*4 


6:2 Nt by thee, as ever thou. wo 
3 ne $524 acquaintance with this 
+ Eſfpouſal. 
© 1,” Wouldſt thou be Eſpouſed to C 
Theg labour to be deeply. Senſible of thi 
'tter'eſtrangement from him by nature," as - 
3 oof thy woful miſery by reaſon of. that 


— 


A HT” I. 


P— 


- — 


. eſtraggement.. A deep ſenſe of -our Eſt- 
' rangementfrom Chriſt, and ob our miſery 


- fore for this. 


with hatred. and oppolition againft: high , F- 
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by reaſon of that eſtrangement, is one good! 
ſtep towards a conjugal-Union and relation 
to him, and without the one, we arenever - 
like to attaingunto the other. Labourzthere-! 


1, Labour to-be deeply ſenſible of youP + 
eſtrangement from Chriſt by. nature: Na- - ”, 
turally weare all ſtrangers to Chriſt, trans: 
gers to all conjugal-Union & Communion: 
with him + We know not what ;any ich: 
thing means: As 'twas with the Epbefane{t 
"tis : with us all-by :nature, they wene and! 7 
we are without Chriſt in the-world, Epti.23} 
12: And not only without. bimy bue-alfor 'q 
far from him as it followes, v.. 13::.)Lanayt;; 
truly ſay to-every natural-man and iWon 
i8-this, as Peter. did to S502 in another 
caſe, Acts $. 21. Thou baft: neitharpae; 
Lot in-this matter ; 'T hou knowgtFAvr wind | 
wy and Cato with: [this furcet © 

rd means + Yea, notonly-agt weby'nas 
ture eſtranged from pero en Ore. 
over we are at \ennity[xvithhimg ; 


= 


= 
i 


we. as thaſe mentionedy Zh: ry gs 2 
hate bim and wauld not have bio \tefibien 
over ut ; Naturally we: ate at nmity wh Th 
Garift, and with every thing that 1s as I 


g 
© 
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| with his perſon,” with his Preſence, with + 
| his Spirit, with his Kiygdome, with his ' 
\ Jaws and Ordinances, with his Graces , 
'F with hisRighteouſneſs, and the like : His 
| p rſow is too holy for us, his preſence, 
too. pure,his Spirit too convincigg, his King- 
dom too Spiritual, his laws and Ordinan- 
&s too ſtrict, his Graces too bright, his 
Righteouſneſs too oppolite'to Self ;, and ſo 
we hate all, andare at emnity with all : yea 
we are at enmity with the very way of life 
and Salvation. by him : Toxching the Goſpel 
they are enemies, ſays the Apoſtle, which is 
{ ſpoken of. the Jews, but true of all by na- 
= - ture, Ron. 11. 28. We would live, but 
= - not:by Chriſt : we would be Saved, but 
28 . not by. Chriſt : Thus naturally we are all e- 
i-+  Franged from him; and thus high does our 
© cftrangementriſe, which we muſt be deep- 
> # Iy ſenkble of, if ever, we get union and Com- 
munion in a conjugal way with him : There 
fore-work this a little upon your thoughts, 
>: © rill you find your heart begin to bleed and 
748 4 relent over it. : RE” 
= %-- 2. Labour to bedeeply ſenfble of your 
exceeding great miſery by reaſon of this 
4 eftrangement; As we are all naturally with- 
7 outChriſt; ſo our Miſery herein is excced- 
| ing great: So much the Apoſtle helds forth, 
i vt Boren; 
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8 in the. place before quoted, - : Epheſ: 2. 12+ 4 
' Where he ſpeaks of | our being. 
Chriſt, as our miſery ; yea. as the fpring 
and Foundation of all our miſery .z.. and - 
| therefore that is firſt mentioned : the Ephe- 
fans were, and weare {as he-there. tells 
us) without the Covenants without hopes _ 
without God in the Worlds miſery. 
for any Soul to lye under-4-.and;the-anl 
and Foundation of all 1s, their-and Our be- 
ing without Chriſt : As to have- Chriſt '(fays. © 
a Learned Interpreter upon.-this. place) Þ | 
the Foundation of all. ggod-;" fo, to. be 
without Chriſt-is the beginning and 
tion of all evik; an inlet into all'woe -mi- I 
ſery, and what leaves usin a moſt deploxed 
ate for ever + Take'a taſte, and bur-a talte - 
of this your miſery.,and:then work, thi; ch 
of it upon your own Souls. ,--- | 1,4 
x. Bejfig without Chriſt, youre d | 
tute of a# good) you are'; without Life, - 
without Grace, without Peace,.. vithour | 
Pardon, without Camfort , without | 
teouſneſs ; without Heaven, . without Sal-- 
vation, without Hope; atid without God: G 1 
you' have-it in the. ſame place):Ep ef: þ 
without the.favour: of "God,:;ywithout: Yo | 
Preſence of God; without: the: life- of God, - 
withont the Image of God 4 withaut+the 
Spizi of God i and:{ being, thus without 
L ; 
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God; youarc without all true good, and 
 rru6happineſs ; ' According to the Old-and 


true Maxim, Sa Canews bono nihil. Bonn 
| Without the chief good there is nothing 


oos. - 

2. "Being without Chriſt , . are -in 
adage to - fin' and: Satan, which is the 
Kea dage in the. world. Naturally 
- Mare theSlaves:and Vaſſals of theſe cruel 
Lords : Hence we arc faid to fulfil rhe De- 
vels 44. and 45 the luſts of the 

Devil,fo! the wills nt ffaafebe fleſb, Eph.2. 
”  Sito'be thi ſervants of ſinzto ſerve divers lufts 
b& ifpienſare;," andthe like -- and as Naty- 
#38 ” pally oh are-tiue in bondage :to- fin and the 
EÞ: Devil; ſo there is no redemption from this 
'Þ Botidage but b Dgy* and that ina way 
Þ | with him: /f the Soz therefore ſhall 
od 3s mnake you- free, wo (ful be free mmdeed, ſaith 
* þ - Kehunſfelfro the Jews. Fo. 8.36. They were 
4 © bs yy 4a 'their @ vitae, that they 
| feed, and never were in 
Bos toany Man: True fays: Chriſt, 
4 & ut yeESein a worle  Joadage than abon- 
-  Dage'to man, in-Rondagetoi{tn, '- ip Bon- 
3; - Cage 1 oa fr es that committeth 
[tt "Seruant of ſia; and this: Bandage 
but-rhe $on can [free [you from; and 
_ Hhetefore , untill freed-by tim y 'ymrre- 
Rs it. FORE Es, Dn 
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the Souls Eſponſal to Chriſt: T7# * 
this,. To be under the command'of-fin,. to _* 
be at the beck of every- baſe, unclean luſt 
and to be carried captive by-the devil at "bis 
will! This is ſuch a Bondage as that the' | 
Bondape of 7ſ-ael under” their Task niaſters/ | 
in'Egyps and the bondage of Tsrksſ> flaves, 
who are kept at-the Oar and Galley 'is' ' 
freedom to it: as to ſcrve;Chriſt is the great« 
eſtliberty,ſo to ſerve fin is the cruelleſt bo 

dage. 5.115 
3. Being without Chrift., and' Union* + 
with Chriſt, you are rejeQted- of * God 
Know ye not (ſays the Apoſtle) that! ex- 


cept Chriſt be in you, ye are nov ? 21 
2 Cor. 13. 5. Labyriles Asif: e ſhould) // 


4 "Y 


ſay, 'tis a moſt clear, manifeſt, and-8vi) 2 
dent truth, that unleſs you- have unign!t | + 


with Chriſt you are reprobates 3 5.8; = *- 


are unapproved of God, you are'out ofhis:'s .; 
Favour, both your. Perſons” and Services 


are rejeQted by him : To the ſame purpoſe: : 
is that,  Gal.4, 22. Where we Feat: off 
two Mothers, and two Sons, The two Nos 
thers were Types ofthe two Covenants,the - 
Covenant of Works, and the Covenant of: 

Grace, as appears by v. 24. The two Sons” 
are types of two ſorts of Perſons livi 4-2 
Church; one born after: the- fleſh, the 4 


inthe 


athex by promiſe ; one belonging to:the- 


firſt;: the other to the ſecond: Covenant. ++ - 
13 I a I... 
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's +156 - The beſt Match :'Or, © 
God; you-arc without all true good, and * 
treechippinefs;- According to the Old and 


true Maxim, Seve Summo bono nihil: Bonno: 
- Without the'chief good there is nothing. 


22. Being withput' Chrſt , are in 

v0 fin and Satan,' which i the 

worft e in the. world. Naturally 

all are the Slaves:and Vaſſals of theſe cruel 
Lords : Hence we are ſaid to fulfil the De- 

hs uſt, Fon: B. 44.: and as the tuſts of the 
Devil,ſo' the wills and inftsef the fleſb, Eph.2. 

ito be the ſervants of ſin;to ſerve divers lufts 

* wnitpienſure;," andthe like .- and as Naty- 
£47 Tally Barethus in bondage :to- fin and the 
{ Devil; ſo there is no redemption from this 
Botidage but by Chriſt, and that ina way 

{ } ofUnionwith hiny: If the Sou therefore ſhall 
"# © anake you. free, ye. fE-vs free indeed, ſaith 
7% ere the Jews Fo. 8.36, They were 
iN © Gloryi oe 'theor -priviledge, "that they 
bh Were - abams feed, and never were in 
WA E: tony Man: True fays. Chriſt, 
FT 14 hayw. %y in -a worſe Bondage than abon- 
> MA; (on man, in-Rondag<toi{un, : ip Bon- 
> - B81 5 to your Luſts :For be that committeth 
| Seruant of fin ; and this: Bandage 
#/* .< effrio noi free you fram-; and 
\'. wg z untill freod-by him. 'yawre- 
Ft. * angiia under- it. 628 fore: —_— 
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|. this, Tobe under the command'st ſing. to 


the Soul; Eſpouſal to Chriſt; 17% . 


be at the beck of every- baſe, unclean luſty 
and to be carried captive by-the devil as "bis 
will! This is ſuch a Bondage as that the' | 
Bondape of ]ſ-ae/ under their Task maſters | 
in'/Egyps andthe bondage of Tarks/b flaves,  * 
who are kept at-the Oar and < WW - 
freedom to it: -as to ſcrve;Chriſtis the _ 
eſtliberty,ſo to ſerve fin is the cruelleſt bon-" 
dape. C [$6 
- Being without Chrift., and: Union -- 
with Chriſt, you” are rejected” of i Gad*s* 5 
Know ye not (ſays the Apoſtle) thai ex!  ; 
cept Chyiſt be in you, ye are _—_ P's 
2 Cor. 13. 5. Know ye not ? Asif he 6 
ſay, 'tis a moſt clear, manifeſt, and 8933 
dent truth, that unleſs you- have unign!t © 4 
with Chriſt you are reprobates 3 5.eyour "3 
are unapproved of God, you-are'out ofhis: *; 
Favour, both your. Perſons” and Sexvictss 
are rezedted by him : To the-fame purpoſet  ; 
is that, Gal.4. 22. Where we read; oft : 
two Mothers, and two Sons, The two Mom 
thers were Types ofthe two Covenants,the © - 
Covenant of Works, and the Covenant-oÞ : - 
Grace, as appears by v. 24. The two Sons” 
are types of two ſorts of Perſons living inthe © 
—_—_ z one born ow. the: fleſh, mn "% 
othex by promiſe ; one belonging 'to:the- ©: 
firſt; -the other to the ſecond. Conreoant DIS. 
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172 The beſt Match : 'Or, | 
Well, what's the Condition of theſe ? Why. * 


the one is in a-ftate of rejection; and the 
ather.of acceptation : They that belong to 


* the ſecond Covenaut are owned, - and em- 


braced in the Arms of Love ; the other are 
caſt out (as you may ſee in the ſequel" of 
the Chapt : ) beſides, | all our acceptation 


+ . with God isin Chriſt, and through Chriſt, 
& Epheſ. 1.6. Outof him therefore we are 
Fin aſtateof rejection: O, how ſad does 


this ſpeak your condition to be / for men, 
yea,: for good men: to. reject, and diſown 
us,.. is:What may: be born, eſpecially when 
God ownes, and {miles : But for God- to 


FF - difown ard: reject us; this is terrible in- 
== deed, | thought all the worl i ſhould own 


us, andfmile upon us: How terrible is 
that word?” Reprobate ſilver fhall men call 


K | F \them:; for thi Lord hath rejetted-them, Jer, 


6::30=--If God owns, and ſmiles, tis no 
watter who frowns; but if he frowns, and 


b- rejedts whocan own or ſmile to the relief 


of the. Soul ? I | 

- 4, Being without Chriſt you are under 
the'Law, and ſo under the curſe 3 and how 
fad is this! asthere are but two Covenants 
the old and the new ; and but two heads 


of 'thoſe Covenants : :the | firſt; or : the ſe- 


cond <44am; and fo all Men do belong to, 


and are-found-inthe one or the her of 


theſe - 
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the Sobls Efponſal to Chriſt, 179 * 
- theſe : WhilR therefore-you are ftrangers- 
to Chriſt, you are under the Law, and'being * 
' ander- the Law you are under-the-.curſe -+* 
For, ſays the Apoſtle, as many as are ut 
der the Law, are under the curſe: For it 1s 
Written, curſed is every one that continueth 
not in all things that are Written in the Book - 
of the Law todothem, Gal. 3. 13... The 
Law hasno pity, no ſparing for offenders; 
But for every breach thereof lays fhe 
Soul under the curſe : Now we have. all 


wY 


© QA 


broken the Law, we all broke it in Adam, 
being in him as in'an Head 5 and 'we' 2 
have all broken it ten Thouſand” Tinkes®Z 
over-in our own Perſons z and by both's 
fallen under the curſe thereof : And, Soul 
doſt thou know what the curſe of the Lawn 
means ? it. carries in it death and- cons -- 
demnation for ever. Being - under the 
Law., we arecurfed in our Perſons, and - - 
curſed in onr comforts : The wrathi»of 
God lies upon our Souls, and the curſe of 
God is in all our enjoyments,, our 'very - : 
Bleſſings are accutſt to us , Mal. 2.% 2. 7 
We read 11 Scripture of the People of Gorl*s 
curſe ; and thou art one of them, Soul, who--- 
ever thou art: that art out: of Chriſt: =? 
how woeful, how deplorable a condition'is 
ens : | 
+5. Being without Chriſt, and eſtranged 
GakD I 3 from: £ 
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# fromChriſt, you lic winder the guilt-of in- -N- 
- namerable fins, which you alone muſt bear ' 
for ever ? ?tisin and by Chriſt alone, that 
Souls are Diſcharged from the guilt of fin ; 
And who are they, whom he diſcharges 
from guilt, but ſuch as arc found in him, 


are under a Marriage Covenant with him ? 
thoſe his Blood cleanſes from all ſimg1 Fob. 1. 


uh 7. and inhimhave they redemption threngh 

+ / his blood, eventhe forgiveneſs of ſm, Eph. 1, 

7. Asfor others, he tells them plainly, they 
(hall Hie 57 their ſins, John $.24. O, how 

- 3-6 fad a Condition is this ;; Soul, thou art 
EF &- - Eualty of multitudes of ſins, the leaſt of 


which has evil enough in it to damn thee 
eternally. Thou haſt thouſands, and ten 
S38=ttoufands of Scarlets, Crimſon fins, ſins 
+ # .  cloathed with black and crying aggravayi- 
+ ons lying upon thee; and to have ail theſe 

= in thefull weight of the guilt/ and puniſh- 
7X ment of them charged upon thee by the 
1 & greatGodfor ever, how miſerable dots this 

1 ſpeak thycondition to be ! 

» LF 6. Being eſtranged from Chrift , -you 

"N= areunder a neceſſity of ſinning, and ſo 'of 
WW - preat?ning your own damnation daily : A 
-'man-out of Chriſt does.do, .can do nothing 

*  butfin ; forheis not ſubjeft tothe Law of 

ff . God, nor can he be, Rom. 8. 8. »And as he 

# - Sever linning, ſo he is ever treaſuring » 
"= Wrat 


the Sonls Efpouſal to Chriſt. - 235 * 
- wrath no - himſelf, Rom: 2«. F+ 1 Q; how N» 
ſad wyrmags this i b'sy Mt: Dong ne» |} 
ceſſunas (as Auſtin Ccails it peaks a . 
__ condition to be very doleful :..To-be 
always ſinging againſt God, -and ' always 
treaſuring up wrath to a man's own. < , 
this isnext to Hell, in ſome ſort worſe. Fe 
give youthe- Sum of all, -* 1:15 45859 

| Being eſtranged from Chriſt, you. ha 
nothing to ſatishe Divine Juſtice, which, is. 
ready to ſeize upon you z nothing to pacifig. * 
Divine wrath,which is ready to/hreak forth”. 
agaiuſt you; nothing toſkand between'Die: | 
Vag Fgvs ge NO PRC PINES L ps 
ou have many accuſers, and by, * 
them (tpn rges brought in 
againſt you, and being without Chriſt, you - 
have no- Advocate to plead your. cauſe ,: - 
none to- ſpeak a good word in Heavenfor: 
you : and is uot: that ſad ? you are deeply: © 
in debt, yoa owe your Ten thouſand Tas? 
lents to Divine Juſtice,. and being withgut. | 
Chriſt, you have nothing to pays- but are, 
in-danger of being cat .into! the Priſon af 4 
eternal; darkneſs, whence there is'no re-,. 
demption : And is not that ſad ?. Yougre-' 
onder an Obligation to much Duty; and. 
being without Chriſt, you are under (an; * 
utter impoſſibility of performing any. of jt 
acceptably » vow. are- under .a Juana 
4 0 
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- namerable ſins, which you alone muſt bear 
for ever? ?tisin and by Chriſt alone, that 
Souls are Diſcharged from the guilt of fin ; 

And who are they, whom he diſcharges 
from guilt, but ſuch as are found in him, 
are under a Martiage —_ with him? 
thoſe his Blood cleanſes ſrom all fing1 Fob. 1. 


' 7. and inhimhave they redemption threngh 
- / his bload, even the forgiveneſs of ſm, Eph. 1, 
' 9. Asfor others, he tells them plainly, they 
= ſhall Hie 57 their ſins, John $8.24 O, how 
4 -fad a Condition is this 3; :Soul; thou art 
EF -eatlty of multitudes of ſins, the leaſt of 
ESgrDich has evil enough in it to damn thee 
-—=ecternally. Thou haſt thouſands, and ten 
= ttodands of Scarlets, Crimſon fins, ſins 
£8 - cloathed with black and crying aggravayt- 
+ ons lying upon thee; and to have ail theſe 
WW - in thefull weight of the guilt and puniſh- 
7 3 mentof them charged upon thee by the 
£7 greatGodfor ever, how miſcrable dozsthis 
-78 ſpeak thycondition to be ! 
» LF 6. Being cfranged from Chrift , -you 
"K&- are under a neceſſity of ſinning, and ſo 'of 
WW - great'ning your own damnation daily : A 
--man-out of Chriſt does. do, .can do nothing *' 
JF butfin ; forheis not ſubjeft rathe Law of 
*$ & + God, norcan he be, Rom. 8.8. »And as he 
E - ever {inning, ſo he is ever treaſuring > 
; Wrat 


- "Y c i. 


from Chriſt, youlic inder the guiltof in- -N- 


the Souls Efpouſal to Chriſt. - n35 © 
wrath nnto-hiimfelf,; Rom: 2 5, 1 Qs how. | 

ſad a condition ts this ! This is Dare ne> 
t ceſſitas (as Auſtin calls it) and ſpeak 
e mans condition to we doleful :..-To-be. - 
$ always ſinging againſt God, and ' always 
, treaſuring up wrath to a man's own hy | 
; this isnext to Hell, in ſome ſort worſe; Fo * 
give youthe Sum of all, -* -:11:2.45r. 4 
; Being eſtranged from Chrift, you. hays .- 
, | nothing to fatishe Divine Juſtice, which, iss.. 
| ready to ſeize upon you z nothing to pacitis © 
| Divine wrath,which is ready to/break forth +. 
agaiuſt you; nothing toſand between' Die: | 
vine revenge and your Gnful Souls : Le; 


ſhall | fay / you have many accufers, and by. . 
them many "heavy ciggges, broypht in; 
againſt you, and being without Chriſt, you - 
have no- Advocate to plead your. cauſe ,: / 
none to. ſpeak a good word in Heaven for" : 
you : and is uot. that ſad ? you are deeply." 
in debt, yoa owe your Ten thouſand Tar!” 
lents to Divine Juſtice,. andbeing. withgut, -- 
Chriſt, you have. nothing to pays: but "are, 
in-danger of being caſt .into! the Priſon af. - 
eternal; darkneſs, whence [there is'no re-,. 
demption : And is not that ſad ?. Yougre- 
onder an Obligation to much-Duty;- and. 
being without Chriſt, you - are under tan! © 
utter impoſſibility of performing any. of it - 
acceptably » You. are under .a Jgeue 

| I 4 of _ 


3 
/% C.. _ 


176 Thebes Match © Or, 
#8 - of condemnation and being without Chriſt, 
WF. you have nothing-that can ſecure you one 
| day, one hour, one moment more on this 
* fide” everlaſting Burnings - And O how 
F fad, and miſerableis this ! Thus you ſee 
both your cftrangement from Chriſt, and 
. Mo your miſery (in part) - by reaſon-of 
; that eftrangement. - Now; As ever you 
TE would get Union and Communion with 
T8 him, labour to be deeply ſenſible of both 
theſe. ER © SORE 
- 2, Would thou indeed be Eſpouſed 
- to Chriſt then labour to be ſoundly con- 
© vinced, - and- deeply ſenſible of the - great- 
FS nefs, and Hainouſneſs of the fin of refuſing | 
ELIE,Chriſt, and the offers of his love ; poor 
FX Soal, thou ſtandeſt it out againſt Chriſt, 
© he wooes, and calls, and invites:thee to 
timfelf '; but thou ſlighteſt, and refuſeſt 
all, and this thou thinkeſt a ſmall matter ; 
- butler me tell thee, this is a moſt hain- 
.F$ ouvtand crying ſin - To Swear, to mur- 
© & der; to'Steal, to be drunk, to be un- 
£84 clean,” and the like ; theſe thou lookeſt up- 
8+ on as black. and horrid things : Indeed 
E well - thou mayeſt- ; for they are fins of 
- more than-ordinary fgdinous-and abomina- 
 #M- ble Natore : But yet know that thy ſmin 
- | $$} rejeing Chriſt, and the offers of his love, 
 ©F7 is greater, and more provoking _— 
3 elec * 


the Souls. Eſpouſal to Chriſt. 197. 

* theſe + This indeed is the great fin, - and .7 
the ſin thou mult in an efpecial "manner. be 
ſenſible of, if. ever, thou art | united to- -} 
Chriſt ; 'ſo much Chriſt himſelf tells us, in- -; 
that known place, Jobn. +16, 849. be, af iS; 
he (ſpeaking of the Spirit, - whom he: 
promiſed to ſend) ſhall convince the World") 
of ſin, becaufe they believe not in me : unbe=- © 
lief then is tne great (in that. the Spirit* 3 
convinces Souls of- - And: what's unbelief,. 
but'the negle& and refuſal of Chrift, and: 
the offers of his Love made tous inthe” + 
Goſpel ? He fhall convifice-the world : of-: 
fin z- becauſe they believe ngt in.me; 15: e:de**; 
illo magno & grands incredulitats peceato oo 
He ſhall convince them'Ef that grand: ſimof;*? 
unbelief (as a Learned man 'expounds it): 
as if Chriſt ſhould ſay,he ſhallmake men fee---? 
the Black and hainous' Nature of the ſin of -<; 
rejeting me and. my Love : He ſhalk5; 
humble thgm for it, 'and ſetthem a bleeding > 
over it: This fin of rejetting Chriſt, ſome: *: 
of the School-men' have called” Maximiumi > 
peccatums the greateſt-ſin of al: .And In-;. Fr 
decd, next tothe unpardonable fin, what =; 
greater ? This is a fin.moſt direQly;:and*# 
immediately againſt Chriſt and the Goſpe[**-*:3 
O for' a vile- wretched + ſinner - to-{ſhut= 
the door” of 'his Soul- againſt Chriſt; the 51 
Kingof ' Glory, and deny him entertain==*;7 
| o meaty, 
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- ment, to refuſe 2nd rejett thefroe and fre- 
offers of himand his love, how great 
- -#fin-mut' this be! And foul, to convince 
- theethe:better of it,and makethee:themore 
2 aftaid'of it, 1 ſhat-ſaggeſt.afew -confidera- 
- Tionsto' thee, holding forth a little of its 
black and horrideevil. 

-2.\Conſider, that the negle& agd refuſal .of 


- Utiriſt and his/Love is-a fm againt hs ra 
| andieminent command, 6cithoreforc Tgrear 
[5 
8 - 
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— fin : The greater andmoreemi- 
e command-is, which we tranſgreſs 
- and finogainft-, the greater our{ſin and guilt 
#0 rranſgreſſ at command : Now, 
"God does not command-usto .reccive 
_ andembrace Chrift-and this love 3 bat this 
; command of his @-great » fignal., and and 
| 3 eminent command : So St. Johntells us, 
-x Fob. 3.23: This «s hs Commandment, that 
Ie deljevs onthe- name of his Son Teſws Chrft 
. whonrbe bath ſent - What. is it ro, believe or 
thename of Teſs Chriſt, 'butto receive and 
embrace'Chriſt offering himſelf inthe Goſ- 
pel:to us, :and to live upon him, having ſo 
received and embraced him -? Now (fays , 
$ouul this is his eommandment, his great, 'his 
- ſpecial commandment, his commandnent in 
amoſt fignal;and eminent mannerzand Chriſt 
himſelfafſerts theifame' thing; Joh. 6:28, - a 
Ptage 28%. They askhim, what ſhall we bat 
tar 


x; 13 
44 , : 


tte Souls Eſpoufal to Chriſt. 179 
that we may workthe: Warks of Ged ? his; aut= 
ſwer in the 29 9. is; This 45;the- work: of 
God, that.ye helirve.ap him wha -} hath | 
ſent :' 5. 6. That ye receive. and 3 
me, and live-upon me, by believing : 

is {the] Work of God; the great _ 
which he commands you, and.expettsfrom- 
you : Believing (as Calvin ob IEEE : 
this place) is tot called 4; ayork.of God | 
becauſe 'tis af Gods ponrtier> ops as Yau, 
it elſe-where) or that which-God W 
us ; but becauſe *tis the great : ti 
he commands and requires of-us.,” V1 
and refuſe Chriſt then, is;2 cow a, 
nal and eminent command ;- indeed. 
the great Command of the- Goſpel ;- | 
therefore muſt needs be VCSATONR ©ying | 
fig.; more particularly, / | 


r. The peple@and refuſalof Chiilt a ik 4 
love, is a fſinagainſta gdlcar and expreſs 
command of God, a command- wwhereus 
the Authority of God does » pecoiagly 
eminently. One forth : 
forth inthe place "I (A 
28. "this 1s. his commandment ({ayshelf 
ing of the Comes ff Fait 
preſs ;Commandr: 
wherein;his authority.is "Pe > 
w—__ ſeen ;, the Authoxity 
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| forth in all his commands, but eſpecially in 
this above the 'reſt ; Therefore this. you 
+ "ee has an-emphaſis put. upon it : Thi -# 
"TRE - his commandment : Now the more clearly. 
# "and eminently the authority of God ſhines. - 
_ Fortl+.in any command,” the greater our 
ſin and-guiltis:in tranſgreſſing that.com- 
v4? "The _ and'refuſal of Chrift and: 
- His love, is atin againſt a command, where- 
I Woe heart of God-and Chriſt does much 
ye; andiis therefore agreatſin :- This is a 
 atroe Rule: :- That the more+the:mind or 
- Reart/of the Law-Giver is- in any law or 
 gommands the-/greater is our ſin-and puilt 
Im the bre ach and tranſgreſfion of: that law 
or command: Now God's command to us 
to- receive Chriſt by. believing, is a com- 
- mand wherein his own heart, as well as 
* the heart of Chriſt, does much lye : indeed 
there3s rothing in all the world ; that the 
Heart 'of God and Chriſt is more ſet- upon 
or defirous of; thanthis ; that Souls- ſhould 
embrace Chriſt by "believing, and become 
-one- with-him in- a Marriage-Covenant - 
Witneſs the- freeneſs of: their offers, the 
Frequency of their calls, the x 
nefs of their pleas, the patientneſs of th 
waitings, tlie affetionateneſs of their en- 
treaties. the friendlineſs.of their upbraid+ 
Yo ., ings, 


2 p< I'S 


a, 2 Ca... Ala —- Hs 1 bobs 


mand: wherein the heart of God and-Chrift - 


' we may work the works of God 


'B:m whom he hath ſemt |: Pray mark, they | 


the $onls Eſpouſal to Chriſt, -* 18x |! 
ings, the patheticalneſs of their lamentiugs.” | 
the ſweetneſs of their wooingsz-. the un- 
weariedneſs of their drawings, and-! 

racjouſneſs of their dealings 1n- refe | 
[Am :- But you have already ſeen, 
how much the heartof Chriſt, and+in-hims © 
the heart*of the Father is in this-buſineſs : 
now to tranſgreſs ſuch a command, a come. | 


does ſo-much lye, and to run connter to hag 4 
which they {o much defire;- O what a fin 
muſt this needs be / h {% <0Y 
The neglet and- refuſal ' of. Chriſty. ig"& # 
fin againſt a command which + has yirtbally; * 
all the commands of God in--it;- and ſon; - 
the breach and tranſgreſſion: of we 
break and tranſgreſs all ; -and oh how great” -- 
a fin then muſt this be ? to believe on Chrilb. * 
is comprehenſive of all that God com- * 
mands and: requires of ys -z. this is ſo his. 
Commandment, as that-in- obeying this 
we obey all ;- and in violating! this we 
violate all z and: ſo he eſteems- andvacs 
counts iti: This is, evident from-Foh- -6, 
21, 29. - What ſhall we-do (ſay they)" that ? 
Þ This ts the 

work of God ( ſays Chriſt ) to+ believe” an * 


ſpeak of: [works] in the /plural Noms 
ber-: they would know what all thoſe ' 
ey works: 
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ths were which God requited, and what 
| — the exrc e of uhe command. was : - And 
F Chriſt in hisaafwer reduccs all to one, and 
 UtatisFoiths ay which he ſhews that as al 


Faith, ſo Faith js vertu- 
__—_ - T his. 54 yhe Wark 
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7 our ſeo Fall ed rings my 
S beles /eC \ $rejed Chrif and his love is 49 
© breakall at once, and toviolateall at once, 
- is torebel againſt, and,poure contempt 
- upes the: whole mind and will -'of God at 
- gilagy; /;end-in .offe@t to_xenounce all duty 
= and-Allegiance to him : Suitable-whereunto 
- Bane rvation ofa learned /Man upon 
- _ Place' ' :Zaky 16. 8,9. Aras bere 
| (ſays Ihe) :calls drwhetief 5 Simply and 
x aly becauſe that ſin comprehenas | all 
| ane: : © /how.greata ſin then muſt this 
'F : 
> -:4-- Fhe:negle® and refuſal of Chriſt, is 
48 2260 againft-8 command! of much Jove : 
Al Gods commands-haye oye in :them : 
' Ehey are deſigutd:by hin far our good 
Gs the Scripture tclls us) ibut eſpecially 
"0 thiscommand (of this; that we. ſhould xe- 
| ecive and emlxace his Son: Farwhatiis this 
: nd, __ command to, toJu 2 be 
y 
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What.is this, hut,a commanding of jus t6. 
Live for:evermore, -t9 be eternally ' bleſ- 
ſed, in ;and- with -bimſelf/? ; And, oh how 
preata fin muſt the \ travſgreſion. of ſuck 
a command be ? - Did.Gog command us - - 
any bard ar ſcvete- thing,” ſometbing-that 
tended. $0 aur - prejudice, 20difot our haps ©: 
pineſs, that. wene fomew hat ; butwhenne * 
commands: us. nothing hut.6. be Toppy's - 
and.to be bappy in the-beftway::. O\how: 
great a fin . mult it. be. 40 $ranſgaeſs-ſhgch. a - 
command F : APES TC [ 45: i758 = 
2. Gonſider,: the -negle& and-refuſal of | 
Cbrift is 2 fin whidhin apeculiar iinan- 
ner derogates from him, and poures gueat! - 
contempt aponhim, and-therefarc a great 
ſn : Themore contempt any fun: paures 
upon Chrift:,. :and -the more it ;deragate 
from him, the greater that ſin is $2; 
what 1in derogates more from':Chriſt;; ar 
poures greater contempt. ypon hun; than * 
the negle& -and :refuſal of .him:offering) * 
himſeKf to us, does? This 4s a fin -which, * 
takes :the:'Crown off from -ChriRt*s . hicad, ! 
' andthrows it-in;the Duſt : It:every way, 
and in all _rcſpetts :poures :;great contempt 
upon him. ei: LYfuos 
_- Firſt, this fin vilifes..aud poures/oons | 
tempt uponithe Recſon of :Chritt : » oy 
| Ferion + 
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amiable, and accordingly to vilifie andicon- 


him, does : Hence, call'd arreading-under 


higheſt contempt imaginable) Heb. 10. 29. 
Every refuſal of Chriſt carries that lan-: 
guape concerning him in it, . Iſa. | 53: 2. 


: .* 24 This fin vilifies, and poures contempt: 
1 > way thework, office, and undertaking of 


IF 


+ his grace, and his love, manifeſted therein; 
+ Hence” tis.call'd; as 4 treading of the Sor of 
* God under foot, ſo a1: accounting his Blood a 
# common and an unholy thing. a. thing of. no: 


Heb. 10, 29. Great, my. beloved, was: 
| thework, :and-undertaking of. Chrift, as 
+ whict-he both did and ſuffer'd in the diſ- 
"charge of that work .and. undertaking -;; 


Perſon is infinitely excellent, and infinitely 


temn his Perſon muſt be a great ſin; and- 
contra great guilt, and this the refaſal of 


foot of the Son of God ( which argues the. 


* When we ſee him, there is no Beamy in him, 

* for which weſbould deſire him ': He has nei-+ 
| ther form nor comelineſs in him : He is a 
perſon of- no worth, no defireableneſs: O- 
- what contempt is this to be caſt upon Chriſt 
* and: how- much does it derogate from- 


rift as mediator ;. upon all that he ' has. 
F done, and ſuffer'd.; with all the riches of 

worth, no- uſe, no value, no Excellency,:. 
- our Mediator, and.great were: the things,; 


Sreat. . 
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great alſo was his grace, and love -to-' 
wards us in all, accordingly, great 
muſt ovr fin and guilt be, in pouring con» 
tempt thereon, which we do by our refuſing 
of him : "Hereby we pour contempt upon 
all his Ads and all his offices, as mediator, 
upon all his Merits, and all his Purctafes, 
upon all his Grace and Love jn Bleeding 
-and dying for us : we do hereby in effe&. 
ſay that neither Chriſt, nor any thing - 
which he has purchas*d; is worth accept= 
ing and embracing : "That we had rather 
that he had never dyed, never become'g 
days-man between God and. us z *that'he 
might have kept his Blood to himſelf, and 
wewillnot thank him for ſhedding of itzthat 
we need neither him, nor any ag nas is 
his : Hereby we doineffet ſay that' the 
whole Goſpcl'is a cheat, a fie, a meer Des 
luſion :* That Chriſt is an hard Maſter, and 
rules with Rigour ;, that Salvation 'is little 
worth and the like. O whathorrid P- 
tempt of Chrif is this? 2:21 

3. This fin phinly preferrs a 'poor, 
Baſe, Vile Luſt before Chrift, and all the 
Glorious. . Riches and Treaſures of Chriſt: 
and O - what 'contempt of him is - this 7 
Why do men refuſe C hrsft and. the: offers 
of his Love?” Surely *tis for the ſake, - and' 
fromthe Love gf ſome luſt or other, uh 

er 
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ther the luſt of the fleſs, the Luſt of the Eye, 
or the pride of Life ; and if ſo, then by refu- 
ling of him they do really prefer this Luſt 
before him, and all the Treaſures of his 
Grace and: love : And thus: indeed you 


find it to be, Mat. 22. Beginning. as alſo 
Zithe 14.18, 19, 20. Where Chriſt of- 
 fers himſelf, with all his Treaſures, to poor 
Sianers, who yet-ſlight and refuſe both 
him'and them + And why ſo; The one. hath 
aFarm, the other a Merchandize, aud all 
have ſome carnal congern to mind :- the 
- Sum; theyhave 8-luſt to be ſatisfied ; 
+  andtherefore Chriſt, and all the Treaſures 
3 of his:Love, muſt be rejected ;. By refu- 
* fngofChrift, wedoineflet @y,that there” N* 
' ® moregood, more:ſweetneſs, more hap- 
- pineſsinaluſt, in a little Carnal, Worldly 
» pleaſure and advantage, then there is in 
+  Cheiſt, and all that is his: Hereby we do 
m- effe& ſay, that men-are deceived in 
+ Chiiſt; that the word of God makes a 
. falſe report of him, thathe is not ſuch a 
Saviour z nor is his Salvation fo great as 
the dne; and the other is repreſented tobe: 
© what contempt is this to: þe; caſt upvn 


—— 


et Gt 


- Chr iſt! Eſan ( youknow) 4s ſaid to arſpiſe 
his Birth-right ;, and how? Bypreferring 4 
> meſs of Pottage; ar a morſel of meat before it, 

| Gen. 25, 34- Butoh how owch more do 


we 
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we contemn-Chriſt:and his love -by - pre» 
ferring a baſe, vile luſt before himand it ? 
Surely greater - contempt of Chriſt than 
this can't well be found . And how great 
then muſt the fin! of the refufal-of Chrj 
be and how muck ſhould we tremble at 
it ? ric 1 is 60 
3. Conſider that-the neglet and-re- 
fuſal of Chriſt is « fin- which-in an eminent JF 
manner darkeys and oppoſes the Glory. of - 
God, and refleas the higheſt Diſhonour 
vpon him of all others ; - and thereforea F 
Sreatfin : Thi mare any-lindarkens and Þ| 
s || oppoſesthe Glory of God, the greaterthe 

Muy ve 1 : For (rſt) the more 
"8 "any fin es the Glory of God, and xe» 
| contrary itis to the higheſt good ; and 
the more contrary any fin is to the highe 
good, the greater the guilt of it muſt-needs 
be : And Secondly, "the more any 6g op- 
poſes the Glory ' of God, and reflets Di- 
ſhonour vpomhim, the more it thwarts.and 
contradids the higheſt end of Man, andthe 
more any ia thwarts and contradifts the 
higheſt end of man, the greater the guilt of 
that ſmis: _ | - 3 
Now,theneglet and refuſal of Chriftas Y 
what eminently oppoſes the glory of Gads; -- 
and)reflets Diſhonour upon him * The” 
, re- 
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reception and entertainment of Chriſt puts 
ar honour upon the Father : Indeed eve- 
ry Att of Faith honours God, Ron, '4. 20. 
Andeeſpecially this great and fandamental 
attof faith, in embracing Chriſt : -So ori the 
other hand, the negle& and refuſal of Chriſt 
is what refle&s Diſhonour upon God, - it 
throwshis glory inthe'duft ; and hence2tis 
thatthis ſin isſo exceeding provoking to 
him, as in the Scripture it isrepteſented to 
be:: Particularly take here two things. 
' 1; This fin of refuſing Chriſt is what 
_ Nights and- contemns all the glorious ex- 
- Cellencies and perfeftions of God at once ; 
* Aandfſb can't but caſt very great Diſhonour, 
upon him, and be very oppoſite to his 
| Glory in Chrilt] try Beloved, - all-the 
1 orion excalencies and” perfe&tions of 
” God are eminently manifeſted; and dif- 
"played : In him doull the glorious counſek 
of his grace and Love -meet, and in rey 
fuſing him we deſpiſe and pour contempt”® 
upon all. In him does-his Ive eminently 
fhine forth, and the fullneſs of it reſt; 
VFoh. 4.9,.10, Inhim is juſtice, Righte- 
ouſneſs, and holineſs eminently manifeſted 
and diſplayed; Rom. 3. 25,26. In him does 
_ his wiſdom, "yea his manifold wiſdom, - ap- 
pearand reveal its ſelf: In a word, Re 
- * Ui oa 
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withall tender'd -to th& embraces” of: our 
Faith" and love : In every offer of, Ghrij# 
made ' to vs in- the Goſpel, God does in 
effect ſay to us; whatever I am, or cau do 
as. God, that Ple-be to, do for you, to 
make you happy for ever : Accordingly to 


refuſe Chriſt muſt needs. pous 'conterpt * 


upon all : It flights and poures contempt 
upon. the Grace of God , - the wiſdom; of 
God, the power of God; the juſtice of 
God, the holineſs of God, - the: fullne 

and - All-ſufficiency of 'Gad, and-all 'the 
Ancient Glorious counſels of - his) love 
concerning Souls - - to refuſe Chriſt is* in 
effe& to ſay, that the grace.of- Goa! is 


no grace , at leaſt -not - worthy of. our =} 


acceptance. : That - his juftice 'and holi- 
neſs: are riot to be regarded; and that we 
value the not : Thatt 

and his power weakneſs ; that his fulneſs 


has little in it; and'ts no. way. able-to ſa- 4 


tisfie us, and make us happy : that a bro- 
ken Ciſtern is as good, as that Fountain of 
living waters : And hereby'we'downeright 
deny: his Feithifulneſs,. and put. the lie ' upon 
him; 1 Joh. 5: +0; We do in effec ſay, that 
the God of truth is a liar, that ' his witneſs 


and teſtimony is not to be credited, that 


- 


® 
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God is manifeſted and revealed in him,. and « 


his wiſdom is folly, * 


- - 
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! his word of promiſe is a meer deluſion, and 
for no other uſe, than to beguile Souls: Os 
. what: contempt, what Diſhonour muſt alt 
this caſt upon the Bleſſed God, and what 
horrible-wickedneſs muſt it be ? make 
God 4 lyar: (ſays & Learned man): 5s a 
. horrible and execrable impinty : thereby we 
' fake that from him "which is moſt doar and 
Proper fo-bim. © tremble, Soul, tremble 


atthe Blackneſs and helliſhneſs of this ſin, 
546 This-fin of refuſing Chritt is what is 


opppoſiter to. the higheſt deſign of 
Geoferr his own/Glory, and'Robs hi of 


ory which is moſt dear 'to him : 
| at my. Beloved, was the higheſt -de- 


E-bos that ever G6d laid and carried'on for 
*hisown glory ? Verily *rwas Chriſt; and 
| the Salvation of, finners whe Chriſt: He de- 
igrd himfelf a Revenue of glory in making 
he World, and he does deſign himſelf a 

2 ofGlory: im-althe does in govern- 

: 20 £ at wherei .- $16 
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ould be ta theprasſe of his glory; And, againg 
p 14. unto the praiſe of his glory: 'The-ſuro 
is this, that God's glory was his: great end | 
in the diſpenſation of Chriſt; and obr* Sal» © 
vation by him; and alſo thatin and. by that 
diſpenſation he did deſign the higheſt 're- 
venue of glory to himſelf :- For pray 'ob4 
ſerve, firſt, he calls-it the praiſe. of hiiigloryy. 
theſplendor and higheſt emanation: ofhis - | 
glory : (Secondly ). he repeats this dehgn * Þ 


of God to the praiſe of his glory, andiagain; 
tothe praiſe of bis glory; which notes: this 
to bs his grand defign for his Glory: 
Again, what isthat glory that; ismoſ deav. F; 
to God? Verily tis theglory of his grace: © 
Grace is his darling Attribute , | and. the 
glory of his Grace 1s moſt dear: to him- + ** 
Hence this has been peculiarly his deſign in- 
the whole of the Myftery of Chriſt ; Sothe- * 
ſame Apoſtle tellsws, Eph; 1.6, Who having *' 
before ſpoken of the - great eries of - -.] 
Predeftination. and redemption byifhrih: 
here in _ 6. V. Ing ur we me = 
reat delign in atl, viZ. LThe praife. of tbe 7: 
Clryaf his Grace : >Tiethe Crovemaet - 
Grace , and the enthroging of Grace, | 
which God in a peculiar mganer delights -* 
in : Now, if the higheſtdeſign of Geog for Þ 
tis ewn Glory be by:the M ofChiits, JF 
and our Salvation by Chriſt, and the plory 


. | { 
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of his grace be moſt dear to him ; then tis 
clear that 'our refuſing- of - Chr is moſt 
oppolite to the higheſt deſign that God ever 

ied on for his own glory, and Robs him 
of that glory which is moſt dear to him : 
For alaſs ! "This is in effe& to ſay, that God 
has laid out no grace upon finners in the diſ- 
penſation of- Chrsft, and that he deſerves 
noglory upon the account of that diſpenſa- 
tion : This is in effeto tell him, that nei- 


* - ther his Chr/ft, nor his grace tn him, is 


worth minding, worth receiving z anc that 
weare no waycs beholding to him for 'the 
one, or the other: And oh what Diſhonour 
muſt this refle& upon God, and how dar- 
kening / to his Glory ! And accordingly 
Soul, - let thee and Itrerable at it. and at the 
Blackneſs and horridneſs of that fin; that has 
- ſuchadreadfulefled. | 
4 Conſider, that the. negle& and re- 
fuſalof Chrif#, is a ſin which direQly and 
immediatly murders the Soul, and damns it 
eternally ; And therefore muſt needs be a 
reat ſin; That fin that does moſt direct- 
[A and immediately murder the Soul, and 
deſtroy it eternally, that muſt needs be a 
; great ſm, And ſhould be greatly dreaded 
! ook : And what fin is jt that does. this, 


* +Þut our negle@ and refuſal of Chrift? And, 
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Soul, that thou may'ſt be the more copy 
convinced of this, ſeriouſly weigh theſe ole, 


lowing propoſitions. 


Firſt, that the negle& and refuſal of 
Chriſt is a ſin, which rez«as: the only+- - 
remedy of Sinful Souls : poor Sinners.are 
in themſelves dead, loſt, 'undone, and 

eriſhing for ever : They are Sick, and 
ick to death ; they are ſinful, and finful 
to damnation ; and there is one, and but 
one remedy for them, "and that's Chriſt ; 
Chriſt and his B'ood , + Chriſt and his 


- grace, (Chriſt and his fulneſs ;, beſides this, _Þ+ 
there is no Balm 1p Gilead, no Phyſntian there { 


for them ; neither 55 there Salvation in 
other. AQt.4. 14. Therefore by refuling 
and rejedting 'him, they refuſe and reject 
the onely remedy : He indeed is a Come © 
pleat, as well as an onely remedy: He 751 
Is able, and as willing. as be is ab.e to ſave 
ro the very uttermoſt, as the Scripture tells 
us : But they by xejetting of him exclude ; 
themſelves from his ſaving efficacy, and ſo.-Jj 
thereby do diredly murder cir own ſouls. 4; 
& That the neglet and refuſal of > 


- isa fin, which binds all a aars other - ſms $ 


faſt to him : 'Tis agreat and weighty ſay- 
ing which a.worthy Divine has, Eg. 1 
ſays he ( which 1s properly the neglea J 


: and refuſal of - Chriſt) binds all a mars 
| K | ſas 


- 


" 194 The beſt Match :4Or, 
fins fafttohis Soul, and Damnation faſt to - 
+his (ms : *Tis indeed the Bong, of all our ' 
guilt and all our miſery ; that which makes 
the curſe cleave cloſe to us for-ever : And 
-while aman remains inthis ſin, *tis impeſſi - 
ble, - that he ſhould be acquitted and di(- 
charged from'the guilt of any one of all his 
fins : *Tis (1 remember) Auſtin's obſer; 
.  vation- upoR that place, John 16.. 8, 9. 
- Where . Chriſi tells us,: That his Spirit 
* ſball convince the World of Sin, + becauſe 
' they believe not in him: Chriſt ( ſays he ) 
- onſtances in the ſraof infidelity in a ſpecial 
” manner becauſe that ſm remaining, all our 
” other ſins remain : But that being taken away 
all others are forgiven. Faith (as one of- the 
- Ancients expreſſes it) deler-omma: pec- 
—_ blots out all: ſins ; but unbelief that 
P Pings all faſt upon us': Hence that word 
-- of Chriſt, If ye believe not, ye ſhall aye in 
b your fins ; i- e. your fins ſhall cleave cloſe 
© to youto the very:death, John 8. 2.4. This 
 -will befurtter evident inthe next propoſe 
' tion; Therefore, 


+ +12, That though. al) fin be. killing and 

> -damtiing, yet no fin ſhall cver..damw'.or 

| -Geftroy us; . unleſs we add thereunto -the 

" {mof: negle@ or refuſal of ..Gpriſt:!: * Tis 

* . "true,*every fm4s damning ; 41n within, Sin 
d without : 
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without : The wages of ſin is death, Rom:6 
laſt. And the Apoſtle tells us, there 55 «juſt 
recompence | of reward - die to 'every tranſe 
greſſion and diſcbedience, Heb; 1. 2. But | 
chough nay fin be. damning, : yet what 


ever a man3z' 


damn bim, in caſe he receives, and-ems” 
braces Chriſt-; Nor indeed' carr any+of all 
a mans fins be ſaid "to be the immediate 
cauſe of his damnation, ' but his refaſingrot 
Chriſt ': Indeed under the Law the ms” * 
mediate cauſe of mens periſhing was” fidiis 2 
general : But under the Goſpel the qnely © 
immediate cauſe of mens +periſhingis'the - 
rejection of Chriſt and his grace 'throngh --7 
unbelief : So much Chriſt hinifelf tells:us- 3 


in that known place, John 3. 18; + He that 7? 


believeth on the Son is not. condemned; bit 


' he that believeth not, 1s condemned alrea 


becauſe he hath not believed on the Name -.. 
of the only begotten Sox 'of God. : #de 
that believeth 6n Chriſt 3s. not © condem- 
ned : And why ſo? Is it becauſe hehas © 
no fps to condemn him ?: No, but be-"*] 
cauſe believing ' on Chri/# all his fins" ate” © 
done away : But be''that believerh nor + 
on him is condemned already :: And-why:? _ 
Is/it becauſe he is a ſinncr iingeneral; or _ 
becauſe his fins are many and--greatatins ?- 

po K 2 : A@=A 


ins are, though never ſo-many; - - 
. never ſogreatz they ſhall, they can never 


t96 The beſt March : Or, 
No, but” becauſe he hath not believed onthe | 
Name of the only begotten Sonof God ; The | 
ſamof all isthis: The immediate cauſe of 
mens condernnation is not this ſin or that ſin, 
but their- refuſing of Chriſt by unbelief : 
Hence you have it ſo frequently up and 
+ _ down the Goſpel : He that believeth ſpall 
" be: ſaved : He that believeth not ſhall be 
damned, and the like : Well then, if our. 
* Fcfaſing of Chriſt'be the rejecting of the i 
+. enely remedy of ſinful fouls; if it be what 
-” binds .all a mans/ſms faft upon him; and if 
”  noneof all amans other ſis, though many 
'” and great, ſhould or could ever damn him, - 
 werenot this {in .of refuſing Chriſtadded to 
'them ; then certainly this is that fin which 
does moſt diretly and-ijimmediately murder 
the Soul : .O how great a fin then does this 
peak it to be! Murderis a great Ga, an ini- - 
-  quity to be puniſhed by the judge; tor do » 
| / ave lpok upon @ Murderer fit to live : but 
-no Murder like to Soul-murder, nor ſhould 
we fufler this Soul-murdererto live one mo- 
-Tment. | 
= 4+ Conſider, that the negle@ and refu- 


- "-falof Chriſt is a fin which argues youto be 
really.in Love with your fins, which truly 
"and mdecd chooſes Death rather than life, 
loves. Darkneſs more than light; - and 
+which leaves you without the Mot 
Gf) * 


” IF © of excuſe or roomof appeal for ever : And 
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O what a black and horrid ſinmuſt this the 
be ; Alittle of each. | 
1 This fin of negleQting and Refuſing 
Chriſt, is, what-really argues you to bein 
love with : your. ſins, and to have. ſlight > 
thoughts 'of them : For men_ to 'A& ſin” - 
i3 bad ; but tohave ſlight thoughts of \ſin, + 
and to be jn love with it,-.is much- worſe3  ' 
ſin being againſt an infinite good, even-in« | 
finitely contrary to the bleſied God, _ 4 
a-ſort an infinite evil in it : and to be it love © 
with that which has an-iufiiite evil in ity O' - 
how dreadful a thing is this ! Yet this _» 
your _ on Cho _ - ” &o 1 
ra Y not you -tlight 'tho "A 
of Phy you, would not refaſe & pardon: of --: 
fin, when offered you; 'but would account: * * 
it: worthy of - all acceptation'; « and -were- 
you 'not in love -with your ſins, -ye# 5 
greatly» in love with them, you: would: ;.* 
not chooſe and deſire to continue in_your 
Sins z much leſs would you. refuſe and re=: 3; 
je fo greata good, as Chrilt is, for the; - 
ſake of your Sins : Should a condemned *3 
MalefaQour refuſe the Kings free pardon, + 
would not this Argue. him to have ſlight 
thoughts of Death; yea,, t9* bz in love - 
with. it, -and to prefer it before Life ? AS * 
- clearly does your refuling of - Chriſt argis 
C32 K 3 you #7 
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i= + oro hore flight thoughts of fin, and * to ' 
in love with .it':: O were you not in i 
Love with your Sins, you would be glad | 
of a: diſtharge and deliverance fromithem, 
andwouldwith all readineſs and joyfulneſs 
= Embraceiit, when freely offer'd to you, as 
* nChrift its.” 
+ "This $51-of -refaſing Chriſt is what 
; wil. und indeed ſpeaks you -to love dark- 
Foorvs amore than lipht and-to- choſe. Death 
than Life : ?Tis what preferrs fin 
Fay death: before Chriſt; and life-,: ;and 
4 | "Grace : © hat a black Sin then muſt ir 
be? 2/Fhis Ch1i/thimfelf afſerts concerns 
* ingit,: aidthat as: a yh "gg gravationf. of 
5 - Ky/and: whatmakesrt nmings Fob. 
” 37 19. This the. wry .evvy that light 
+ $8 come into the Woyld, and men loue darkneſs 
rather 'than :light.” Chriſt and the good 
firvag of:Chriſt arc here called: light'; on 
- the other hand *Sin.and' Death, Sin and the 
-: miſcries that-attend it ,- are called dark- 
bes :tNow (ſays Chriſt) men by unbelicf 
kg of me do dectare, 'that they 
love this | darknefs before -this | light: 
- Men byrefufing.of me do in effe& love, 
- Chooſe, prefer Sin, and death, and dark- 
. neſs before me ,,' and my grace, -meand 
thac eternal life which | would give them» 
t - O'g/hhat'a Sinisithis ;:Chriſ may truly 'fay 
0 £9) 
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the Souls Eſpcr;ſal to Chriſt. 299. * 
- *o Sinnets, as Moſes tothemof. old;Dexe. 
$07 19." 1call Heaven and Earth to. record . 
this day, that I have ſet before you, Life and. 
Death, bleſſing and curſing ; therefore choſe . 
life, that" ys may live. : Now, for them to” 
chooſe death and reject life, to-chooſe -the- 
Curſe, /and reje&t the Bleſſing : This is” 
a dreadful Sin'indeed; and the more dreads 
ful :1- On the one hand, becauſe the lightas | 
fo lovely-and amfable /z and on the-other= 
hand, ' the darkneſs is ſoodious and terriblesz* 
as alſo becauſe the obligations: which he? 
upon us to love; chooſe, and: prefer” the? 
light before darkneſs, -are fo. weighty and? 


wie ww, © 


forcible" :- For Chrsft ear | defires ity, 
he- graciouſly connſels he Reidty -ome- 
mandsit; and ho leſs than'a whole: etergiis.4 


ty of Glorious and unſpeakable happir 
depends upon it: O think of theſe thing 


Tz. - 

' 3, | This Sin-of refuſing Chrift is a Sig; 
which leaves you without the';1eaft-colout' 
of exe1ſe, or room of appeal for ever4 
which-muſt argue it to be a great Sin iftdeedz. 
Firſt, it leaves you without the leaſt colout: 
of excuſe, without the teaſt colour of iexs 
ce for Sin,-and without the leaft colonr « 

* excuſe why you ſhould not die for Sins This 
Criſt himſelf is expreſs'in;, Fob. 5 23. If T 
Bad not Comte, and _ to them,thety had nat 
p - '* 4 : 
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jo | Fodtokave Sigh thoughts of fin, 'and © to * 
A im love with-.it.:' O were you not in 
| Love with your Sins, . you would be glad 
of a-diſtharge and deliverance fromthe, 
andiwould with all readineſs and joyfulneſs 
z Embraceit, when freely offer'd to you, as 
" inChrift its.” 
"This" $41-of -refaſing :Chriſt is. what 
/ outs andindeed ſpeaks you -to love dark- 
- nets (more than light and-to- choſe.Death 
1 than; Life 2 ?Tis what-preferrs fin 
7 Hoary death before Chriſt; and life-,: and 
"Grace i: |. O what a black Sir then. muſt it 
pc © bu? 7Fhis Chriſthimfelf afſerts: concerns 
2x: aidthatias: an high aggravation! of 
- i "whatmakesir doubly danming, Zob. 
"35 19. This the: conidenmation, that light 
> 8 come into the World, and men loue darkneſs 
: rather "than :light, Chriſt and the good 
ford of Chriſt \arc here called: light; on 
--the other hand 'Sin-and' Death, Sin and the 
©: fniſeries that- attend it ,- are called datk- 
Ly mels : 7Now'(ſaysChrift) men by unbelief 
- and refvſing of me do declare, 'that they 
love” this | darknefs before this ' lipht : 
Men byrefuſing.of me” do in effe& love, 
F chooſe, prefer Sin,' and death, - and dark- 
- neſs before me ,.'and my grace, «Mme-and 
thi eternal life which | would give them? 
| - O'g/hara Sinisithis Chriſt: may - truly (ay 
} - ..ta 
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8. to Sinnets, as Moſes tothemof. old, Dene. *: 
80/7 19. 1call Heaven and Earth to. record | 
this day, that 1 have ſet before you, Life and. 
Death, bleſſmg and curſing ; therefore cloſe 
life, that" ys may live: Now, for them to 7 
chooſe death and reject life, to-chooſe -the- : 
Curſe, and reje& the Bleſſing : This 48% 
a dread ful Sin'indeed, and the more dreads : 
ful-:1-- On the one hand, : becauſe the lightas 
foilovely-and amiable /z . and on the-other2 
hand, ' the darkneſs is ſoodious and terrible 
as alſo becauſe the obligations which-he! 
upon us t0 love; chooſes and prefer” the? 
light before darkneſs, -are'ſo. weighty and? 
forcible". :: 'For Chrsft ' earneſtly defires -its; 
he- graciouſly connſels-it,. he iriftly -come* 
mandsit;,.andho leſs than'a whole: etergl>.; 
ty of Glorious and unff happint 
depends upon it : O think of theſe thing 


>? 

' 3, This Sin-ef refuſing Chrift is a Sig. 
which leaves you without the';{eaft-colout; 
of exciſe, or room of appeal for ever 9 
which-mnuſt argue it to be a-great Sin iftdeeds,./ 
Firſt, it leaves you without the leaſtcolout: 
of excuſe, without the teaſt colour of ex» 
cHe for Sin,-and without the leaſt colovr of 
* excuſe why you ſhould not die for Sins This? 
Chriſt himſelf is expreſs'in; Fob. «5.23. If T 
Bad not come and ſpoken to them, they had nat* 
RT. KR 4 | bad 
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: had fin; but now they bxve no Cloak for their* . 
|, fin: If 1 had not come and ſpoken to them.( iT. 
- inthe Goſpel) revealing my Father's will, 
=. and ordcring my ſelf and my grace to them; 
' They had not had fin: i. e. Not ſo great _ 
fit: But now they bave no Cloak, no excuſc 
- for their fin; Now they-have no pretence 
* to make, nothing wherewith to colour 
- or: extenuate their ſu - The negleA- and 
refuſal of Chriſt leaves men altogether in- 
- cxcuſable, and it will do-ſo to be ſure in 
the laſtday: O when God inthe day of 
+ his righteous - Judgment ſhall - demand 
of : Men that havelived under the Goſpel; 
- why they: ſinfled, and have ſinned, why they 
- are found in their ſins, and being: found in 
their Sins, why they ſhould not die for * 
| Ever-:- what will they have to ſay by way 
'of» Excuſe or Apology for themſelves ? 
*Verily nothing ; but will be Speechlef, as 
he is ſaid to be M{at-: 22. 12. They can't 
ſay, they were not warned of the evil'of 
| Sin + They can't ſay, that pardon and (al- q 
+ vationfwere not offered them : They can't -+F' 
-Aay, thatthe offer was not full; and free; 
andclcar : They can't ſay, they had to' do 
—_& with an hard maſter ; nor can they fay, 
"Ws that ſin is not worthy of Death: They» | 
07 will have nothing to ſay. Secondly, it leaves' 
you without.the lcaſt room or place of ap. 
pea 


-þ 
ile Souls Ejpouſel vo Chriſt. Tot 
- Peal for ever* may ſay here; 'as "tis aid: 
m another czſe, 1 Sam. 2: 25: Tf one ma 
ſin againſt another, the judge ſrall judge bins, * 
but if 4 man ſin againſt the Lord, who jhall in=- 
treat for bim? So if a man ſit againſtrhelaw 
by tranſgreſfing of it, he may appealto rhe”. 
Goſpzl, andthe grace of Chriſt there: : Bur” <1 
if a Man Sin againſt Chrif and his Grace?” 
ofer*d inthe Goſpel, where then ſhyl he 2 
appeal ? Verily there is! no appeal ro'bg - 
pil no relief to be fount RE: bing > 
a Man b2: Condemn'd at the Seat of Juſtices 34 


43having Sinned again thelaw;- he may"# 
app:al unco the Merey-ſeaty ther Throne of © 
Grace; and find ſweet relicf ;-b2+ if he Sins *! 
againſt the Mercy-feat, and the . Throne of: 
| Grace, then he has nothing-.to 'appeal to,” + 
that may adminiſtcrrelief ro-him:| now by: %* 
refuſing of Chriſt weir againt rhesThroges': 
of Grace, we palldown, whit"th'e4 Uliewy” = 
the Mercy-ſeat : and' where.chen ſhall 'we” 7 
appcal ?* O conſider thefe things and kar # 
by them: to dread thisfin of wx fp * 

t might-fay mach more-tofronvitee you” of. } 
the hain2us <vitof it'3 'butler this '{officey: * 2 
Stre-I am ris enonghttoo 5, and hid we ths”® 
duEſenſeof it upon our Spirits; it: would} 4 


-” 


rgake ns tremble at it for ever. - - 7%: 
3: Wouldeſt thou indeed be Epoutt# 
to-Chriſt * Then give not way to/1the gifs 
wo Ky. COULage- 
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- eoyragernents of {ſenſe but bear up thy ſout 
- up@1 the encoyragements of Faith. ,/, upon 

 * ſuch Goſpel principles and conſiderations, as 
do. tend to. drayy. Sinners to Faith in Chriſt: | 
Poſſibly, uponreading and conſidering the 


| woeful miſery of thy -condition, without | 
+ "Chriſt; and the. dreadful hainouſneſs, of thy 
- Sing and; guiltz;; in; thy long and frequent re- 
- fuſing of him, diſcquragements , not a few 
"0 ay erite within .;, and indeed no- ſooner 
” uſually docs a poor' Soul look towards 
.; Chit! or think” of cloſing with him- in a 
\ "Meaariage-Coveuant 3, but;-preſently:.mul- 
© -fitudes. of diſcoutagements ariſe go; deter 
him therefrom 2 O, -ſayshe, what a mon- 
- Rrous Sinner amr 1). How, have I deſpiſed 
= Chriſtand his grace/ How long have1 ſtood 
F" 56.0t againſt him !, } haveſerv/d my Luſts 
EOCH. :daysz';and, rgjetedihis calls.: To 
rok 1, now/'talk., of. cloſing 
* with dim 2 Theſey' ang, multitudes of ſuch 
» lkediſcopragements 60, ariſe -in the | Soul, 
- which being given way;'to, do effeaually 
= Keep.him frgm Chriſt 2- But if, ever,..Soul, 
” thouwouldeſt-attain to, Union gud, Com- 
b*gninieo with him , thou maſt ſhus |thine 
&- &ycs and. heart too, .againR; all diſevurage- 
"ments of this -Nature ; - and/though, they 
' pref ih upon thee again ang!;aggin; yet 
thru&them out, fixing thine 'eyeand heart. 
WIT MWD » #1 Sg upon 
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ihe Souls Eſponſel fo Chriſt. 20J | 
- 4 upon the ehcouragemefits of Faith: ; dwell - 
mueh'in the thoughts: of i them; and- beat . 
upthy'Sonl -upen ſuch GoſpeF-prineiples 
and conſiderations, as do tend to weaken" 
uhbeticf,and beget faith in the Soul ; and fot: 
thy help herein 1 ſhall mention ſome of theſe : 
ercovutag ements-of Faith, or Goſpel-prin: y 
ciples, which would have thee to be ſeri- © 
o88'and'frequent'in the contemplatidn of. *-* | 
't. The firſt Goſpel-principle, ot-en- 
coirapement of Faith, which thowſhe 
bear - vp- thy Soul- pot, "and be* fre> 
_ in the contemplationof, ts-this; that” 
there is'a Rich, © a Glorions, ad an over-" 
flowing fulnefs-of alf good” treaſured: up: 
in Chriſt for poor Sinners ; 'and-that his. 
Grace does abundantly exceed both: ones 
wants-and Sins:'Tis the workand nature of 
onbetief. ; >ro little | and lfiniie whe: alc” 
nefs of Chtiſt-in' the eye '6f-theSoub's Is + 
tews the! Sonl the hulthie of: his: Sits: 
and wants. but it conceals' and Logks op 
Chriſt's Treaſure and fulneſs :- And; Whet 
ever we-pretend ,- the groand of our not 
clofing with Chriſt, at teat one prinehpaF 
_— that we doabt-of his L 
we db-not{cE enough in'Chyi;f*to* fupiply : 
our- wants; and telieves our oe” Me 
belief 'perfiwading ns, that Chvift iS not 
the Chriſt; the Scripture rerRAFRN | 
yt A @ + 
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ptehenſions,- and dwell thou inthe 'con- 
' templation of - Chriſt's: infinite fulneſs : 
> Look to himy, as one infinitely able to 
ſupply-thy wants, to pardon thy Sins, to 
| heal thy Maladies, to ſubdue thy luſts, to 
- Sandifie thy. Heart, and to- ſave thy. Soul 
" eternally. : Look. upon him,/ as the Scrip- 
”ture-repreſents him. : The. Scripture tells 
- theczT bat it-pleaſed the Father, that in 
” bzm ſhould all fullneſs dwelt, Col. 1. 19. 
AB fullneſs of grace and life,, All fu'neſs 
of Peace and Pardon, all. fullneſs of righ- 
teovuſneſs and Salvation + There is-in 
Chriſt not -onely- a fulneſs of . abundance, 
Ebut of redundance , an. over-flowing ul- 
»nefs 5 a fulneſs infinitely ſuperabounding 
our Sins and wants. The Scripture tells us 
"That be is able toſave untill the very mtermeſ 
allthat come unto God byhim, Heb 7. 25. 
\Save,; able to fave, able to ſave to: the ut- 
termoſty and that not one os two, but all 
that come unto God by him : The Scrip- 
tureſpeaks of Chriſt's uuſearcbable riches, 
"Epheſ. 3. 8. The Ocean of. his Grace. is 
"not to'be founded by the longeſt line of the 
W largeſt created underſtanding ; - Paul ex- 
W -pericncedThe ſuperabounding fulneſs of his 
F Grace, and has leſt itupon record for our 
# encouragement, 1 Tim. 1. 14. The Grace of 
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—Apnr Lord was exceeding abundant”, it was: 
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more then: enough : 1 found -more-grace--- 
in. Chriſt (_ as-one expreſſes it) & 2 
knew-what to-do withal ; and yet-What was” 
this Paul? Himſelf tells you in the very'y. 
before and aſter,he was a Blaſphemer,a Pers 
ſecntor,and tht chief of Sinters, a man every / 
way of as many- ſins and+ wants, as thoii 
art : 'Accordingly view'him, - and/bear up .. 
thy Soul in the face of -all- difcourage="3 
ments; Reaſon thus with thy ſelf z.' True 
my condition is ſad, my.wants are exceed="" 
ing-inany, and my fins-exceeding great+But!* 
what then? Js there no Balm in: Gilead 4 I | 
there-no Phyſitian there ? 1s not Chriſtable t6/ 4 
ſave me, and rp to the RY notwithy,” 
ſtanding all : k, O -my ſoul, yoodn W 
is oe Jeſus upon the Throne at the-Fa-. , 
thers Right Hand, full of Grace and truthy ® 
look-upon him, and confider. :. /Whatare: : 

Iithy wants to his Riches-and fullneſs 2: 
What are al thy miſeries and diſtally tor 
his Bowels of Mercy ? What are all thy: 
ſins- to-the merit of his: Blood, thy pro” 
vocations to his ſatisfaQtion?. Were-thy: 
wants-more andgreater then they are, . his. 
fulneſs could ſupply them all; . were thy-lins, 
greater and more haigous the-they- are, : 
his blood. could cleanſe thee from all > The 
Blood of Jeſus Chriſt cleanſeth- from all - 
1. Jo. 
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1Joh:1.7; There is 1nfiuitely morc-wotth-in} - 

- hismerits:to pardon and juſtifies thee; *theri 

there is Evil in-thy Sms to damn and'deſttoy 

' "thee ; True; 1 have a fountain of Sin; and 

ft, and death in me: Put here*s adeeper 

: untain of grace, and life, - and righteouf- 

| neſin him:ſee,O-my Soul, ſee how vaſt and 

large his treaſuresof: grace and: glory are, 

, and _— thy ſelf upon theta: O'did Sin- 

{ ners 'dwell-more'in the view of the'Glori- 

ous fulneſs of Chriſt; they [would be-more 

Fmiovewith him ;' and hereby would coun- 

" ter4work attd ivndermine vnbeliet jn one of 

| as, wy artifices} whereby it keeps Touls 

E from<him.-- 1 ſhall here for thy eneonra 

= ment onely ſubjoin the ſaying of a worthy 

SE Divine. - Chriſt ( ſayes he') - can, and tt 

: becotheth him well to give' more then'tny 

* narrow Soul can receive, -If there were ten 

- thouſand thouſand -thilkons of worlds, 'atid 

as many heavens'fulli of men arid Angel 

* Chrg#&Wwould not be pinched'to ſupply a 

| their wants,and'to/ fill them all. Chrzf49-a 

{ Well of Life, bat who: knoweth-how deep 

"ris to the/bottem Ac ei. ON 4 $20 

©2122, -Fhe ſecond Goſpel-priniciple'br ens 

& courzgement of- Faith which thow fh6nld*f 

bear tp thy foal-vpen, ' «1d be" frequent 

inthe contemplation of, is this - That'as 

| there 19-fuch+ & glorious and oy" 

At" 6 Ut- 


-—fulneſs in, Chriſt;, ſo. this 


' men-: 1 but | am.adevil.(ſayes;the.Sou 


the $0vls Efpanſulto Chriſt. 

$15 in 4 
not. for. himſelt, but to be diſpenced--4 
communicated to poor;SoulsComin to:hims 
True. (may the Soul. ſay.) here's fullne 
nough,, riches and treaſures enough- | 
good in Chrift;; but what's. this to,me; 07 © 
whereia does it .concern,.me. + .W herein 
docs it concern thee 2 Why, tis wholly yaby 
concern, and the, co of | ſuch, 

att : For-what ever 's he. hasin-bim;'tis. 
treaſur'd up in him , for. Sogls;- far Sinn 
yea, for the work of Sinners 5 How ſweet is 
that word? Pſak68: 118,. where, {pe 


of Chriſt, the holy. Ghoſt - tells JH | 


hath received gifts for ment : W-/; hath | 
ceived gifts444 6, He hasa fulneſs of all gog 


in his hand, andat his diſpoſe, and thi 


rebel, and. what'sthis to me 'obſerveywhat: > 
follows, ;and hog: wilt;find;! tconcerns thegy © 
yea thee eſpeci He hath: recerue I 
for men, yea, for = rebelliows-alfo :- Th 
alſo'tis, that he is ſaid to be made Head. 
over all things to the Chnrehbs Eph. ti, 22;\ da 
has alk fulnef dwellin in hi, - but! tisas - 
an head; and-'ſo ?tis all for the. Roget os ſexs 
viceof the. body, for every. QOF; 208k: 
comes to him..:'- and therefore tis | 
Head over all things to: 'the Church. { Ea 
| or 
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\ Neſs Head : Takea view of all that fullneſs 
- that is'in Chriſt, and tis all as much and' 
- asreally for the uſe and ſervice of fach as 
cone to him; and are made members of 
' his Body, asthetreaſurcs and endowments 
\ of the natural head are for the ufe and ſer- 
| vice of the natural body, and the members 
thereof - And O vhge an encouragement 
Ts this to Faith ? "Fs the obſervation of 
| Jearned man upon the place laft 
Fuoted. - ' Left (ſays he) we fhowd think. 
Pirbreat glory of Chriſt to be a thing 
" does net "concern us, he is here de- 
lar d to be conſtituted and appointed by 
be Father to be the Head of the woolt 
Burch. Well-then, foul, bear pp thy 
Selfupon this encouragement - Say, look, 
FO:my Soul, look unto ſweet Jeſus, why 
| hath received Gifts for men : View him 
ag\one*that has received a fulneſs of all 
"Grace fromthe Father on purpoſe to-be 
-diſpens*d and communicated to thee, and 
to-ſuch as thou art : Hehas life in” him, 
ad he has it for thee; he has peace and par® 
1 * roms and he has it fot thee : He has 
$ wiſdom,and righteouſneſs, Grace, and plo- 
"ry invim,and he has it for thee;and for ſuch 
as thowrart+; and therefore go to him,”ex- 
ped all from him, caſt all upon him. os | 
| ;. The - 


For-the Chunthes uſe and ſervice of which > , 
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--;.$. The third Goſpel-principle or en- 
couragement of Faith, which thou ſhouldſt 
bear up thy ſoul upon, and dwell much 
in the contemplation of, is this, that there 
is a -perfe&t- freedom _ and willingneſs'n _ 
Chriſt, yea *tis-even genuine and ' natural. 
to him to beſtow himſelf, with alt his glo+ 
rious riches and fulneſs, upon poor Souls  - 
comingtohim; Chriſt(gg you heard)hasall | 
this fullneſs in him as afffiead; fo you have | 
it expreſly, C>/,_1. 18, 19. Nowas "tis 
genuine and natural to the [head [to mini*-- | 
ſer / inffuence to the members'.; So tis -| 
cven- genuine and: natural - to. Chriſt-to © | 
communicate his grace to-/poor” Souls'$ | 
Beſides , all that; fulneſs- that'.-1s'-in + 
Chrift 'tis in him not 'a$-God onely, *but © 
asman : *Tis depoſited 'and- treaſured /'ups * 
in his hamane nature: : /t pleaſed the Fathers, © 
that in him ſhould all fullnef” dwells: Coli 
19.” [nhim i. e, (as alcarned” man ex« + 
pounds it)- «7 the man Chriſt, - or: in” that” 
human nature in which he -dyed and tranſs | 
atted the buſineſs of our Salvation ; Tis. / 
true, the Cod-heador Divine nature is the 
firſt ſpring or Fountain of all Grace z: but | 
the /human nature of Chriſt is asit were.x - 
ſecond ſpring:and Fountain of Grace :- That 
is a Treaſury. or Store-houſe';z - wherein © 4 
all Grace is laid ap- for-us :- Hence TIP | 
. e that 7 
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that as the Father bath life in himfelf,, ſo he- 
| - bath givento the Sun tobave life inhimſelf ; 
- - becauſe bei theSonof main, Joh.5.26, 27. 
 Chriiftas God hath life, -1: e.- all grace ori- 
- ginally and independently in him, : as the 
| - Fatherhath-: Indeed as God he is inthe ſame 
infinite and independent fountain-of Life 
and prace' with the Father : - but ?tis as 
man chat he is; 


17 nature. : And” being Fountain d>up in: his 
EF} homanc nature it will, andcanit-but ow, 
$1.1 yel,- overflow toy): and-pon! poor fouls 
{ that caſt themſelvesupenhim:/: The truth 
{ is Tisto charpe Chriſt with'unkiridneſ9 
| nth: rr peryonn at once, to: ſuppoſe 

[7 Him vawilling tg communicate himſelf and 
this fulneſs to \Smners coming to him 4 and 

# foul, :eanſtthou findin thy heart to lay ſo 
” blacka charge upon fo-fweet and good a 
| Chriſt ? ?Tis the way and'work of the de- 
vil. and unbelief to: perſwade' Soals, | that 
-- Chriſt will not receive them, nor commu- 
; Hicate his grace and fulnefs to them 
. though they ſhould come to him, which 
they endeavour to do'from the conlidera> 
tiongf his greatneſs and holineſs, together 
with their vileneſs and Sinfulneſs-: ohm 
$48 ay 


and . 
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' -fay they 4 is choice and peculiar in his 
Love and reſpedts, as great Perſons uſe to 
be : He wiltknow- his diſtance; mkgndl 
make * Sinners know theirs: : 

deal with this, as from the A we. 
belief, reje& it as a reproach thrown up- _ 
of) Chriſt, and dwell much m the contems 
plation of his infinite willingneſs to receive #| 
an4 Save the worlt of Signersthatcame' t6 
him : Reaſon ita kittleWiththy ſelf» wi. | 
did he become * incarnate 2: Why. did-he +} 
bleed, and die ? Why: dots he wooy,and | 
wait, -and offer, and call, und:ftrive-with- 


ſy in. | 
| 


; 


poor Sinners -to win them t6 Ones, ? .Does 
it-nor all arguea willingneſs and” 
him to give jve- forth (both himſeſ and 
neſs to them ? ; 2's 
-- 4- The fourth Golpet- AN 
eouragement of faith, Sk thow' F 
eſt bear up thy Soul gpon, and'dwell'mi 
in the contemplation of, ' is this* »* £ 
the onely ſpring and principle of all: _— 
ever Chriſt does for poor Sinhers 
firſt to laſt his own Soveraign-'grace'ar 
Love : *Twas his Love that brov wot + 
down from Heaven, and that let eat out 
to Bleed and die for them: | Hence Eph... 
5< 25. he is faid to Love bis Churth, F ns : 

ive himſelf for it : *Tis his Love,: e- 
fove ,” that firſt draws then. to bi: 
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and allures them into-Covenant with tim :- * 
_ Thave loved thee with an everlaſting love ; 
+. therefare with loving. kindneſs have I drawn 
a} this, Jer. 31. 3. ?Tis his Love that re- 
ceives them, that pardons them, that ,be- 
{ flows life and Salvation upon them - 
Hence all is ſaid to be of Grace, even the 
I wholgof our Salvation, Eph, 2.8. Heuce 
114 he is; repreſented to us as fitting upon a 
11A Throne of Grace, "and there ?cis that he in- 
[1/3vites us to come to him, and from thenee 
I Wives us outall to us Heb.4.16.and therefore 
[1 $0-that. Throne- we, though ſinners, may 
|| Forne boldly: He is upon a /Throne ; and 
| Pexefore we may aſure our ſelves, that he 
|| $yMdo great things for Sinners coming to 
11m : he will a& like a King; pardon like 
Sing, fave like a King, do all with King- 
||SH1grcatneſs and magnificence : And ?tis 
1/3 &*Lahrone of Grace, a Throne that reigns 
q:) e,.a; Throne whereon Grace fits in 
7 taperial: Majeſty , and decrees all for 
= poor Sinnerscoming to it; and ſo docs all 
"freely, all in a way-of Soveraign grace and 
- Love : , Hence that Language, 1 will have 
g ; becauſe I will have mercy, | will par- 
-don-becaufe I will pardon, and ' will ſave 
” becauſe 1. will fave : Now what an-cn- 
- couragement is this to Faith, and how, if 
| Tightly weighed and conſider'd, weld it 
Et...” | a 


we - 
_— 
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* daſhallthe pleas ofunbelicf-topicces, and 
tw eetly draw the Sau} on to 'a cloſe with * 
Ckriſt in'a Marriage-Covenant ?” For pray 
conſider, what is the nature of Soveraij 
grace and 'Jove? The nature of 'it.is'to | : 
a&tfrom it ſelf to it ſelf without any con © 
fideration of any thing in us, without, re» |. 
ſpetting either the worthineſs or*the un» - 
worthineſs of the Creature at all : Phena- . 
ture of it is ſuch, that ?tis neither conſtrain> * 
ed to,nor reſtrained from doing good toſouls- | 
by an was, either of good or evil in them: © 
but y” Sac reely : And therefore no matter”. 
what I am,though never ſo vile and wretths:; 
ed in my ſeif, while | have to do-with fach 
DOve,and ſuch love is the ſpring of all Chrifts * 
dealings with me, and catriages' towards 
me. o_— 759 

5. The Fifch 'Goſpel principle-or "en-® 
couragement of Faith, whichthouſhoyldeſt * 
bear up thy ſelf upon, /and* dwell mach-rins 
the contemplation of, -is this - That:the* 
great defign of Chriſt in all his undert&” 
kings for, and-diſpenſations towards: Sin: 
ners, is the illuſtrating and enthroning-of- 
his own grace ; and: the more viles: fil, 
and forlorn a' wretch thou art, -thie mote. 
will his Grace be enthroned and iVuſtrated® 
-in thine acceptance with him. - Chrit ins 
His dealings with and ſor Sinngrs doesnot? 
Toft © | ' onely: 
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{ onely-a& from a principle of Soveraigh ' 
grace, but in all he carries'on a deſign to 
'F I that Grace of his, and'te make 
k —_—_ for cver ; yea, andhe- ads, and 
* _ Will act ſutably to ſacha deſign: 'Tis not 
rw ſuch and 'ſach Sinners do or do not 
deſerve ( ſays Chriſt) that 1 am to mind, 
* but what my Grace can do for them, and 
EF what will make moſt for the glory of that . 
+ grace,” what will ſet the brighteſt Crown . 
-- upon its: Head ; This is evident, -Eph. 
-2-6./ 12, 14. Which was open'd before 
4 [- another occalion. : Hence thoſe 
* he ſaves, he ſaves in ſuch a,way, as 
- may moſt lift yup. his own grace! his deſign 
& herein being, that grace might reign, as 
have it, Rom: 5..21, Hence you read 
pf his jufts/3ing the ungodly, Rom. 4. 5. He 
vill have his | grace triumph. over every 
| Soul,” whom the ſaves Now what an 
>;encouragement is this 'to Faith ? Chriſt 
| not one y-ſets upon a Throne of grace, 
- but-alfo kis deſign in: dealing with Sinners 
 wtofet- his grace upon the Throne. Sin- 
ro the more vile 'and Sinful thou art, 
Fe-more ſutable/itis! to'Chrift*s deſign to . 
e-thee 4 i forthe more / vile and Sinfull 
tow art; the greater name and glory will 
is ct. in thine acceptation and Sal- 
by kim': Themore vile and ora 
ou 


\ 
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- thou art,: the greater will be /the declara-+ 
tion of grace on, Chriſt's part in- thing. 
acceptance and Salvation : O -when Chrift 
ſhall pardon aSoul fo guilty, receive a Soul 
ſo ſinful, reconcile a ſoul [that is: ſuch an 
enemy, as thou  art,. how will 'this, de-,, 
clare the glorious riches of his grace inthe. 
view both of men and Angels! This-will 
ſhew forth the exceeding riches of bis grave, 
as the Expreſſionis, Eph. 2. 7. - And'the_ . 
more vile and ſinful thou art, the. greater 
will be the Admiration of grace for ever  - 
on thy part ; Where much is forgiven, there - 
will bethe return of - much. Love, much . 
praiſe, ' Zuik, 7. 47, O whoami (fayes. * 
the ſoul, when once received to mercy, - 
though more then. ordinary'vite and: fin. ; 
ful) whoam I, that1 ſhould; find gracein 
. ChriſPs ſight ? What, ſucha rebel; -and -* 
yet pardon'd 2? .Such an enemy; :aud:yet- 2? 
reconcil'd ? Such a Black devit, and/yd&” 
waſh't, - :and/imade white. 'in the. Blood of. * 
the Lamb #: Such a Fiend of Hell;: an;1yet-.7 
made a-Favourite of Heaven ?: Suchadilthy” 
deformed wretch, andyet taken»into! the - 
pureand Lovely Boſome of. ſweet JESUS? 5 
OGrace,: Grace 1: How Tich-and*$ree.-is * 
Grace? and O what praiſe and Xalle/ajabs - 
will there be. tuned | upon. the: Tongues 2: 
aud fpirits -of ſuch qoGod ang the. LA 
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for ever ? When therefore thou woald{- 

go to Chriſt, and diſcouragements arife 

to keep thee back from him, thou ſhouldſt 
dwell. in the thoughts of and - bear up 

thy ſoul upon this conſideration, reaſoning 

. thus with thy ſelf : True, I am a vile 
wretch, - the chief of Sinners, one on all 
accounts worthy to be abhorr*d,and caſt off 

by Chriſt : But what then? Chriſt as to- 
wards ſinners . purely from a principle of 

+ Grace and Love, he regards neither wor- 
= F*  thincſs nor unworthineſs ;. whether a great 
) | imncror a little ſinner, cis all one to his 
= as to his accepting of me : Moreover his 
+> defignisto. Crown his gracezand render that 
©. Glorious ; and the more vilel am, the 
" More that deſign of his will take in mine 
LE acceptation ang Salvation; How vye tnere- 
= fore ſoever | am, 1 will cat my ſelf upou 
FY. os and put in for an Eſpouſal with 


£2 '> 6. The fixth Goſpcl-principle or en- 
© :couragement of Faith, which thou Thould- 
3 eſt bear up thy ſclf upon, and dwell much 
+ } in the contemplation of, is this : That 
+: tis the Glory and perfetion of' Chriſt as 
2; * ;Mediator.to receive Sihners, and to. pive 
#-:- -out himſclfand his folneſs to them, when 


WW they cometo him : This, if rightly weigh- 
3 ed, will mightily help on Faith, __ 
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* the poor ſoul over his diſcourage nts in< | 
to the Boſome. and Embraces »ef JESUS 
CHRIST: To underſtand it aright you muſt 
know, that Chriſt has a two-fold Glory'and + 
perfe&tion : The Glory and perfedion of - 
his-Perſon, as he is the Son 'of Gol; andthe 

Glory and perfeftion of his Office, ashe is 
Mediator and head of ' the ſecord,,Cove- * 
nant :- The Glory and perfetion of tug per- 
ſon, as the Son 'of God) that" is _infinitely _ 
compleat and. full,” that admits neither * - 
of | difmination''nor -arigmentWion , being - // 
unchangeably the ſame for ever : But the -: 
-Gloryand pertettion of his Office, as Me- 
diator, »thatina great meaſure ariſes from + 
his receiving Sinners, and beſtowing him- 

ſelf and hts Graceupon them, when thi 
come to him',, and the more Sinners ke 
receives, and the more Grace he. gives'out 
to them, -the Greater his Glory and per- 
fetion in this reſpe& is : -and :it mgy*be” 4 
truly ſaid, that Chriſt in. receiving © and- ® 
giving out Grace to Sinners,” when.they 
come to him, does increaſe the Revenue of 
his own Glory, and more and more com» *: 
8 pleatand pgfe& himſelf, as Head'and\Me- 
diator : Hen the Church is called <his* foul- 
neſs, Eph-1. 3. Ged gave himto be head over - | 
all things tothe Church which is his Body,” the 
fulnefs of Wim t: ATTrs in all : Now, if © 
| | the © * 


[as 
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F the Church is Chriſts fulneſs, then the more 
thatis filled and compleated by. his recei- 
ving Sinners to himſelf, and .piving out 
Grace to them 3 the more full and com- 
pleat he himfelf, as to his Mediatorie :ho- 
nour and perfettion grows : ' Hence alſo 
Saints are ſaid to be the Glory of Chriſt , 
2.Cer.8. 23. As Chriſt _alone is their 
glory, | ſo they alſo are his Glory : And 
. - how hisglory ? Not onely becauſe they do, 
. » or ſhonld aftually glorifie. him, but- alſo 
becauſe. he. has-received themy and laid 
out his grace upon them; and tis his..grace 
onely that Thines forth in them : ' Hence 
that obſervation of Ca!viy upon the place, 
They (ſays he) that excell moſt in prace 


nd holineſs," they pecuiiarly ate the glory of 


” Chriſt ; becauſe they have .nothing but by 


FE free gift from Chriſt : Hence alſo Chriſt tells 


2 us; that he zs glorified inthem, Joh.-17. 10. 


And {he fays expreſly, that the Spirit ſhall 
Glorifie him, becauſe he ſhall receive of - his, 
and give it unto #4, Joh. 16.14. By all which 
it appears, that *tis the glory and perfe&tion 
of Chrift, as mediator, to receive Sifiners, 
coming to him, and to beſtowgrimſelf and 
his grace upon them * In{hort, my Be- 
loved, all 'that ever Chriſt. has done; for, 
and is made of. God to, poor. Sinners es 

. .® is 


} 
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his'A&s and all his Offices, as Mediator, 

do receive their ultimate perfeMion in their * 

fil} Influences on us and our. Salvation - 4 

And as Chriſt receives his Name and Deno-. - 
mination of aSaviouf from'his Relation to," - 

BB and Adting for poor Sinnersto redeem , and -/ 
ſave them; ſo thE perfe@ion. of this, Office, © 

and thoſe Ads of his do lie in the full ac- 

WY compliſhment, of our Salvation : and ins © 
ff deed they would all be bug vainatid weak | 
Ads; ſhould he not fully"fave*vs,” com 
| ing to him.” O what encouragement is here 
to Faith, and how muſt unbelief,fink, and 

* | dye before this conſideration, i-rightly . 
> | improved ! True (may the Soul ſayYT am ? 
* || * Vile, Sinful, and Unworthy : but 'tis the + 
" | honour of Chrift to receive' me -; *is his" * 
4 glory to beſtow himſelf and his grace upon ) 
| me; "tis hisperfettion, as Medator, to at- 2 
cept and ſave me, and*ſuch 'as Tam; and” 

' | therefore why ſhould T be [diſtouraged'? » 
) | will go to himy and caſt'my ſclf upon him. * 
1 Thus bear vþ your ſouls upon, andeficot- 
1 rage your Faith with,theſe GoſpeFprirt!- 
) ples.- which is greatly necefſary, and will 
i F nota little confluce to an Eſpouſal between | 
s Chriſt and you. > rs a. 
4. Wovldeſt thou indeed be: Eſrduſes + 
| to Chriſt ? Then take heed of all Jcalouſies / 
of him, and prejudices againſt him ; and 
L 2 be 
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| «beſure ever. to maintain, right thoughgs. of 
him. One of the great-eligns of Satan; 
- and one of the moſt. curſed workings of 
| Unbelief,,, is to: ,prejudice Souls againſt 
» Chriſt, and to fill them vith hard, Jealous 
"though vs him ;. which.if they. can pre- 
'R:3Y Yi Gy they, infallbly "P" the Soul, from 
\Y pou him- 10,: a rang ag 
ao a. woman, has, Jealouſies and 
th oughts of a man, and-be filled; with 
Drejude apathl him, the is uever like to 
FNLFT! into.a_ Marriage Covenant” with him. 
d no more will a-ſoul cloſe with Chriſt in 
7 "a Marrigþe-Covenant, as long as he is filled 
$34 Þ hard thoughts of him, and.prcjudices 
1. inſt him: Watch therefore againſt this 
he Devil, together with- the unbelicf of 
own. hearts, will frame up-4 thouſand 
e.: Notions. and +reprefentations of 
Tra the Soul, thereby to prejudice us 
Chriſt; but gake heed. of .all theſe, 
| ane fureto maintain right thopghts and 
prekenfons, of kipr ; - Pazticula:ly. here 
ouch two things. \ 


_ ge ny > 


Fi | pe to. ajotals | honourable 
il ies bis Perſon ©: Look ;upan him 
BE as a:Perſon of glory, and-2s al. al Cx” 
9.01 as EA 'Tis the works and , na- 


ſcure the 


Tureof unbelict To) darken and 0 
| "us Perſon 


\ 
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Perſon of Chriſt, to make that appear.vile*. 
and contemptible in the eye of the Toul-- 
whereby it does effeftually ſtrengthen it ] 
ſelf witffin him ; and- iftdeed there is. no- 
thing mote prevalent to keep the Soul from” 
Chriſt,-than an Ignorance gg, or- prejndice ; 
againſt his Perfonal Worth and ExcelJen- 
cies : This was that-which made the Jews = 
ſo generally rejze& him : They ſam no Beau- 
ty in him for whichthey ſhonld defire” bims nor 
did they diſcern form or- comelineſs 'in hit ; 
and therefpre rejeated him, Tg. 53: I, 2: 
They look?d no further then the outward” - 
form, the veil of his fleſh ;. they ſaw. got his 1 
Divine Beanty and Glory : ' and fo deſpiſed © 
him: And,my Beloved,unlefs we look within's; 
this veil, and corffe to view and contemplate” 
him, as a Perſon of Glory, we alſo" thall”-! 
reje& him to our eternal perdition. © Pray 
Obſerve, .'tis the Perſon of Chriſt that pars” - 
worth gd virtue into all' his doings, and”: 
all his ſ:ffermgs ; all his Offices, *and'ahis* 
promiſes: *Tisthe worth and excellency of--, 
his Perſon, that makes his Blood 6, preci--. | 
ous,., his Promiſes ſo ſweet, his rightecouſs*© 
neſs ſo glorious, his Grace ſo efficacious; 
| his Love ſofendearing : *tis the worth and ® 
| excellency of his Perſon, that gives 'Ay-" 
thority.to all the commands of Faith, and 
does aw the heart to obedience ; - and ris. 
5 ho the. 
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"# the Worth and excelleficy of his Perſorr 
-*- enpin one of the moſt powerful attfadtives 
to draw and allure the hearts of the Sons of 
T Mento him, if therefore his perſon be un- 
dervalued, if the dignity and glory of "that 
* "be not ſeen, weare never lizc to enter into 
* iF- a Marriage-Covenant with him : Therefore 
 #& Soul, if cver thou wouldeſt be Eſpouſed to 
T8. this Chriſt, always maintain honourable 
18 thoughts of his Perſon :* Behold bis Glory, 
1 4 the Glory of the only begotten of the Fa- 
ther, and beg him more aud more to reveal 
2; big. Yerſough; Worth and excellencies to 
88 thee. © 4 
08- 2. Be: ſure always to maintain good 
thoughts of his ways, Kingdom, and go- 
vernment : Admit not ofsone Jealoufie of 
'Chrift, as if he were an hard, ſevere Hus- 
F&. band. ; as if he carried it with Rigour 
1 and ſeverity* towards his- Spouſes : If 'the 
> Devil and Unbelicf fail in their otþer at- 


;'pel; that thou waft an auſtere man,. Met. 
88 -25.-24. And hereby the ſoul is ſcared off 
07 from Chriſt But, Soul, as .cver thou 
% ti 'would'ſt be Eſpouſed to him, take heed of 
En F any 
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any ſuch Jealouſie. of him. Or prejudice, 

azainſt him, keeping, up good thoughts- . ? 
of him and bis ways, him and his Govern- 
ment; and be much in contemplating the 
ſweetneſs both-of him and his ways :, ls he 
ſevere ? Pray where lies his ſeverity ? Does . 
he call you to: bear his Yoak ? He does, 
but *tis an eaſie Yoak : "Does he enjoyn * 
you to bear. his burthen-? He does, - but 

"ris a light burthen : *.A4y Yoak is eaſte, and 

my Burthen ' ts light , Mat. 11. 29, 30. 
Does he expe& you ſhould take up the 
Crofle ? He does, but tis a ſweet - Crofle, 
a gainful Groſſe, an honourable GCrofle, a 
Crofle that is inlaid with love, and- qyer-" 
Jaid with Divine ſweetneſſe, a Crofſethat- - 
has a Gown annext to1t, even a Crown of 
Life,*Rev.: 2. 10. A croffe that isa Grown 
here; for 'tis an honour to ſuffer for Chrit,,': 
Ads. 5.41. And a Goſs that will ;greaten 
and brizhten that our Crewn hereafter, Ada, 
F- 11, 12. Bleſſed are ye, when men ſhall: 
revile you;and perſecute.you ; for great is.your- 
reward in Heaven : Does, he call you to pers 
form ſuch and ſach ſervices ? He does; but? 
withall hegives you ſtrenpth to peZorm 
them helpins your, infirmities by hu goos 
Spirit, Rom. 8. 26. and in caſe you fail, 
and come ſhort in and'of what he calls for, 
what then * Why then he p:ties-and ſpares: 
. L 4 you," 
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gou, as a Father doth his Son that. ſerveth' * 
- him ; he overslooks your failings and de- 
_ feds, Mal. 3. 17. Can. you do nothing 
\ onely you have a mind to ſerve him ? Why - 
& then he accepts of that willing mind accord- 
ins to what you have : and yot- according to 
FI” wat you have xot, 2 Cor. $. 12, when you 
=. can't pour out a prayer, a ſigh, a*groan is 
IF accepted by him-: Will he have the throne 
IF in you;and rule in your ſouls? He will; but his 
A way of-rule is mo ſweet ; for he rules with 
= love,and/herewards with life; and he gives 
#EFhronefara ThronezaThrone in glory fox 
"/a-Throne in your ſouls : What ſhall 1 ſay ? 

" "bu ways are al ways of pleaſantneſs, and, 
Al hb» Paths are' all Peace, Prov. 3. 17: and + 
'O what pleaſure, what delight, what ſo- 
| lace and: ſatisfattion- of ſoul. 1s there to be 
S&- found in walking in them! In a word, his. 
FE whole Service is perfe&t freedom, and there 
E115 no true: freedom but in his wayes 
C8 and Service: 'Tis a:great ſaying which 1 
ET have read in one of the Ancients, who ( ſays 
"2 he) would not Reign ? But wouldſt thou 
LIE 2017: happily ? Serve kind Teſm, and thou 
We ſalt reign, becauſe to ſerve himss true reign- 
3:7, Thus you ſee, there is no juſt rea» 
WE ſon for hard thoughts of Chriſt in this 
reſpect, but rather the contrary +: Ac- 
8 cordingly Anſwcr, and throw off all thoſe 
my . ; black 
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" black 'reptoaches, which the Devil” and* 1 
unbelicf caſt upon this good Lord; and: * 
be ſure” to: maintain good thoughts of him,” . 
and his ways, which will nora little conduc#- 
ts the promoting" of an” Eſpouſal þetween' - 
| him and thee. 

. 5- Would'ſt thou indeed be Eſpouſed” 
to Chriſt ? Then ſtudy and * contemplate ? 
much” how infjaitely. grateful and! accepta- ; 
ble Chriſt is : Sinners know not, or if 2 
they know , they conſider not,” Who, or +: 
what Chriſt is; they mindnot, *how -ac- 
ceptable' a, good he.is toſouls5, and there-. 1 
fore ehsy Yrohe him - Ha#ſt thou known, - 
ſays Chriitto the woman, the gift of God, : 
and who it is that ſpeaketh to thee;thou woutdſt © 
have askt him,. and he would have given * 
thee lruing-Waters, Joh. 4. 10. Truly did» 7 
men know Chriſt, and his infinite” accepta-*1 
blenzſs, they would run to hinf, and'Cloſe- 
, with him in a Marriage-Covenant : 'Study - 
therefore and - contemplate this much. 
thereby poſſeſſing thy Soul with a deep + 
ſenſe of it, The Apoftle ſpeaking but - 
of one truth concerning Chriſt, tells us, ?ris-" 
worthy of all acceptation,' 1. Tim-.*1. 16. 
And it fo, what” acceptation muſt Chriſt 
himſelf, yea Chri2, with all his trurhs, - and 
all his Treaſures both, be worthy ok? And 
agw ſhou!d our ſouls 6leave to-hinr,and thke- > 
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+ him into our embraces ? There are among: - 

» 'others five things which ſpeaks a good to be- 

- eminently grateful and acceptable : worth 

. and ans! 5. : uſefulneſs aud ſerviceable- 
neſs, ſuitableneſs and conveniency : ſweet- 
nefs and delight: Durableneſs and unchinges. 

- " ableneſsinall zall which are found in Chriſt 

who tenders himſelf and his Love to 

US. ; 


1. There is werth and*excellency in 
Chriſt, yea, incomparable worth and ex- 
F- cellency: The Apoltle ſpeaks of an excellin 
- excellency that therc is in the knowledge 
- of Chriſt, Phil. 3. 8. Now the ®nowledge 
= of Chriſt is fo excellent, becauſe Chriſt is 
” excellent : Chriſt indced is all worth, all 
WW cxccllency: He is an infinite Ocean- of 
Beauty and plory ; be #5 the chigfeft among 
+ Ten Thouſand and altozether Lovely, Cant. 
_ 5. 19, 16. Al cxceliencies dwell in him, 
WF as in their proper Fountain, and they all 
* meet and arc unitcd in him, as. lincsin their ' 
IF proper centre : Some beauty,. ſome ex- 
& cellencies you find ſcattered-up and down 
8. among the creatures; the Saints, and An- 
A oels, the Sun, Moon, and Starrs, and 
a” the like: -Buralaſs ! ?Tis ſcattered; and 'tis 
+; Tcatter'd but here and there a drop ; but, 
in . Chriſt you have all Beauty, all 
" worth, all cxce!lency in a bleſſed Union 
2 ERS and 
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"and conjunftion : You have all in one, and 
that unchangeably. O what a portion is 
. Chriſt ( ſayes one ) O that tite Saints 
would dig deeper into the treaſures of his,.' 
wiſdom and excellencies : Truly 'tis ſweet 

digging there ; and there,ingþme ſort,there 
' willbe room for dipping to all eternity ; * 
for even through eternity new wonders of - 
Slory will ariſe, new Beanties and excellen- 
cies will appear, and ſhine. forthan Chrift : 
What ſhail I fay ? .He has in himall the ex- | 
cellencies of both worlds; and is indeed -de-- . 
ſervedly the wonder of | both; In him there 
is a confluence of all the lovely properties, 
the drawing attributes, the raviſhing betu- ©. 
ties, the bright ſhining and glorious per- 
fetions of the infinitely bleſſed" Deity. *- 
Hence, ſays he, all that the Father hath # 
mine which may be uriderſtood of his Divine * 
perfetions, John 16. 15. Hetice aldhe ; 
'1s ſaid to be” equal with God, Philippians 
2.6. i. e. Look, what ever Divine perfetti> 
ons there arein God the Father, they.all are. © 
ſound in Chriſt : In bimis expref# the whole | 
Perſon of the Father, the whale Eſſence, 
being, and beauty of the Father : And' (a8 
Learned man has obſerved) Chriſt the San s 
in all things like the Father, this only eXcept- 
ed, that he is not the perſen of the Father +. 
Hence « 
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* Hence alſo he. is ſaid to be the brightneſs © 
of his Eather's. Glory, and the expreſs 
7 mage of bis Perſon, Hebrews, 1. 3. All 
- the Father's glories and--excellencies do 
- *Thine forth-in-him, and he. perfealy- re- 
-. preſents the Om tous. : Thus Chriſt 
- 1s a-perſon oFexcellency ;. and ſo moſt 
- acceptable: And oh who would not -ac- 
cept and embrace ſucha Chriſt ?f. And how 
 greata wickedneſs is it to rejed him ? I 
* can't but here take up/the. complaint of an. . 
> holy mau-:--O pity, pity. for .evermore- - 
».{ ayes he) that;there ſhould be. ſuch an one 
©--as Chriſt Jeſus,; ſaboundleſs, ſo bottomleſs, 
* Togncomparable,ſo.infinite.1n excellency and 
$ ſweetneſs, and ſo-few that will take him: 
© they. miſerably loſe their love, (ſayes he ) 
* who will -.not beſtow it upon this lovely 
= --2, There is uſefulneſs and ſerviceable- 
neſs in Chriſt : As Chriſtysa,perſon of the 
& higheſt cxcellency, ſo of the greateſt and 
: - moſt-abſolute nced, | uſe and ſervice to 
Poor ſouls : Indeed he is the one_needful 
goody Luk 10. 42; Chriſt is fo much need- 
ed by, and of fo much-uſe and -ſervice to g 
- poor Souls; that they can't poſſibly do well 
W- and-be happy. without him : Pray con- 
\ ſider, we provoke God, and he»1s angry 
. With us; and by Chriſt alone 'tis, that we 
ID | -  TE- 
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ihe $6uls Eſpouſal to Chriſt. y 
" receive the atonements; Rom. 5711; We * 
Tin, and. load our ſelves with guilt*; -and 
by Chrif alone tis, that we are or can be... 
diſcharged fromit:: In him bave we vedemp- 
tion #hrough his -Bl:odgeven the forgiveneſs of 

ſms, Eph. 1.7. We havean hard'and impe«' 
 nitent heart, an heart that cannot repent; 
and by Chriſt, and Thrift alone *tis, that 
we can obtain repentance, he being exalted ' 
fo give repentance unto If w as well as ye-" 
miſſion of fins, As. 57: Weare «Qt a 
dreadful diſtance from God: a far off. (as. 
the Scripture ſpeaks). and by Chrift-an{* 
him alone *tis; that we are made nigh : + What-. 
ſhall Ifay ? Fhe beſt of Saints, as well as - 
the worſt of Sinners, have an abſolute n | 
of Chriſt, and he is of daily uſe and ſervice | 
to them; neither can they live one day or” 
one hour without him: Indeed he is«theiv * 
life; and without him. therefore they-are . 
dead and undone; 'as well-as others*:” with= 
out him they cannot do nothing, Joti.- ry. 53. 
Without himevery duty will be.tog hard; 7 
every burthen: will be too heavy, e 
temptation. will. be' too [trong, 7nd 
will.be too mighty for them : "without bin 
they would yet falt * ſhort of the 'ehgrnal * 
reſt, and wov1d make ſhip-wrack of Faith, 
ſouls, and all for ever.. Without kiovnei- 

ther Saints, nor ſinners can have any* ac- | 
: ceſs 
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ceſsto God; any 'entercourſe or commu- 
nion with him , in which notwithſtand- 
- ing the whole -of our happineſs both in 
time and eternity lies. © 7 am the way (fays 
he) and no nian cometh tothe Father, but by 
*mme, Joh, 14.6. Andthrough him, ſays the 
Apoſtlewe have acceſs unto the Father by one 
- Spirit,Eph. 2. 18, Without him we could 
*\ haveno peace with God; for he alone is our 
peace, Eph 2. 14, And having peace with 
' God,” without him we could not maintain 
& our peace one hour, it. being-he alone that 
is our advocate and propitiation with the Fa- 
. they, 1.Joh. 2. 1,2. Thus he i$Severy way 
moſt needful, and moſt uſeful to eternal 
fouls : 'O how grateful, how acceptable 

| then is he, or oughthe to be tous ? 

- ++ 3: There is ſutableneſs and conveni; 
*encyalſo in' Chriſt to the ſouls of men : 
The ſutableneſs and; conveniency of any 
F g00d; renders: it acceptable to ns - How 
acceptable is bread to an hungry man, be- 
" cauſea. good futable to him ?. How ac- 
” ceptable is drink toa thirſty man, becaufe 
.agood: ſutable to.him ? Now there is an 
admirable ſutableneſs and conveniency in 
- Chriſt to the foals of men; and that in all 
- the caſes of them: Why then ſhould he 
not be..acceptable to them ? One (I re- 
member ) repreſents the _——_ - 

5 | riſt * 
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- Chriſt. to the ſouls.and wants of. Sinners © 
thus; the. whole perſon, nature; - and 
offices of Chriſt. (ſayes he) arc fo. ſuited 
and proportioned to all the variety of nceds 
in us, that they 'are as a key for a lock, 
* there is ward for ward, every thing done 
in the key ſuitable to the lock : and indeed , 
ſo *tis here, Chriſt and his fullneſs being 

exattly ſuited to us and our: wants: We 

are ſick, and ſick to death, - and. Chrift is 

a Fhyfitian, Mat. 9. 12: And what more... 
ſuitable to the ſick then a Phiſitian £ We 
are {inful, and ſinful to /damnation, -we 
are loſt finn?rs, and Chriſt is a_ Saviour z 
and who or what more ſutable to loſt ſin- | 
* ners then a'Saviour ? We are poor- Cap: 
tives, the captives.of fin and Sathan,' in 
bondage to death and the curſe 5 - and 
Chriſt is a Redeemer: ; and who or what : 
more ſutable to Capygyes then a Redeem-, 
er * Weare under. the tyranny 4nd Uſurpa= 

tion of mariy mighty: powerful luſts, - lufts* 
that are impoſing upon. us every- hours 
and we are no waysable to deal with them, 
But. Chriſt is a great and- puifſant Kingz. 
who can ſubdue all, and whoſe- Arrows 
ſhall be ſharp inthe / hearts-of | all his and 
our Enemies ; and-what more ſutable to 
Perſons in ſuch a circumſtance then+ ſuch 
a King? We are dead, and © Chriſt is® 
"II ; Life z 
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 Life:; and what. more ſutable for the * 
| Dead then life? : We are. poor, and miſe- 
_ rable; and Chriſt "is gold to enfich us. 
+ Are we naked ? Chrift is Cloathing for us. 
"Are we blind ? He is Eye falve for us: 
 -AreweinPriſon ? He is Liberty : Are we 
Hingry ? He is bread : Are we Thirſty ? 
-» heis the water: of Life, which thoſe that 
- drink of ſhall never thirſt: Areawe trou- 
bled? He is reſt, are we dr-oping and 
-»deſponding ? He- is the conſolation. of- 
| Iſrael: Are we bewilder*d ? He'isa guide, 
= Are we born down in our: ſpiritual' con- 
= fits? Heis the Captain of our Salvation, 

who will fight for us: O how ſutable*. 

| every way is Chriſt to Souls, and beingTo 
= fitable, why fhould he not be acceptable 
tous ? Poor ſinner, is there any in Heaven 
or Earth that will ſo ſuit and anſwer. the 


l 


= varions wants and caſes of thy foul , as 
Ofiriit does and will 2 Why then ſhouldft 
+ "thou not account him worthy of all accep- 
- tation ? , | 
(4. There is ſweetneſs and delight in 
+ -Chriſt : Trahar ſua quemque voluptas (ſays 
| f the Poet ) every one is- drawn and- 
| allur'd by pleaſure and delight : What is 
it that makes fin, that curſed thing fin; 
pleaſing and- grateful-to ſo many ? Surely 
*one great thing is that pleaſure and delight 
; | | which 
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' which they, find, at leaſt :promiſe them 2 
ſelves tofind init : and_indeed generally _ - 
the more ſweet and delightful things are, 
the more - readily and. greedily they *are 
embraced by the Sons of Men: Why then 
ſhould not Chriſt be' grateful and accep- 
table to us ? Is there any: ſo ſweet, ſo 
pleaſant , fo delightful as he ? ' He is a 
Fountain of ſweetnals, , as well as Excel- 
lency : -I find him ſo ſweet (fayes'an 
Holy -Man ſpeaking of Chriſt) that my. 
Love, ſuppoſe I would charge it to -re- 
move from him, it would 'not obey me. 7. 
How ſweet is his Love! Thy Love #s better 
than Wine, Says. the Spouſe,. Cant. 1. 2. 
This is that beſt "Wine" which goeth down 
ſweetly, cauſing ihe Lips of hk that are 
aſleep to ſpeak Cant. 9g. 9. Yea, this 1s 
that will cauſe a dead Man to ſpeak and 
Live, as an holy 'Man ſpeaks” concerning 
it, Experienced Souls will tell you, that 
there is more ſweetne(s in one deſcent of 
Love from Chriſt, than in af! the delights * 
of Sin and the Creature : This is © that 
which ſweetens the ſharpeſt AMidtion 5* : 
yea, this is that, and: that: alone, - which 
ſweetens Death it ſelf, and enables the 
ſoul truly to triumph over it, Rom: 8.latter 
end, Otheſweet bathing that there' is in 
the Fountain of 'Chriſt's Love ! How 

| ſweet 
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{ ſyectare his Fruits ?- 1 ſat down under his ' 
ſhadow, ſayes the Spouſe, with :great de- 
light, and his Fruits were ſweet to my taſbe, 
Cant. 2. 3. By Fruits I underſtand. the - 
Jarchaſes of his -Blood, and the. effedts of 
iis Love, Peacc,, Pardon, Righteouſneſs, 
Jeftification, Sandtification, and. Holineſs, 
Acceptation with God, and the like : And 
O how ſweet aretheſe,/ How pleaſant are 
theſe! With what ſolace - and: ſatisfa&ion 
may a believing ſoul feed and feaſt himſelf 
upon theſe / How ſweet is his preſence, 
entercourſe, and communior with him. 
+ This-made the Spouſe to be glad, and re- 
-. -goyce 1 him, Cant, 1. 4: This indeed 
- ſets: the Soul: down. at. the very gate of 
Heaven . where he+fays, 'tis .good to be 
here: 'Tis-a bleſſed cxclamation which 
1 find one of the Ancients . breaks - out 
into; O how good, and how ſweet, O how 
; Leaky Ou bow pleaſant is it, to dwell wih 
io - thee, moſt ſweet Teſmu, to converſe with 


#- thees ' to reveal the concerns vf our ſculs to 


thee, and to enjoy thy conſolations ! And 
again elſewhere. O thou moſt ſweet and 
moſt loving  Feſus, bow ſweet is it to think 
of thee | fir while we are ſpeaking and 
* thinkttg of thee, . thou art ſweetly preſent 
'. With us, and our Souls are filled with delight 
| * 2xthe Ogonrs of thine Oyntments': And yet 

| \, Tg ONCE 


' once more, O Lord, .. when at any time 1 
partake in this joy (ſpeaking of the- joy .of 
Communion with him) / Cry Ont » Lord, 
tis good to be here, let us build three Ta- 
bernacles here, one for faith, one for Hope, one 
for love. And indeed who is there that knows 


what-Communion with Chriſt means, that * | 
does not find an” incomparable ſweet-» 

nefle, ſolace and ſatisfattion in. it ? This. , 
is that which fills ſome with joy unpeak- - 


able and: full of glory, even here; and 


this is that which will be the-joy and: 
delight of Heaven for ever : Every way * 


Chriſt is a very Field of Pleaſure;'' a 
very Paradiſe of Joy, and ar very Foun 
tain of Delight : O why, why then ſhovid 
henot be more grateful and acceptable to 
us ? - - Ky 

5. There is durablenefſsand unchange- 
ablenefſe in: Chriſt ; which being added to 
all the former, renders him even infinitely 
the more grateful and acceptable  Poſh- 
* bly fome worth, ſomeuſefulneſs, ſome ſata- 
bleneſs, ſome ſweetneſſe and delight there 


, 


may be found in the creature, andcreature=- . 


Enjoyments ; but alas! thisallayesthe ac- 
ceptablencſſe of all, that ?tis all fading, dy= 
ing, and Changing : and indeed whatever'is 
ſhort, and but for a ſeaſon, cant challetige 
any great acceptation. But now Chriſt he is 


_ 
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laſtings,.. 


= : 
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laſting, durable, andunchangeable; He is 
| the ſame yeſterday, to day, and for ever, Heb, 
-13;:8. What he was, heis; aid what he 
& - Khe alwayes will be :- He was moſt excel- 
- lent, >»moſtuſcful, moſt ſutable, mo!t ſweet 

and delightful to Souls ; 'and fo he is, aud al- 
oy rnd be: He (as one of the Aneicats 
»ſpeaks of him) # i1-zmutable, he changes all 


things,but #s bimſelf unchangeable.never new, 
xever :/d. Hence alſo Chriſt himſelf tells us, 
That:he is tl e Alpha and Omega,be that was, 
and is, - andis to come, Rev. Fr. 8. Heis 
ever the ſame in love, in _— in-fulneſs, 


} infaithfulneſs, and in all his defireableneſſes. 

-« 30d how prateful and acceptable does this 

\ Fender him?! All our enzoyments here below 

mg fadeandchange ; yea, we:our ſelves change, 

= Changes and War are mpon #4, as Job ſpeaks; 

yea, ſome of vs are daily waiting be oar 

tand great change: But O! Bleſſed be God, 

Chriſt fades not, Chriſt changes not - What 
 hewas to, and: what hehas done for. Souls , 

- © formerly, that he is to, and that he-can do 

for Souls now ; yea, and that-he will be to 

and will be able todo for Souls hereafter : 

For he is ſtill to come ; as he'was, and is, ſo 

& heis toconie, which isa ſweet word. Poor 

& -- Soul, hitherto, it may bz, thou haft gone 

along through thy work and warfare with 

 ſomgcomfort and courage ; but that whicky 

ben je . damps 
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' damps and terrifiesthee,is the apprehenſion 
of what may be to come. O ſayeſt thouy 
the Tryals that are come, the Difhculties” 
that are to come, the Temptations that'are 
to come, the Storms and Tempeſts thataye 
to come! Well, Soul, for thy.crcourage» _ © 
ment under all, know, that whateveristg., - 
come,Chriſt is to come too: Are there Try: uh 
als to. come? Chriſt is to come too'-. Are 
there Difficulties and temptations to-come.? 
Chriſt-is to. come too: Are thereStormsand 
Tempeſts to come ? Chriſt is t6eme too? 

| And while Chriſt is to come feat net only - 

| Þ}- cloſe withhim-in a Marriage: Covehant,and /: 

; BB make himthine, thencome what will come; -+ 

| come what can come;all will be wor Shs : 

| Chriſt is every way acceptable,aud inlinitety - 
acceptable ; 2 4s very Soul;;thou woulat 
be indeed eſpouſed to him,: dwell much in - - 
the ſtudy and contemplatiorr of his accepta- 
bleneſs : Labour to be poſleft with a dee 

_ and daily renewed 'ſenſe of it; whichifvi 

ſweetly draw and allure thy Saul to him, 
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VI. Would thou'indeed be;eſpouſed to 7 

. Chriſt ?: then be fureithat thou : pifchelt thy -- 
Faith aright upon -him;ang cloſeſt-ineffe@y> 
ally. with.him in away of believing: ?Tis 

Faith that is both the great uniting;, andthe -3 

* great ;gtecrefting . Grace ; ;it unites us'to _. 
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+| _ Chriſt, and intereſts us in Chriſt: *Fisthat M 
& has been formerly declarec and evinced, 
# tht'puts' Chriſt and the ſou! into the boſom 
 andembraces of 'cach others "love, and by 
& Which the Marriage-Knot-is tyed between 
| them. If cver therefore thou wouldft be in- 
+. - deed eſpouſed unto him, look well to thy 
4 -* Faith, ſce that thou doſt pitch that aright 
F- upon'him, cloſing with him,'and embracing 
of him'; not by halves, but throughly ;* not 
feignedly, but —_— and cordially? But 
here ſoine 'may ſay, How may we. ds to 
pitch our Faith aright upon Chriſt, ſoas to 
pet conjugal Union' and Communion with : 
himthree things 'muſt” be done in orcer 
hereunto,which 1 deſire you tolook well to 


j19 


1. See that-you wholly quit and renounce 

{your ffives; + > | 

-{.- Labour toget a right notion and ap- 

© 1: prehenfion of Chriſt, © - 

:: TH" Be fre to make a ripht choice of 
him; being ſo apprehended- 


" I, Would you pitch your faith aright up- 
et Chfiſt, ' and be indeed eſpoyfed to him ? 
"Fhen ſee that you wholly quir and renounce 
. Four ſelves. 'Self and- believing are at the 
| Te utmoſt diſtance fron and enmitywith each 
BE other that is imaginable ; t hey arggrrecon- 
+ | ns | cilably 
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' cilably oppoſite each to other, and where - ! 
Faith takes place;there ſelf vanilhes and dies 
awayand thatin all its!notions, and With all 
its accompliſhments : ' Hence ſayes Chriſt, - 
If any man will come after me, believe on me, 
1- | be eſpouſed tome, /et him deny himſelf, Mat. 
16.24. Let him deny himſelf, renounce him- 1 
ſelf, go out of himſelf, let ſelf become no- * - 
thing with him: And indeed, the ſoul that - 
believes in Chrift, does go quite ont of him- 
ſelf, he fees and feels himſelf to, Be.a poor 
empty Nothing in all reſpe&s, he ſtes and 
finds his ſtrength. to be weakheſs, his wiſ- 
dom Folly, his beauty blackneſs, his righ- 
teouſneſsHinz his All Nothing : And thus 
muſt we, if ever weindeed befieve and get 
Union with Chriſt. O my Beloved, one of , 
the great things which ſtands between faith . 
and us, Chriſt and vs, is ſelf: This'indeed 
- | is the ſonl{wdaling; The firſt born (as one 
calls-it) of his Love and delights, and he 
f £ is loth to part with it; but part ith ithhe | 
muſt, and renounce it he muſt, or he tan 
nevet bclieve aright, nor is he ever iKe'to 
- BE have any partor lot in'Chriſt : Every fep- - 
! | out of'felfis + ſtep towards Chriſtand faith 
e | #2 Chriſt”; and wemot be divorced from 
. the'ones if ever we be married to theother*: -/ 
particularly you muſt quit & renounce elf, * 
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M Jovegf fin keeps'ſome, fo confidence in du- 


eſpecially' in this three | fold Notion ; Self: 
Will, SelEWorth; Self-Intereft. a] 
..x1,.. You/muſt quitand renounce Self-Will: 
Hethat indeed believes, muſt in a ſort have 


- nol of his own, but his Will muſt -be 
Wholly melted or reigned up into the Wl 


of - Chriſt : - Hence the .Charch-18 ſaid to be 
-ſubjeft unto Chri {> Eph. 5.24. We are apt 
to live m our own W:lls, and are exceeding 
fond of,. and ſet upon haying our Wis, and 
that how-croſs and contrary ſoever .they be 
to the Wrof Chriſt : - But if ever we; be- 
lieve ſo.as to.get union with: Chaiitzour ſtub- 
born Wis maſt bow,, our prond W:illi-muſt 
down, and mult. in all-things. ns, much as - is 
offible,be xeferr?d and reſign'd into Chrills 
W:{{ - and good reaſon, for his Will is the 
rule of goodneſs, as well as the;firit cauſe of 
all things -, we muſt not think to ſay,we are 
Lords, but we mult: bow to Griſt as- the 
great and only Lord. .- | 
-:.2-. You fnult, quit .and renounce -Se/f- 
Worth, Reoſrie/areonſef ;. you muſt re- 


1 nounce all Worth and Righteouſneſs oft your 
... Own in, point. of 7uſtsfication. and, Acceprati- 


en with-Goa.” Tisa great word which ſhall 
ſpeak,MensYutics Fog under the Goſpel, 
keep almoſt as many. from Chriſt and belicv- 
ings. asthcir ſins do.; My meaning is,as the 
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ties, a confidence in Self- Worth, Self-righ- 
teouſneſs, keeps mnltitudes' of others:'from 
Chriftand believing : And thetruth is, my 
Beloved, this piece of Self is the rongygo! 
of the Soul, and that which men are*mar- 
vellouſly loth to quit and renounce ;;' and 
indeed *tis often-times ſo painted, and, as it 
were, ſpiritualliz*d, a&ed- with fo' much 
ſtate, and ſet out with ſo many Ornaments, 
that it would make any one in love with it: 
but yet this Idol, ſo dear as 'tis to the Soul, 
muſt be denyed'and renounced, this darling 
muſt be caft off, and that with loathing and 
abomination in reſpe& of Soul ſaving, - if 
ever you believe, and arc united to Chriſt. 
And the Soul that indeed does believe, looks 
upon himſelf to bethe pooreſt,deſpicableſt, 
and undoneſt Creature in the. World” not-,_ 
witnſtanding all ; hethrows away not onely 
his Rags,»but his Robes too, ' all his Privi- 
ledpes,. all his Performances, all his Moral 
Excellencies and attainments, as toa Yle- 
pendance upon them for Life and Salvation ; 
as you know Paul did,Phil. 3-849. of which 
more hereafter, The Souls language in the 
Work of believing is fuch as this; lam a 
poor, vile, empty nothing in my ſelf; 1 am 
nothing, [| can do nothing, and 1 deſerve 
nothing ; 1 am nothing bur ſiny- I can do 
nothing but offend ang provoke Goa, and | 

- - M deſerve 
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3s * eſpecially; in this three fold Notion ; Self- | 
's Wl SelEWorth; Self-Intereſt. 
You:muſt quitand renounce Self-Will; 
'» Hertha indeed believes, muſtin a ſort have 
- nol of his own, but his Will muft be 
| Wholly melted or reſigned up into the Wl 
- of Chriſt :  Hencethe .Charch-18 ſaid to be 
« -ſubjeft unto Chriſty Eph. 5.24. We are apt 
to live m our own Wi:/s, -and are exceeding 
fond of,. and ſet upon having our Wills, and 
that how-croſs and contrary ſoever .they be 
to the Witof Chriſt : But if ever we: be- 
lieve ſo as to get union with © hxi{tzo: ir ftub- 
born 7s muſt bow, our proad W:ills-muft 
down, and muſt. in all-things. as, much as” is- 
X72 ble,be tfferr?d and refign'd into Chrilis 
if : "and good reaſon, for his Will is the 
* rule of goodneſs, as well as the, firſt cauſe of 
* all things -, we muſt not think to ſay,we are 
Lords, but we mult: bow to Ghrift as the 
great and only .Lord.. , 
2. . You fnuſt quit.and renounce -Se/f- 
Worthy, Self-K1 incoufreh ;. you mult re- 
| nounce all ord and Righteouſneſs of* your 
. Own 1n, point. of 7uſtsfication and, Acceprati- 
-. on with:God.” Tis a great word which ſhall 
ſpeak, Mens Uutics Frog under the Goſpel, 
_ keep almoſt as many from Chriſt anfl believ- 
|” ings. asthcir fins do; My meaning is,as the 
mr fin keeps'ſome, fo confidence in du-- 
ay * ties, 
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* ties, a confidence in Seff-Worth, Self-righ- 
teouſneſs, keeps mnltitudes' of others:from 
Chriſt and velieving : And thetruth is, my 
Beloved, this piece of Self is the Ereagggo! 
of the Soul, and that which men are*mar- 
vellouſly loth to quit and renounce :;' and 
indeed 'tis often-times ſo painted, and, as it 
were, ſpiritualliz*d, a&ed- with fo much 
ſtate, and ſet out with ſo many Ornaments, 
that it would make any one in love with it: 
but yet this Idol, ſs dear as 'tis to the Soul, 
muſt be denyed and renounced, this darling 
muſt be caſt off, and that with loathing and 
abomination in reſpe& of Soul ſaving, - if 
ever you believe, and are united to Chriſt: 
And the Soul that indeed does believe,looks 
upon himſelf to bethe pooreſt,deſpicableſt, 


"I: 


and undoneſt Creature in the World” not-,_ 


witnſtanding all ; hethrows away not onely 
his Rags,» but his Robes too, ' all his Privi- 
ledpes,. all his Performances, all his Moral 
Excellencies and attainments, as toa de- 
pendance upon them for Life and Salvation ; 
as you know Paul did, Phil. 3-8,9. of which 
more hereafter, The Souls language inthe 
Work of believing is fuch as this; 1am a 
poor, vile, empty nothing in my ſelf; 1 am_ 
nothing, I. can do nothing, and 1 deſerve 
nothing 3 1 am nothing bur ſin,- I can do 
nothing but offend ang provoke Geg, and | 

- - > | deſerve 
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deſerve nothing but frowns and death froth: 
him : If everÞFbe ſaved, *tis 'Free Grace 
mult ſave me ; -if ever | find favour in Gods 
Gght,it muſt be purely from Grace in Chriſt. 
Alaſs ! I have walked contrary to God all my 
ys ; my heartand life both have been full 
of enmity and provocation 2gain(t h:zm, and 
my very duties aredamning, my beſt Righ- 
teonſneſs being as filthy Rags, Ifa. 64. 6. 
And indeed, till it comes to this with us,we 
| arelike to remain ſtrangers to+ Chriſt, and 
| . Faith in Chriſt. I ſhall on'y ſay this further 
asto this particular, Thar no- men in the 
World are \urther off from Chrift, and uni- 
on with him through believing, than ſuch as 
truſt in their own worth, their -own righte- 
ouſmeſs : Chriſt himſelf tells us, That Pab- 
og ticans and Harlots do enter the Kingdom of 
\ Heaven before ſuch, Mat. 21. 31. 
3. You muſt quit and renounce Self-]n- 
tereſt ; 'that is to ſay, you mult be at a part- 
ing point with all, you muſt be willing to 
forgoalt your outward Intereſts & concerns 
for Chriſt, when he calls youto it, thinking 
-nothing too much or too good for him + this 
Chriſt is expreſs in, Mat. 10. 37. He that 
loveth F ather or ACother more then me, is not 
. worthy of me : And he that loveth Son 
 Danghter more than me, 15 not worthy of me, 
'  » And again, Like 14- 33. Whoſoever he be of 


you 
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you, that for not all rhat he hath, he can- * 
not be sſcople. Ina word, the meaning 
is not, that all that come to Chriſt muſt actu- 
ally forſake all thoſe things, ana deny them- 
ſelves as to the enjoyment of them; but the 
meaning is, (firſt) that we muſt have a very 
diminutive love for theſe .in-compariſon of © 
Chriſt. And (ſecondly) that we muſt be 
at a parting point with all far Chriſt*s ſake, * 
and at Chriſt's cal). And truly, *tis but rea- * 
ſon we ſhould be ſo ; he that aQtually par- 
red with ſo much for us,does highly deſerve 7 
that we ſhould be in a readineſs to part with 
our little all for kim: Thus we muſt whol- -_ 
ly quitand renounce our ſelves, if we would 
indeed believe and have union with Chriſt, 
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f It. Would you pitch your Faith aright 
upon Chriſt,and be indeed eſpouſed-to himÞ 
then. labour to geta right notion and appre- 
henſion of him,.as the great obje& of Faith. 
One great reaſon why many fail and miſcar- * 
ry intheir Faith, and'ſo fall ſhort of Chriſt, - 
is their [pgnorance of him ; they have-not a - 
right Notion and apprehenſion of Chrift, as }. 
the great Obje@ of Faith; and indeed; -un- 
lefs.Chriſt be rightly known and apprehend- 
ed by us, we are never like to pitch our faith 
aright upon him: How ſhall they: believe 
(ſays the Apoſtle). in him, of - whom they_ | 
M 2 have \ 
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have not hegrd? Rom. 10. 14., How (hat! 


they believe ? 4, e, Men cannot believe ari 
no one that has not been reveal'd and made 


known to them : a blind, Ignorant faith is 


never like to reach Union and communion 
with Chriſt; and, my Beloved, if we would 
believe aright on Chriſt, we muſt know him 
aright, and apprehend him aright, faith, in 
Scripture, 1s ſometimes expreſt by know- 
ledpe; 7ohn 17. 3. Not that knowledge 
aloneis all that is requiſite to Faith; but it 
notes thus much to us, . that the knowledge 
of Chriſt is ſuch a requiſite to believing, that 
there can be no true believing withour it : 
* :Hencealſo Chriſtſpeaks of ſeeing the Sox, 
and believing on him ;, ſeeing before believ- 


ing, and ſeeing in order to believing : This ts, 
the will of him that ſent me. That whoſoever | 


; Sſecth the Son and believeth on him, ſhould 
 m#aveeverlaſiing life, Joh. 6. 40. By ſeeing 
the Son, here we are to underſtand the true 


Knowledge of Chriſt-: Hence alſo they that 


come to Chriſt, and believe ſavingly onhim 
are ſaid, in order thereunto, tobe ranght of 
God, and to have heard, and.learn'd of the 
© Father, John6.45. And pray what have 
they been taught of God ? what have they 
learn'd of him, but the knowledge of Chriſt 
- as the great objett of faith-? at leaſt this is 

-one great Leſſon, which all that believe _ 

% an 
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and muſt learn, As ever therefore you would. © 


 toknow and apprehend himzas he isrevealed 


the morediſtinfly our faith cyes andappre- 
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pitch'your Faith aright upon Chriſt, labour 
to know and apprehend him aright ; labour. 


and offered in the Goſpel, particularly. 

i. View and apprehend him in his God- 
head and Divine Nature : T he Goſpel re- 
veals him in his Divinity, it propoands him 
to our Faith, as God, the tree Gol) the great 
God, the mighty God, Gad over all ;and thas 
ſhould faith eye and apprehend him, thus 
Thomas his Faith apprehended him, when 
he ſaid, My Lord, and my God, Joh. 20. 25. 
And indeed nothing but a God- head, an in- 
finite, eternal, unchangeable God-head is 
a Foundation ſtrong enough for faith to build 


_ 2, View and apprehendaim in Mk Perſo-,, 
nal Relation; not onely as God, butalſo as* :? 
God the Son,and ſo as diftinguiſh'd from the 
father :. Thus the Goſpel revgeaI$ and pro- 
pounds him to our faith  ..-4nd thus alſo 
ſhould our Faith view and apprehend him : 
Thus Peter's faith, with the re{t in whoſe 
name he ſpeak, did eye and apprehend him: 
John 6. 69. We believe, and are ſure (ſaid 
he ) that thou art that Chriſt, the Son of the * 
living God ; There is a diſtin honour dus + 3 
to every Perſon in the Sacred Trinity; ang . 
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hends Chriſt in his Perſonal relation;as Son, | 


the more compleat it is,and the more itgives 
him the honour af that Relation. 

3. View and apprehend him in his huma- 
nity, or as the Son of God Incarnate : The 
- Goſpel reveals and propounds Chriſt as the 
+ objr& of Faith, tous, not ſimply as Cod, 
-. and as GodtheSon, but as God the Son in- 
' carnate, asrthe Word made fleſh. John. 1. 14. 
or aS God manifeſted in the fleſh,1 Tim. 3.16. 
' As having taken humane Nature into perſo- 
-,. nal-union with himſelf, and ſo is both God 


 and-Man in cne perſon ; and thus alſo ſhould 


- Faitheye and apprehend him : Tow believe in 
. God, ſayes he, belzeve alſoin me, John 1. 14 
Hence alſo he ſpeaksſo often of eating his 
Fleſr, and drinking his Blood, and of giving 
. bis Fleſh for the life of the World ; and with- 
' alltells us, thathis Fleſh is Meat indeed, and 

' bis Blood Drink indeed, John 6. 5, 53+ 
544 55, 56. By all which he ſignifies to us, 
that our Faith muſt rcſpet and apprehend 
 himas Man. as wcll as God: As the Son 
Incarnate;and indeed thus he is the next and 
. moſt immediate Objett of Faith : The God- 
\ heador Divinity is the ultimate objett of 


+ Faith; but Chriſt, the Son incarnate, is the 


- next and moſt immediate obje&t of Faith : 


bp Hencewe are ſaid by him to believe in God, . 
 1Pe&; "1. 21. Faith rſt eyes Chrift as 
Rh Man, 
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any or the Son incarnate, and by” him 
comes ultimately to obyect it ſelf upon 
God : The humanity is janua ad Divinita- 
tem, (as one ſpeaks of it) 2 Gate to the 
Divinity, that by which our Faith paſſes to 
the God-head-: And (as a great Divine 
ſpeaks) he that comes not to Chriſt as man 
ſhall never come to him as God : The Truth 
is, Faith carnot deal with God immediatcly 
but as God cloathed with our Nature. 

4. View and apprehgnd him in his office 
of Mediatorſhip: The Goſpel reveals and 
propounds Chriſt to our Faith in his Office, * 
it propounds and revcals him as Chriſt, as 
the true -Meſhah and Saviour of the world, 
as one ſcal*d, ſent, and anointed by the Fa- 
ther for the redemption of loſt Souls, ond 
thus alſo ſhould Faith eye and apprehend - 
him: So alſo did Perer”s Faith apprehend 
him : Thou art Chriſt (ſayes hc) the $21 of 
toe living God, Mat, 16. 16. Hence we read 7 
of believins that Feſuwis the Chriſt, 1 John 
5- 1. Hence alſo Chriit tells the Jews, #f 
ye believe not that. I am he, ye ſhall die in 
your ſins, John 8. 24. If ye believe not that |} 
I am he, t. e. that] am the Meſhah, the 
Chriſt, the Saviour that was promiſed: O ? 
Faith is ſhort of that notion it ſhould have of 
Chriſt, unleſs it thus eyes bim in his office. 

5+ View and apprehend him in his infinite; 

: M 4 ability 
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ability and ſafficiencyfor the diſcharge of his 
Office - The Goſpel reveals and propounds 
him to our faith,” as one able ro ſave to the 
very uttermoſt ; and accordingly ſhould onr 
faith eye and apprehend him, Heb. 7. 25. 
| Itreveals him. indeed both as an onely- and 
| alſufficient - Saviour : as an anely Saviour ; 
Look unto m', and be ſaved, all ye ends of 
- the earth ;, for ] am God, and there is none be- 
\ feces me, iſa. 45. 22. Neither 15 there Salug- 
J 1407 in any other , noggs there. any other name 
 azven under Heaven, whereby we may be ſa- 
ved, but his only, Afts 4 12, And as an alſuf- 
cient Saviour 5 Aly Fleſh is Meat indeed 
"-and my Blood is Urink indeed, (ſays he) 
\ and ne that eateth me, even he (hall live by me, 
Joh. 6. 55, 57. It reveals him in the infi- 
- nite verrue of his Blood, the inexhauſtible 
E falneſs of. his Grace, ,the compleatneſs of 
his Obedience, the excellency of his righ:- 
* teouſneſs,the perfection of his SatisfaCtion, 
- and the like ; and thus ſhould our faith eye 
- and apprehend him.  O labour for ſuch a 
notion and apprehenſion of Chriſt as this is: 
'as ever' you would beheve aright, and be 
indeed eſpouſed to Chriſt, labour for a 
* ſound, clear diſtin knowledge of him, as 
| the great object of faith - Pray much fora 
Spirit of Wiſdom and Revelation in the know- 
ledge of him, that was the Apo.tles prog 
' or 


% 
| 
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the Soul; E ſpouſal to Chriſt. 2 49 
| for the Epheſians in this caſe, Eph.1,7.and let | 
it be yours for your ſelves. 


If. Would you pitch your faith aright » 
upon Chriſt, and be indeed eſpouſed to him? "| 
' Then be ſure to make a right choice or ele- : 
&ion of him, being thas known aud appre- - 

hended. To havea'rightnotion and appre- - 
henon of Chriſt, is g004 and neceſflary, in 
order to union with him: by believing ; -but 
*tts not enough z know Chriſt being known ? 
and apprehended, muſt alſo be choſerand +, 
erhbraced by us, and that:as he.is revealed \ 
and offered in the Goſpel:. .'To know' and * 
apprehend Chriſt,/is an:A@ of. the. Mind or 3 
Underſtanding ; but to: chuſe'and embrace * 
Chriſt, is an Att of the will an4 Aﬀettions 5 ; 
and though Faith: has its riſe- aud-inchoation 
in the mind,: yet-its complement and. per- 
feftion it has jnithe Will and" Aﬀettions; 
theſeliking, | chuling.and.embracing/'othim, 24 
and that in a way ſatable to what the mind + 
ſces and apprehends conterning- Hun ; and © 
this:/muſt be added to the formes, or theres 
no right believing,” and ſ9:no canjuga unian: 
and communion with-Chriſt :' Hence thabof | 
the Apoſtle, Withthe beart: Man helrepert i 
uuto Righteouſneſs Ronit. 10.10, True be- + 
lieving then is with the: Heart ; nowby. th2 
heart bere;as.alſo genegally elfwher in ſcrip-# 
of Ms . areas 


\ 
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tvre,is meant the will and Aﬀettionszaccord: 
” *ingly to. believe with the Heart, is for the 
Will and Aﬀedtions-to chuſe and embrace 
. Chriſt, as heis revealed and offered in the 
© Goſpel ;.this is called a/recerving of Chriſt, 
” John1. 12. We receive Chriit 'into our 
- Wills, -when we choſe him, ' and adhere 
to him for Life and Salvation ; and we re- 
ceive' himintoour affettions, when we love 
” Kim, deſire him, and deligat in him; and 
- 4ahis is bclieving : Fo believe, ſayes Calvin, 
| 4s nothing elſe but to chuſe and embrace Chriſt 
| wich 4 fincere affefttion of mind, as he # re- 
" ogal's and offer d im the Goſpel : And this 
' ndee@'is the great vital a& of Faith,: and 
| that” "whereby our! conjugal- Union and 
- Communion with Chriſt is more eſpecially 
- brought about : This is that which makes 
Chriftours, and puts us into: the poſſeſſion 
- 'ofhim : Mary, ſayes Chriſt, has choſen the 
| better part, which'ſhall-never be taken from 
* ber, Luke 10. 42; She had choſen Chriſt, 
and her cfioice-of him had: made him her 
own, and ſo her own; as that ſhe could/ne- 
--'ver looſe! him, never be deprived-of;him. 
Indeed a right choice'of Chriſt makes him 
- ours; -it unites us to him, and intereſts us in 
| -him for ever. A little further to help:yon-in 
-*rhis buſineſs, know that_a right choice" of 
Chriſt is accompliſk't by theſe three w__ 
he . I, -4 NC 
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1. TheSout apprebending Chriſt ( as? 
before) likes him, and approves of himas * 
the beſt and moſt ſutable Saviour, the moſt ? 
lovely and defireable obje@ in Heaven or 
Earth : The Soul ſayes of Chrilt, as'they did 
of thz Land of Canaan, Numb. 14. 7. The" 
Land (ſay they) is an exceeding good Land: 
So this Chriſt, ſayes the Soul, is an exceed- * 
ins good Chriſt,this Saviour isan exceeding 
g00d Saviour z there's none like him,there's 
no bzauty like his beautz, no blood like his 
blood,no fullneſs like his fulneſs,no love like * 
his Love. Ke 
2, The Soul deſires him, and longs after ? 
him, and that with a ſtrong, ardent, aud 7 
vigorous affetiou: This iscalPd hungring: 
ard thirſtins a'ter Chriſt, Matth. 5. 6. - The” 
Soul ſeeing Chriſt, and approving of hith,,: 
longingly cryes out ; O a Chriſt,a Chriſt! © 
that this good Chriſt were mine! ._ 
3. The Soulis by grace ſweetly and pow- 
erfully determined upon Chriſt ; ſo as attu- 
ally to makEa ſolemn and deliberate choice : 
of him, fingling him out from all other. 
things in Heaven and Earth, as the beſt and 
moſt defirable good, and moſt worthy of his 
deareſt and molt intimate embraces : The 
Soul now pitches his choice upon;Chriſt to” 
be his head and Husband, His Lord; and * 
Saviour ; his reſt, his treaſure; his eppibens | 
: i$3 
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{his all for ever : Now by theſe ſteps, fee fl 1 
-That you come up to make a right choice of | 
" Chriſt; be ſure that you like him, and ap- 
prove of him, as the beſt and moſt Yebrable | 
 objxQin Heaven or Eaith: Truly if you 
view himaright,you can't but like him,and 
approve of him as ſuch : See that the deſire 
| of your Souls be indeed towards him above 
- all others: View him, till you fall in Loye 
| with him, yea, till you fall lick of Love for 
| him; and be ſurenot to reſt, till you get 
| your will: ſweetly and powerfully determin- 
cd upon him, ſo determined upon him, as 
- to makea free ſolemn; deliberate choice of 
| him; 'paſſing by all other lovers, and taking 
him alone into the boſom and embraces of 
* your Faith and love. Now that you may 
| be ſure to make a right choice of Chr;/t, ſuch 
4 ehoice of Chriſt as may Keep him. yours, 
' and tie the Marriage-Knot between hiin and 
| you, obſerve hercin theſe five or fix great 
Rules, F744 

r. Be ſure that you chuſe and embrace 

Ehriſthimſclf, and not. ſomewhat elle in 
:Feadof him. ?Tis a. great.and awakening 
| faying which a worthy Divine has : Hayy 
\ wow, ſays he, rake Chriſt by ghef * bit be 
| fure that it be be, and onely he whom ye em- 
brace : his ſweet Smell, his lovely Voice, his 
| fair face, Dis gracious working iti the mk 

F W; 
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will ſoon tell if it be be or ne. | Soſayl, be. 
ſure that it be he; many miſtake the Objed | - 
they cloſe with ſome what elſe inftead of - 
Chriſt; at beſt, they chuſe Chriſt's Portion; 
his Benefits, his Priviledges, his Purchaſes, 
but not his Perſon : But my advice to you is 
.. pitch on nothing ſhort of the Perſon of 
Chriſt; thenis our Faith beyond. all:doubt 
rightly pitchtupon Chriſt,when Chriſt him- 
ſelf; not his Benefits and Priviledges only, 
are choſen and embraced by us. .._ A_marri- 
age, if right, is between Perſon and Perſon,- 
not between Perſon and Portion,perſon and- 
 Eftate, that beiog a reſulting thing : So here © 
in this Spiritual Marriage, Faith ,does not 
marry the Soul tothe Portion,Benefits,and - ; 
Priviledges of Chrift, but to Chriſt hinaſel&- 
True, 1gon't ſay (firſt): but that true Faith - 
ives the Soul an [ntereſt in al}the bene- ' 
ts, Priviledges, and Purchaſes.of Chriſt: . 
Nor (ſecondly) dol ſay, that the Soul may. 3 
not have an eye to theſe, and a teſpe& to; ? 
theſe -in his choice. of, and:cloſe with-Chriitz 
yea,uſually theſe are the fir thing that faith. 
has in its eye.:. The firſbthing the Soul looks. © 
at, and is taken withz. when he is drawnto- : 
. Chriſt, uſually is that -Peace, that Pardon, 
that Rightcouſneſs, that deliverance from * 
Sin,, Death, and. Hell, which: he fees: is 
faund and treaſured up in Chriſt- far; Souls > 
"WH But , 


Yeo! 
—_ 
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Pat though theſe _ beſo, yet the Soul 
does, and'matitgo higher, the mu't look at, 
and-pitch upon the Perfon of Chriſt, or his 
Faith is not ſoright and compleat asit ought 
tobe. :Alaſs! *tis the Petſon of Chriſt that 
is the great Fountain of all prace, and all 
Manifeſtations from God to us : and Faith 
accordingly does cloſe in with his Perſon : 
The Sponſes Faith ſeems ſo to do,Cam: 5.10, 
* She had her eye upon the Perſonal Beauty 
and glory of Chriſt, and” accordingly .em- 
braced him with her Faith and love : hence 


| affo yon have ſo oftenthofe expreſſions; [ 
fought him whom my Sont loved ; and ſaw you 
. bim whom my Sonl laverh? "Her love, ind fo 
| her Faith was fixt upon Chriſt himſelf: and 
thus do you fix your” Faith and love upon 
: him; ſo'ſhall you be ſure not to miſs of a 
* Conugal-Union and-Cormunion with him. 
- * 5, Befare that youchogſe a whole Chriſt 
 andnot a part ofhim only: My meaning is 
| fee that you chaſerand embrace Chriſt in all 
* his Offices, 'asa King as well as a Prieſt, as 
| 4Lord as well as a Saviour; and as in all his 

- Offices, ſo for all thoſe ends and uſes for 
| Which God has defign'd him,and the goſ) p_ 
- revealed himto us; for Holinefs, as well as 

Riphteouſnefs ; for Sanftification, as well 

as unification, I need not tell you, that 
Chriſt isa Lord and King as well as a Savi- 
4 ours, 
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our, and: that asſuch he is revealed. and 
offered in the Goſpel to our Faith;/im bath 
God exalted a Prince and Saviokr to give ves 
pentance unto Iſrael; and remiſſun of ſins, | 
A@.5: 31. and they that will have him ag. * 
a Saviour to give them pardon; muſt have 
him as a Prince to. give then repentance - 
And you know Chriſt's reftand his Yoak;go 
together in the Goſpel-ofter, Mat. 11.23,29. 
Nor need | tcll you, that God has appointed * 
him, and the-Goſpel reveals'him to be our 
Sandification as well as our Juſtification - So 
you have it expreſly, 1 Cor; 1, 30. Accord=- 
ingly then do wechuſe Chriſt, and embrace 
him aright, when we chuſe and:embrace him 
under each notion; when we chuſe and ems } 
brace him not as aiSaviour only, but as''a 
Lord too ; not onely as a Prieſt to- procure 
pardon and reconciliation for us, butalſoas- 
a Prince, ta Rule, Govern, and Command . 
vs; hot only as our righteouſneſs to juſtifie * 
us, but as Fountain of. Grace to make us! 
holy ; and: thus true faith does chooſe and 
embrace him, 1/a. 45. 24. Surely ſhall one 
ſay, #nthe Lord have 1 Righteouſneſs and. 
Strength : Mark, Faith chuſes Chriftnot ons - 
ly for Righteouſneſs, but for Strength too; 
rigtiteouſneſs for Juſtification, Strength for 
Holineſs and Sanftification. Chriſt's Lan- 
Suage to the Soul, in the tender of himſelf | 
. » is 


Ge 
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. dead, loſt; 'undone-condition, God is wroth 
* With thee, Hell gapes for thee, Juſtice calls 
+. aloud for vengeance againſt thee ; and there 

ds no hope, no help, no falvation for thee, 
but inand by me, and-union with me : And 
 loe!Tamwilling to beſtow my ſelf, with al 
my fulneſs upou thee : But remember this, 
_ that Pleruleand command thee :::If L be thy 

Saviour; I'le be:thy Lord and King too : If 

thou wiltſhare in my redemption,thou mult 


Scepter, to ſubmit to my-Laws and King- 

dom: Accordingly, Faith”s an (wer,if right, 
- is this; Content, Lord; *tis but fit, that he 
| that Saves ſhould rule and.reign; that he that 
: redeems ſhouldbe bowedand ſubmitted to; 
F and do- willingly -give up my felf to: thy 
| holy and ſpiritaal Government, thy Yoke ts 
* Ealie, thy Scepter;is Righteous, 'thy. King- 
dom 4s full-of;' Peace and Joy, and 1 defire 
to:comeunder them :1 would have thee to 

make me holy,as well 'as righteous; to ſub- 
' due: this rebellious heart of mine, and torule 
in-mc'by thy putfe Spirit, as well asto ſave 
' me by thy perfed obedience :. O ſee; that 
thus you chuſe aid embrace whole Chriſt, 
elſe your Faith cis not right nor are you like 

fo:attain unto a Conjugal- Union and Com?” 
mugion with him. - 


; # 


is fuch- as this 5 Poor Soul, ' thou art in a 


be content to bear my: Yoke, .to bow to my | 


3, Be 
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3. Be ſure that you chuſe Chriſt ſingly 
and alone, and not joyn ſomewhat elſe with 
him : ſome are for compounding with 
Chriſt, they would joyn ſomewhat elfe in 
Partnerſhip with him ; but as Chriſt muſt 
not be divided, ſo neither will he be com- 
pounded, he will be all, or nothing at all to 
Souls ,. and ſo true Faith cloſes with him : 
Hence with the new Creature Chriſt is ſa1d to 
be all, and in all, Col. 3. 11. The Parrs- 
archs (as one obſerves \þad many of they 
Wife and a Concubine,bnt it is not-ſo here 
no, as Faith chuſes a whole Chrift, ſo it. 
chuſes a naked Chriſt, Chriſt ſingly and a- 
lone, without joyning any thing elſe in part- 
nerſhip with him : It matches the Soul to 
Chriſt with an obſolute excluſion of all other 
Matches : indeed faith fees enough in a fin- 
ole Chriſt, a naked Chriſt, withoutthe help 
of any thing elſe, and accordingly -chuſes 
and embraces him : and ſo muſt your Faith 
chuſe and embrace him, or you are-like to 
miſs of Conjugal Union and Communion 
with him : You muſt chuſe him ſingly 'and 
alone, joyning nothing with him and that -. 
eſpecially in the great buſineſs of righteouſ- 
neſs and Acceptation with God:fome would: 
fain compound with Chriſt in this bbfineſs ; 
they would have Chriſt,but they would have 


their own-Outics too ; they would have his 
Righte- 


-” 
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” Righteouſneſs, but they would have their 
- -own Righteouſneſs tos ; they would have 
. theirs bear a ſharewith his in the poiiit of 

Righteouſneſs and Juſtification before God, 
Thus 'twas with the Jews of old,Rom.g 3 1. 
32 with Ch, 10.beg. *Tis ſaid, They followed 
af:er the Law of Righteouſneſs, but attained 
not tothe Law of Righteouſneſs: And why ? 
Becauſe, ſayes the Apoſtle, they ſourhr it not 

F aith, but, as it were, bythe works of the 
Law: And Chap. 10. 3: They went about *tis 
ſaid, ro eftabl:ſh their own Righteouſneſs, and 

Jubmitted: not themſelves to the Rig hteouſ- 
moſoer Goa, Pray obſerve, (firſt) they were 
| icted to,and look't for Salvation by their 

own Righteouſneſs, (Secondly,) Though 
they. were addicted to their own Righteouſ- 
neſs, and would fain live by it, yet they 
ſeemed not to cleave wholly to that, but 
would have Chriſts and theirs joyned toge- 
ther; therefore ?ris ſaid, They ſought it not 
by Faith, but, as it were by the Works of the 

Law, +, e. They were neither wholly for 
Chriſt, nor wholly for Self, but partly for 
$ theone, and partly for the other, joynin 
- Self with Chriſt. And (thirdly) this left 
them ſhort of Righteouſneſs, Life, Salva- 
tion, and all ; For ?tis ſaid; that ypon this 


' Righteouſneſs. To joyn Sclf with Chriſt in 


this 
EF 


account they attained not unta. the Law: of 
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this point, is as dangerous and deftrudtive, 
as to ſet up Self againſt Chriſt. Thus (1 ſay) 
"twas with the Jews of old, and thus tis 
with the Papiſts now : But, my beloved, if . - 
ever you would pitch your Faith aright up- 
on .Chriſt, you muſt not orce think of thus 
compounding the buſineſs berween him and 
Self; but Chriſt muſt be all in all : 'We muſt - 
ſhut our eyes againſt all other things in point 
of Juſtification, and muſt go forth tingly 
and nakedly to Chriſt, veiituring our eternal 
All upon the alone bottoin of his everlaſting 
Righteouſneſs. "Tis Catvins. obſerv 
upon the place laſt quoted, That thz fo. 
dation of, or firſt flep towards our abtain- 
ing an intereſt in the Righteouſneſs of . 
God, is for a man to Yemounce and go owt © 
his own Righteouſneſs. Thus I am ſure, 
Pauls faith Hoke and embraced Chriſt, Phil, - 
3.789. Thoſe things which were gamto me 
(ſfayes he) thoſe I counted loſs for Chriſt ; yea © 
doubtleſs, and I count all things but loſs for 
the excellency of the knowledg of Chriſt Teſus 
my Lord, for whim I have ſuffered the loſs of 
all things, and do count them but dung, that I . 
may win Chriſt, and be found in him, not 
havino 'mine own Righteouſneſs which is of the 
Law, bustbat which is thorough the Faith of | 
Chriſt, the Righteouſneſs which 5: of God by. 
Faith. Pray mark, his Faith here chuſes - | 
| | and -; 
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and embraces Chriſt for -his Righteouſneſs 
and Juſtification,and herein he joyns nothing” 
with him; he pitches fingly and nakedly up- 
on Chriſt alone, renouncing all other things 
whatever ; he had as much of his own to 
have lent & depended npon in this point as 

- any. meer man that everljved lince 7 enter- 
ed theworld; for, in priviledges, in graces, 

| InServices, and in ſufferings for Chrift, (l 

_ amapt to think) he 'excelled all meer men ; 

- butyct hereſtson none of thefe, no nor ſo 

+ much as joyns any-thing of it with Chriſt, 

- -Dutrejeds and renounces al}, arid that with 

eateſt loathing and deteſtation in the 

out of Juſtification, cleaving ſingly and 

, ognyeo Chriſt alone : ſays he, 7 account 

 allbut loſs yea, dung, that is, as the moſt vile 

and loathſome thing ; and I would not be 
| found in it for a thouſand warlds: Thetruth 

* 18, to joyn any ingot our own with Chrift 

* In this buſineſs,is what cxcludes us from any 
ſhare in Chriſt, or any benefit by Thriſt ;ſo- 

- much'the Apoſtle is expreſs in G al.5.24344-, 

Behold, I Paul ſay unto you, that if ye be 

 carenumciſed, Chriſt ſhall profit you nothing 1, 

for Treſtifie ag ainto every manthat is circum- 
ciſed, that he is a debtor to do the whole Law, 

Chriſt is become of no eff ef unto you, whoever 

of you are juſtified by the Law, ye are fallen 

Fo Grace. The ſum ofthe Apoſtles delign , 

is 
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is to ſhew, that tojoyn any thing of our own £. 
with "Chriſt in the buſineſs of Righteouſ- 
neſſe and Juſtification, and not reſt purely | 
and entirely upon him, is what ſhuts us out 
from any part and lot in Chriſt, or any bene- 
fit or advantage by him ; for, pray obſerve 
there were among the Galatians, fome who 
did miſcere Chriftum cum Lege, as Calvins 
expreſſion is, they did joyn the Law with 
Chriſt, Preſſing and taking up Circumciſion 
as-a part of that righteouſneſs whereby they 
expetted to be juſtified and ſaved : Th 
were not ſo groſs in their minds, (as 
great Divine there obſerves) as to expe: 
Salvation meerly by the obſervation of "thi 
Law, and their own obedience ; but they 
were for ſharing the buſmeſſe between this 
and Chriſt: Now what ſays Paul to them, 
and by what does he labour to antidote the 
Believers among them againſt this great er- 
ror ? Why, (firſt) he tells them plainly,that 
if they will joyneither Circumciſion,or any 
thing elſe of their own with Chriſt in this 
matter, then Chri(fſhallprofit them nothing, + 
ver. 2. And he aſſerts the ſame thing, ver.4. - 
Chriſt, ſayes he) is become of ns eff etÞro; you; © 
i.e. You (hall haveno part in Chriſt, no be- 
nefit by Chriſt; Chriſt is of no uſe, no be- 
nefit, no advantage to you, no more than if 
he had never been : And indeed, as one ob- 
ſerves 
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ſerves upon the place, Whoever 55 but for 
an half. Chriſt in this buſineſs loſes all of 
Chriſt. (Secondly, ) he tells them, that 
If they will have any thing of their own to 
bear ſhare with Chrift in the matter of their 
Salvation, . they are debtors to do the whole 
Law : I they will have their obedience 
to. the Law, to have any ſhare in their ac- 
F .ceptation with God, then they muſt keep 
+. the whole Law, for elſe all were nothing : 
| .2?Tis a-great ſpeechof a Learned. Interpre- 
- ter upontlicfe words. ; Whoever, (fayes he) 
F £5.4 Debtor to do the whole Law, -can never 
eſcape Death, becauſe be will alwayes remain 
i anger ghilt 3" forno one will ever be found 
who will be able tofnlfil or ſatisfie the Law 
F. Juch an Obligation therefore is the certain 
F - damnation of the man that lies under it. 
F -. Thus you ſee, there muſt be nothing elſe 
- - of our own joyned. with Chriſt in the mat- 
* .ter of our Righteouſneſs and Juſtification 
- with God; but our Faith muſt cleave (in- 
| ,gly and nakedly to Chriſt alone : The truth 
1s, Chriſts Righteouſnefle 'alone-is ſufficient 
'# tofavcandjuſtife the worſt of Sinners -- 'tis 
-* the Righteouſneſs. of God, 2 Cor. 5. 21: 
"and the Righteouſneſs of the Law, Rom. 
$. 3. A Righteouſneſs every way adequate 
and commenſurate to the ſtrifteſt demands 
'of Law.and Juſtice, a Rightcouſneſſe as 
long, 


.* 
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long as broad, as deep, as high, as the 
ſin and guilt of the moſt Scarlet, Crimſon 
Sinners can be, and why ſhould any think 
of, joyning any thing therewith ? Truly fo 
to do, is to reffe&t great diſhonour upon it, 
and upon the Wiſdom and grace of God 
in ordaining it for our Juſtification and Sal- 
vation. And as we muft joyn nothing with 
Chriſt in the matter of Righteouſneſs and 
Juſtification, ſo neither muſt we joyn any 
thing with" him in the matter of our SanQti- 
fication and holineſs : We ſhould look for 
no grace, no Holineſs but what comes'from 
him, and is wrought in us by him : Nor in- _ 
deed will God own any thing for grace and | 
Holineſs 1n us at laſt, that does not come - 
from him: In all refpe&s therefore let the 
fanguage of your Souls be,O' none but Chrgf, 
none but Chriſt. 
4. Beſurethat you chuſe Chrifft and em- 
brace him as your Reſt and Happineſs; and 
not only as one that is to bring you unto reſt 
and happinefs : Chriſt, my Beloved, is not 
only the way and means to bring men unts 
Happineſs, but he alfo is himſelftheir hap- 
pineſs, and as ſuch he is tendered to us, and. ' 
ſhoyld be choſen and embraced by us : I 4m 
the Way, the truth, and the Life, ((ays he) 
Tohn 14. 16. that is, as one gloſſes upon it, 
I amthe beginning, the Progreſs, and Per- 
{c&ion_ 
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fection of a' Chriſtians Happineſs : Sure 
am, as Chriſt, conſidered-as the Way, is 
the means,and what leads us unto happineſs; 
ſo Chriſt, conſidered as the Life, is him- 
ſelf our happineſs, our ſupfeam happinels; 
and indeed, we come to Chriſt as the life,by 
Chriſt as the Way, Sweet is that ſaying 
which 1 have read in one of the Ancients on 

. / this place; We, thy People, (ſays he ſpeak- 
ing-to Chriſt) do come by thee to thee, becauſe 
thou art the Way, the Truth, and the Life ; 
= theWayen thy example, the Truth in the Pre- 
F «uſe, the Life m the Reward: I amtheWay, 
* the Truth, andthe Life: i.e, as another ex- 

* ;Pounds it; 1 am the only right Way, the ſu- 
pream Truth, the true Life, the bleſſed Life, 

. thetncreated Life. And ſutable hereunto is 
& Calvins obſervation upon theſe words, The 
ſin, ſayes he, of this Sentence' is this, He 
F whoever he 'be; that obtains and poſſeſſes 
Chriſt, can want nothing : whoever there- 
fore is not content with him alone, afpires af- 
ter ſomething beyond the ultimate and higheſt 
perfeition. And then he concludes thus, /f 
any oxe turns aide from Chriſt, he can do ne- 
: - thing but erre, if any one does not reft in him, 
he- elje-where feeds upen nothing but wind 
and vanity : If any one makes ont after any 
thing beyond him, ke will find Death in- 
'fleadof Life. O there are infinite Beau- 
ries 


# 
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ties, Delights, and PerfeQions in Chriſt, 
whereby he is able to fill and ſatishe us, and 


make us happy : And for my own part, as [ 
defire.never to be happy if Chriſt be not a- 


ble to bring me to happineſs, ſol defireno 


better or greater happineſs than what Chriſt 
is, or can be tome. ©, there isall in him, 
all to fill, all to comfort, all to.delight and 
raviſh, all to ſolace and ſatishe the largeſt 
faculties of eternal Souls. A1ſay I have but 
Chrift, ſays Rutherford, * 1 ſhall think my ſelf 
as well Heaver'd as any whatever, Truly he 
. and he alone is cemtrum quietativam, as the 
Schools ſpeak, the quieting, reſting center 
of the Soul, And fo the Pſalmiſt tells us, 
Fſal. 116. 7. Indeed he in his preſence, and 
our enjoyment of him, is Heaven and Hap- 
pineſs - *Tisthe higheſt happineſs which 
Chriſt promiſes his People here, 7oh:14.21. 
and *ris the higheſt happineſswhich his peo- 
ple reckon upon or hope tor hereafter, Ph1l. 
1. 23. Anſwerable wherenttois the obſer- 
vation of 6nc upon thoſe words of Chriſt to 
the Thief upon the Croſs, Luk-2 3. 43. Th 


day thou (halt be with me in Paradiſe : With © 
Me, (ſays he) O wonderful gaodnefs | "he 


does not ſay ſumply, thou ſhalt be in Para- 
diſe, or thou ſnait be with Angels ;, but thou 
fha't be with me, thop ſhalt be ſatisfied with 
' bim whom thou deſireſt, * Thus Chrift is the 
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Reſt and fupream happineſs of Souls-; and 
accordingly our Faith ſhould chuſe and em: 
brace him : .I will not ſay, there isnot true 
Faith, where.the Soul docs not come up to 
ſuch a choice of Chriſt, as this is; But this 
. Flefay, That though Faith at firſt may not 
thus chuſe Chriſt yet afterwards,as it grows. 
vp. more towards perfection, it does come 
to chuſe Chriſt under this: notion :.; And the 
more diſtintt it is in chuſing Chriſt, as the 
ſopream reſt and happineſs of the Soul, the 
more compleat and perfect it is. Faith's 
| language to Chriſt, when come to any ma- 
= turity, is ſuch as this), Lord, as all my Life 
s is in thy Death, a] my Healing in thy 

 - Wourds, all my Righteouſneſs in thy Obc- 

dience; ſo all my Happineſs is in thy Pre- 
» ſence, all my Heaven in the Boſom and em- 
E bracesof thy Love : Nor have ] any in Hea- 
ven but thee, neither is there any upon earth 
that I deſire beſides thee,Pſal.7 3:25. O thus 
chuſe Chriſt! chuſe him as the reſt, the So- 
lace, the Happineſs of your Souls, and never 
think of any thing elſe to be the leaſt part of 
your Happineſs beſides Chriſt. 

5. Be ſure that you chuſe and embrace 
Chriſt with his Croſs, and not only Chriſt 
with his Crown ; Chriſt crucified, as well as 
Chriſt glorified ; Chriſt upon terms of ſuf- 
fering for him, as well as reigning with _ 

c 


he calling thereunto: Thus alſo Chriſt ten» 


ders himſelf to us, and thus muſt he be cho- - 
ſen and embraced by us, Mar. 16.24. If any - 


man will come after me, let him deny himſe f, 
take up his Creff, and follow me: Ang Luke 
14.27. Whoſoever doth nat bear his Croff and 
come after me, cannot be my Diſedple. Some 
ace for Chriſt and his Crown, but they ſtick 
at his Croſs : They are for a reigning Chriſt 
but not for a Perſecuted Chriſt : But,my be - 
loved, if you would ſo chufe him as to be 
married to him, you muſt chuſe him asupon 
the Croſs crucified, as well as upon the 
Throne glorified : the mcaning is, you muſt 
chuſe him with a firm reſolutionto ſuffer for 
him, if hecalls you hercunto ;_ you muft 
chuſe him as one perſecuted ap diſtreſſed 


on Earth, as well as one dignified and glorie 
fied in Heaven * Ina worg, you muſt chuſe % 


him for better, for worſe. in all eſtates and 
conditions, W ithall his inconveniences, as 
well as his Priviledges, wittfis Poverty bis 
Impriſoaments, . his reproaches, his deaths, 


his dangers his conflis, and the like: that =. 


is to ſay, you muſt chuſe him with a willing 
reſolution of mind to undergo all this at his 
call, and for his ſake ; and thus indeed is tv 
cloſe with him in his own way,and upon his 
own terms - Chriſt's language to the Soul, 
in the tender of himſelfto him, is ſuch as 
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| this; Soul, Iamwilling to be Eſpouſed to 
thee, lam willing to beſtow my ſelf, with 
all my Riches and Fuljneſs upon thee”; bur if 
thou wilt have me and theſe, thou muſt be | 
content to ſuffer for me, to be reproach'd, 
to be perſecuted, to be impriſoned, yea, to 
be killed all the day long for me,when | pleaſe 
to call thMthereunto : And indeed Faith, 
when right , cloſes with him upon theſe | 
terms : Content, ſays the Soul. being a&- 
- <d by a true Spirit of Faith;Chriſt uponany 
- terms that he thinks fit, Chriſt with the 
*..Crofs, Chriſt with Reproach, with [mpri- 
ſonment, with Death, with whatever he 
pleaſes rather then go without him : And 
indeed we need not be ſcared, nor terrified 
atthe Croſs; for tliere is no Croſs ſo bitter 
- as Chriſt is{weet, there is nothing we can 
” ſuffer for Chriſt, that is worthy to be com- 
pared with the Glory we ſhall have in Chriſt 
and with Chriſt --Beſides, Chriſt is worthy 
to be ſuffered for'; and therefore welcome 
Chriſt, and welcome his Croſs too: Truly 
my Beloved, Chriſt's Croſs is ſweet, very 
{weet, as he makesit : That ſweet ſmell'd 
and perfum*d Croſs of Chriſt, ſayes one is 
accompanied with ſweet refreſhments, with 
the Kiſſes of a King, with- the Joy of the 
Holy Ghoſt ; therefore ſcare net at it, but 
ohuſe him with his Croſs as well as -his 
Crown. 6, Be 
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. 6.Be ſure that you chuſe Chriſt often,au& 
think it not one fingle A or Work oncly, 
to chuſe and embrace him : If you would in- 
deed make ſure of Chriſt, and an cſpouſal to.” . 
him you ſhould chuſe him and embrace him 
anew every day. Weare apt to look upon. . 
the Work of chaſing and embr -cing Chritt 
as one ſingle Att or Work onilv : . but, my 
Beloved, tis a work that ſhould k« often 
repeated: by often repeating of ir we ſhould 
grow more ſound. more ſtrong, more di-. © 
ſtindt in it : As a ſecond Edition corredts the. 
Errors of the firſt, ſo after-a&s of believing 
in this kind do ſupply the defedts,of the fires 
Att : Indeed my advice to you is, that you 
would mike as much conſcience of. chuling, 
and embracing Chritt afreſh every day; as of, 
praying every dayzeſpecially if you.be either 
young beginners in believing, or older be-, 
lievers under clouds and darkneſs. St. Paul 
made freſh choices of Chriſt to the very laſt 
Phil. 3. 8,9. And *tis the duty.of them that 
do belicve, to believe : Theſe things write I 
unto you, ſays St, Fohn, that believe on the 
Name of the Son of God, that ye may believe - 
on the Name of the Son of God, 1 John 5.+3. 
They did believe, and he would have them 
to believe afreſh every day ; .and ſo wonld I 
have you do, every day renew the firſt great 


At of Faith in your cloſing with Chii't, ſo 
N 3 ſhall 
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ſhal) every day beaday of eſpouſals between 
* Chriit and you; and ſo by degrees (hall you' 
- come to the ſence and comfort of.this eſpou- 
ſal. Thave read of ſome who never came 
+ :to a ſipht'and ſenſe of their Union with 
Chriſttill they took this courſe, Thus [ have 
now ſhewn youthe way how you may come 
| to beeſpouſed to Chriſt, as well as what an 
- Husbandhhe is, what great things he does for 
* his Spouſes. And how much heart is ſet 
| upon an eſpouſal with Sinners : Now, will 
| you take this courſe ? Or ſhall all be loſt 
+ with you ?, Poſſibly the. whole-will have a 
_ different effeQ upon thoſe that read or hear 
' theſe things :' Some, I hope, will be won 
&F and paincd to Chrilt by them ; others,I fear, 
&-. will rej<a and deſpiſe all, and that either 
out of a Spirit of profaneneſs,or inſcnſibility 
wav! thcir iced of, or concernedneſs in theſe 
SSthings - If any Soul ſhall rcje& them out of 
Fa Spirit of profaneneſs,. I would ſay to ſuch a 
| | Soul, as-Solomen to the Scorner, Prov. 9.12. 
11 If thou ſeorneſt, thou atone ſhalt bear it ; thou 
$* alone [halt bear all chy fias,and all the wrath 
it - and vengeance of Gold due tothem-: If any-. 
| ſball rcje& theſe things out of a ſpirit of in- 
| 


ſenſibility of their necd of, and concern in 
them; their caſe is the more to be pityed; 
for the more inſenſible they are of their mi- 


: 
[ 
| ſery without Chriſt, the greater is that mi- 
| ſery 
t | 
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ſery of theirs. What more miſerable, ſays 
Auſtin than for a miſerable man not to com- 
miſerate himſelf ! Others, it may be, ſtand 
doubting and trembling, daring- neither to 
rej ect, nor yet to'embrace : not reject,. be- 
cauſe their need of Chriſt is: ſo great, the. © 
worth of Chriſt ſo eminent, and the guilt of -} 
the rejz&ioa of Chriſt ſo black ; nor yet em- 
brace, becauſe their fins are" ſo many, and 
their. unworthineſs ſo great. To ſuch I ' 
would fay, ceaſe thy tretabling, and delay 
thy cloſe with Chriſt no longer; it has been. 
thy ſin, let it be thy ſhame and forrow that 
' thou haſt .negle&ed and ' refuſed Chriſt fo-? 
long, ſaying with Auſtin, 1 have loved thee - 
too [ate, O thou ſo Antient and yet fo new. 
a Beau'y. 1 have loved thee too late And” 
for thy encouragement, -| would fay to * 
thee, as the Servant did to his Lord upon 
ſuch-an occaſion as this; Luke 14. 22. Lordit . 
8 done as thou haſt commanded, and yet there © 
is room, Though many ſinners, and great 
ſinners have been received to mercy,yet (tyll 
there is room for thee, and for all that have 
a mind to Chriſt: There is room in Chriſt's 2 
Heatrr,there is room in Chriſt's Arms;there 
15 room in his Covenant, there” is. room. in 
his Kingdom,there is room upon his Throne © 
with his Father for thee :. Bur if yet any ? 
ſhall reje& this offer of Love; and perſiſt ſo 
N 4: to 
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- todo, ſuch will at laſt ind that there is room 
in Hel}, room in the Infernal Pit. room in 
theplace of torment for them : - Therefore 
as Life and Death are once more ſet before 
you, fo | beſeech You to chuſe Life, and not 
Death, that you may live for ever, 


0 


CHAP. X. 


- Reino acontemplation of the infinite Love and 
C onaeſuention of Chriſt to Son's, and the 
ip cahavle Comfort and Happineſs of Be- 

-lreversn this ſweet Eſpouſal. 


* 


FIN the view of all that has been hitherts 
| declared, we may well take upan admis 
1138 contemplation of Chriſt's Love and 
* Condcſcention, and Believers Comfort and 
- Happineſs; the one and the other being ex- 
> cecding greatand glorious: O! for Chrill 
"fo marry poor Souls to-himſelf,and for poor 
Souls to be married to Chriſt, how great 1s 
the Love of the one, and the happineſs af 
the other herein ! f 
1. How great isthe Love and Condeſcen- 
t10n 
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tion of Chriſt in m»rrying Souls to, himſelf! 
Next to his becoming Man, and dying for 
them, W herein can he teſtifie greater Love 
and. Condeſcenſion to. them, than. in this ? 
T here are, among many others that might 
be menrioned, that will argue his Loveand 
Condeſcention hereiu tobe wonderful and 
glorious, two things. ' One ,is- the infinite 
diſparity and diſproportion between the 


Parties, Him and Them; the other is the_ - ? 


unſpeakable nearneſs and gloriouſneſs of. 
that union and relation which he takes them 
into with himſelf - Both which I delire yy 
to contemplate. . | 
1, Contemplate the infinite diſparity © * 
and diſproportion between him and them ; 
What proportion is there between a King... 
and a Begpgar ? what proportion is there be-" 7, 
twecn an Ant and an Angel yea, between 
the ſmalleſt Worm, and- all the Angels in 
Heaven ? infinitely leſs proportion-Jis there 
b2tween Chritt and fimers; and. yet he c-- 
ſpouſes them to himſelf. : \V hat ſhall 1 ſay ? 
He is both high and Great, weare byſc and 
vile ; Heis- blefſed and Glorious, we-are | 
wretched and deſpicable: he is a great Kimg, 
we are poor {laves and vaſſals; yeathe worſt 
of ſlaves andivaſſals,being the flaves and vaſ- 
fals of Sin and Satan : And to ſum cup ail in 
a few words; He is God, and we are cre2= 
N 5 rures 
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- tures ; yea, he is an infinitely Pare and holy 
| God, and weare unſpeakably impure and. 
' unholy creatures: O how great ts the diſpro- 
| portion / and.yet he marries us to himſelf - 
What proportion is there berween God and 
the.creature ? The creature at beſt is but a 
| ſmalldrop of being, But God is Mare efſen- 
'- &5z-a Sen, a Fountain, an Ocean of being : 
+ * Theereatureis, 'and has but a little good ; 
” but; Dens eſt Bonum infinitiſſime infinitum, as 
 Bradwardin ſpeaks of him God is a moſt infi > 
nitely infinite Good : T he creature isa depen- 
ding thing\the being of the creature is a de- 
-- pending Being, the very nature of the crea- 
© ture lies much in. dependance ; but God is an 

” abſolute and independent Being, he being 

* of himſelf, and from himſelf; indeed al 
other things are of him, and from him, and 
& 70 him, as the Scripture ſpeaks. Now, for 
- Godto marry the creature, and eſpouſe the 


& Creature to himſelf; O what love, what 
#  condefcenſion is this! and yet greater love 
& than this does Chriſt ſhew : For what pro- 


portion is there between an infinitely Holy 
God, and univerſally ſinful, defiled, and pol- 
| luted creatures? The diſtance between God 
and us; as we are creatures is great ; but the 
diſtance betwcen the infinitely Holy God & 
” us, as Sinncrs, 1s in ſome ſort unſpeakably 
| greater: *Tis our Duty, and ſhould be our 


Joy 
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- joy to know and keep our creature dilfanc®*? 
with God ; we ſhould rejoyce to think that 3 
God is ſo infinitely above us; but 'tis our 
miſcry, & we ſhould trembletothinkof our ©? 
ſinful diſtance from God,that diſtancelmean , 
that ſin is, and has cauſed between Gad and. -. 
us 7 Now for a holy God to eſpouſe ſinfal 
Creatures to himſelf ; yea, for a God:ſo infl- +; 
nitely Holy to eſpouſe Souls who are ſo ut> 3 
terly ſinful to himſelf, as'the beſt of us all by * 
nature are-z this is greater love and conde» +! 
ſcention (till. O wonderful commerce | (ſays - 
one of the Ancients, ſpeaking of Chriſt's + 
dying for his People) the King dirs for the 1 
Servant , God for Man, the Greator- for - 
the Creature, the tun:cent for the nocent, "- 
The like may I ſay here ; O wonderful cons: 
deſcention ! The King imarriesa Slave, God 
the Creature,the pure and holy one polluted : 
and dcfiled Smners : True indeed,he makes -* 
them Saints by and upon his marrying of -” 
thera, but he finds them Gnners when he firſt - 
makes ita time of love to.them ; O adore. - 
this Love, this condeſcention! 4 
2 Coutemplate the unſpeakable nearnefs 
and oloriouſneſs of that union and Relation «* 
which he takes them into with himſelf; as» * 
the diſtance and diſproportion between'the -- 
Parties is infinitely great,” ſorhe Unionand; © ? 
relation he takes them into, is very near and 4 
/ glorious, -; 


\ 
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- glorious: The union between the Vine and 
* Branches is near; the Union and Relation' 
" between the Head and members is near; the 
* Union and Relation between the Husband 
and Wife-isncar; but all theſe are but ſha- 
- dows and repreſentations of that Union and 
Relation which Chrift takes Belicvers into 
with himfelf, which muſt therefore be nearer 
and greater then all - ?Tis indeed (as upon 
vccalion has been before-declared) next for 
intimacy and glory , to the effential and 
perſonal Union; yea, it eomes ſo near the 
- higheſt Union of all, the Union that is be- 
_twceenthe Father and the Son, as that it is ſet 
forth in Scripture by the ſame Expreſſions 
that that Union is, viz. By being and dwel- 
ling ineach other ; Yea, Chriſt himſelf ſeems 
fo bring it fo near that great union, as that 
”" he makes that the pattern of it, and accord- 
* ingly prayes for it fer his People,7ob.17.21. 
Neither pray 1 for theſe alone, but them alſo 
which fhall believe on me through their word, 
that they all may be one, as thou Father art in 
"mer, and I in thee, that they alſo may be one in 
8. Pray mark, he prayes for the accom- 
pliſhment of this Union for them, as the top 
and perfedtion of all their Happineſs ; and 
not only ſo, but as that which comes as near 
the great Union between his Father and 
kimſclf;as can well be conceived-*tis a fweet 

ſaying 
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yg which one of the Anci&ffFhas-uponi | 
'theſe words of -Chiiſt ; What *more glo- 
ricus, ſayes he, than this Union? What 
further or higher, poor Soul , carfft thou 
« either have , or defire to have than this, 
thou ſhalt be ove with thy Bridegroom?” O 
happy, exceeding happy, yea, of all others 
moſt happy Vnion ! In a word, nearer than 
this Creatures can't well be taker unto. * 
Chriſt,nor can they have a greater glory put 
upon them, than there 1s put upon-them in. .; 
their being taken into this union-and relation- 
to him:how great therefore muſt the love &1® 
condeſcention of Chriſt herein to Believers; 
be! O for himto take ſuch ſo near himſelf, © 
as to make them one with him, to lay them” 
in his boſome, to communicate himſelf to. 
them ! This is love indeed, and this we 
ſhould contemplate and admire. | 

2. How great is the comfort and happi- 
neſs of B-licvcrs, in being thus married and 3 
eſpouſed to Chriſt ! We ſay of ſuch or ſuch ' 
a Woman that is well married, that ſhe-is ©; 
well diſpoſed of, and is very happy in an? 
Hitsband : But, O Soul, how well art thou 7 
diſpoſed of, who art diſpoſcd of to Chriſt i 
And how happy art thou in an husband who 
art marricd to him ? What, Soul, married. 
to Jeſus,to ſweet Jeſus, tolovely Jeſus, to ÞW 
Jeſus the Sor of Ged ! O what ſweer, what” 
ſtrong 
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* how ſhould it fill thy heart with holy tri- 
.. umph and exuftation for ever ? This alone 
* may. comfort thee in all the difficulties and 
- troubles of Life, and in all the conflidts and 
- agonies of death- Caſt thine eye back on 


- Husband Chriſt is, and what great things he 
"does for his ſpouſes,as the one and the other 
of them has been declared ; and then judge 
| of thine own happineſs, in being taken in- 
"to this Relation to him : In Carr. 6. 9g. tis 
ſaid concerning the Spouſe of Chriſt, That 
the Daus hter ſaw her, and bleſſed ber ;, yea, 
tbe Queens and the Concubines, and they prat- 
fed Her': They look't upon her to be the 
moſt happy on earth:And truly.,ſoul,wher 1 
Jook vpon thee as the Spouſe of Chriſt, 1 
can't but in like mannerbleſs and praiſe thee; 
eand'thou thy ſelf may*&_well bleſs thy clf, 
and ſay bleed be the day that ever I was 
born, bleffed be the womb that bare me,and 
bleſſed be the Paps that pave me ſuck ! But 
tyctto raiſe this comfort an4 happineſs of 
thine alittle higher, that thou mayelt rezoyce 
thy Lot, the lines being fallen to thee in 
pleaſant places, conſider three things z 


I. Confider,that this Relation of thine to 
riſt; gives thee a full intereſt in him, _ 
ET all 


* 
\ \ 


 trong confolatidn may this be to thee 1! and. 


* the nature of this eſpouſal, and what an' 


oy 
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all that is his: This the ſpouſe-much prorics 
and rejoyced in, as her Crown and Happits. . 
neſs ; therefore ſhe is frequently up with it 
in a way of holy boaſting, My Beloved us - 
mine, and I am his, Cant. 2. 16. And again 
I am my Beloveds, and my beloved is mines, + 
Chap 6.3. Being eſpouſed to Chriſt, Chriſt 
is thine; and Chriſt being thine, his Blood, - 
is thine, his Righteouſneſs is thine, his love: ©? 
is thine, his Fulneſs 1s thine, the Fruit of all 
his Sufferings, the Vertue of all his Offices,” * 
the Sweetneſs of all his Relations is thine - 
Chriſt being thine;all is thine,all the promiſes: ? 
are thine, all the Ordinances are thine ; life 
' is thine, Death is thine, Time is thine,eter- 1 
nity is thiney things preſent are thine, things. 
to come are thine, 1 Cor. 3. 22, O what a4 
Soodly Heritage haſt thou ; and how ſhould-. 
thy Soul bleſs the Lord; that ever he drew. 
thee into this union and Relation tohim-? © 
What a Spring of Comfort may this. be to- 
thee irvall conditions ?Fear not, for thous. ſhalt -: 
not be aſhamed : Why : For thy Maker isthy* 
Husband, Iſa.5 4.4. 5. The truth pts. | 
poſſibly thou mayeſ(t have little of . this 
world,yet in having Chriſt thou haſt all thou * 
needſt and art capable of to make thee hap- * 
py for ever. | | 
II. Conſider, that this Union and Relati- 
on of thine to Chriſt remains firm and Red 1 
Or. © 
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for ever: And O what ſweetneſs does this | 
add unto it : Trve, may the Soul ſay, this 
- Relation is a bleſſed Relation, and full of 
: fweetneſs and comfort ; But will it hold ? 
Yea, it will hold, and that for ever : the beſt 
comforts thou exjoyeſt here below, willſhort- _ 
Ee > ej period, and the ſweeteſt relations 
- thou fandeſt in here,will after awhile be diſ- 
folved and broken; but thy union and -re- 
| {ation to Chriſt will laſt for ever, that can ne- 
ver be diſſolved : I will betroth thee unto me, 
 ſayes God, yea, I will betroth thee unto me j 
| but Lord for how long ? (may rhe So'] ſay) 
* why, for ever, ſayes God, Hoſ.2. 19. O thar 
; word for ever ! this puts an infinite ſweet- 
| neſsinto this Relation of thine :* This one 
* word for ever (as one obſerves upon this 
place) makes a miſery(though but ſmall in 
itſelf) an infinite miſery-z and a mercy 
:(though bat ſmal) init ſelf) even an infiuite 
mercy : How much more does it make that 
Which in it ſelf is ſo great as thy Union and 
Eſpouſal to Chriſt, is ſweet and defireable ? 
*Obut ſayes the Soul, never was there ſuch 
a'wretch as | am ; never did any carry it to- 
"wards Chriſt as I do : True, he has made 
love tome, and | have ſome: hopes that [ 
have cloſed up with him in aMarriage-cove- 
nant; but alaſs,never was there ſuch a rebel- 
-liouszrevolting,backſliding tieart as mine x 


Py , 


] am ever playing the Harlot, and going 'a 
whoring from him; by means of which, 1 


fear, he will break Union and Communion - 


with me, and at laſt caſt meoff. I anſwer 


truly ſoul, this is very fad, and thou ſhouldſt | 


lie low in the duſt in the ſenſe of it; yet; #6 
encourage thee againſt thy fears, confider 
three things. w- 

1- Conſider that Chriſt isnot forward'to 
take advantage again(t Souls for their  fail- 
ings and breaking with him: He is not ſ#riet 
to mark what is dene amiff, Pal. 30. 3. He 


is not prone to caſt off, and ro put away, no” - 


'tis what he hates, Mal. 2. 16, T rue; he may 
and many timegdoes withdraw from us and 


frown upon us; but putting away he loves 
not ;- yea, he pities and ſpares us under our - 


inficmities,atid his bowels are mov ?d for vs. 
© 2, Conſider,that before ever Chrift made 
love to thee, and took thee into this relation 
with himſelf he knew perfeAly what man- 
ner of one thon wonldſt be; and how thou 
wouldſt carry it tovvards him ; and yetall 
could not hinder him for ſhewing this fa- 
vour to thee : Why then ſhouldſt thou think 
it would cauſe him to break with thee now 7 
the ſoul may be apt to ſay, did Chrift think 
I would be ſuch a wretch, that 1 would 'fo 
grieve him, ſo oftend him, that 1 woiild'car+ 
ry itſo unworthily towards him-under wy 
oOVe 


+ 


the Souls Eſponſal ro Chriſt, 201 


—_— 
" 


-282 The beft Match : Or. 
' loveas Ido? Yea,-Soul, Chriſt thought it? 


Dent, 31.21. tis ſaid, That God knew what 
Iſrael would ao before hand 7 So Chriſt knew 
before hand how thou would*& flight his 
Love, grieve his ſpirit, violate his laws z he 
| knew, how thou would'ſt affend and affront 
him, by a proud, vain, wanton behaviour 


backſlide, and go a whoring from him ; and 
had-he not ſecn and-known that he had love 
enough, and bowels cnough to cover and 


| >to thee : Hence, when he. berraths, he is 
- faid to doit i jadgment, Ho, 2; 19. Chriſt 


. ried, when he married thee to himſelf : And 
- asallcould not hinder his love at firſt;ſo ner- 
© ther ſhall it take of his love from thee: now. 
3. Conſider, that thou mayelt have many 
failings and miſcarriages, be guilty ofmany 
breakings with Chriſt, and departures from 
hifgz.,and yet the Marriage-Covenant be- 
” tween him and thee not be Broken; A 
*. Woman may be guilty of many failings and 
| Farriages: many defetts and miſdemean- 
' Ws, and yet all not break the Marriage Co- 
* . Venant between her Husband'and her: And 
| 5J0 here ; O how ſweet is that Scripture ! 
4 al. 89. 30;3 13213 3334-lf bis gs 
A 


yea, he-knew it perfetly before-hand, in 


before him; He knew, how thou wonldſt. 


paſs by all, he would never have made love 


knew what he did,and what an one he mar- 


2 
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ſake my Law, and walk not in niy FTudgments ; 
if they break my Statutes, and keep not my 
Commanamentsy then will I viſit their ini* 
quities with a Rod, and their tranſgreſſions 
with ſtripes : And what follows ! Never- 
theleſs, ſayes he, my loving kindneſs will I not 
utr erly take from them, -nor ſuffer my faith- 
fulnefs to fail; my Covenant will I nat break, » 
nor alter the thing that is gone out of my lips. 
Pray mark, Chriſts People may fin, and ſin 
dem! Lap he may ſharply chaſtiſe themfor + 
cir {ins ; yea, he may ſeem to take away ** 
his loving kindneſs fromthem and mayreal>- : 
ty for atime ſuſpend the influences and: mas . 
nifeſtations thereof ;, but his Covenant-love * 


and faithfulneſs tothem, that remains firts” Þ 


aud edfaſt tothem for ever, notwithſtand- - - 


ing all. So again. Zer. 3. 1, 14+ Thotgh thoy ; 


haſt played the Harlot with many lovers, yes 
return again tome, ſaith the Lord. Turn O 
back-ſliding Children, for I am married unto 
you. Mark, though they had back-ſliden, 
though they had played the Harlot, though 
they had played the Harlot with many lo-' 
vers, yet Chriſt owns his Covenant-relation 
to them and with them ; yea, and he ſends 
as it were; his Covenant after them,andby 
that fetches them home to himſelf. O! what | 
ever thy miſcarriages are, whatever thy -- 
breakings with Chriſt, and departures pres 
| m 


fs / 
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- himHhave been ; yet,being on e married ta 
him; the Marriage Union: and relation bz - 
tween him and thee remains firm and ſted- 
faſt for ever notwithſtanding all. 
- O but, ſays the Soul, my heart is ſtr 
bent to back-ſliding from-Chriſt, and I am 
afraid, ſhall at laſt totally and finally depart 
from him, and then farewel all. Ianſwer, 
[That Chriſt itands engaged to keep thee 
from; true, notwithſtanding any thing in 
andof thy ſelf, if left by Chritt,thou worldft 
be apt totally and, finally to- depart from 
him ; but Chriſt himſelf ſtands engaged to 


his Covenant with thee, Fer. 32:40. I will 
make an everlaſting Covenant with them, that 
I will not turn away from themto dothem good 
and ] will put my fear into their hearts, that 
* "they ſhall never depart from me, © O Sirs, not 
"only is Chriſt's heart towardShis People,but 
-- heis engaged by Covenant to keep their 
a bheart9cloſe to him, and faithful with him ; 
3” atiegtt ſo far as that they ſhall nottotallyde- 
a7 Part from him ; and ſo-their. faithfulneſs to 
E Hhim,. docs depend upon, his faithfulneſs to 
them. Ple cloſe this conſideration with that 
known & great Scripture, Roma.8. latter end 
Who ſhall ſeparate us fromthe Love of Ch raft ? 
Shall tribulation or diſtreſs, or perſecution, or 
famine, or nakedneſþs. or peril, or ſword 2 Nay, 

an 


keep thee to him: ? Tis the very tenure- of 


v 
% - 
 / . 
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in all thoſe things we are more” than cons 

uerors through himthat loved us: For] am 
' perſwaded, that neuther death, nor life; nor. | 
Angels,' nor Princypalities, nor Powers, nor 
things preſent, nor things to come, nor height, 
nor depth, (and left all theſe things ſhould 
not reach the caſe of every Soul, he adds) 
nor any. other Creature ſhall be able to ſepa- 
rate us fromthe love of God which 1s in Chrift 
Teſws our Lord. 

III. Conſider, that 'tis not long e're the 
Lord Jeſus, thy dear husbat1d, will come and 
conſummate the Marriage between him and 
thy Soul : And O how ſweet will this be ! 
the Match here is but as it were begun be- 
tween Chriſt & thee,but Chriſt will ſhortly _ 
come and conſummate it : Behold the Bride- 
gr00mcometh, Mat. 25.6. And again, they 
that were ready went into the Marriage.N.10, 
and the Marriage of the Lamb is come,Rev. 
19. 7. There is a time then, when Chriſt 
will come to conſummate the Marriage be- - 
* tween him and ſouls : When he comes,as to |} 
the world, he comes as a Judge to condemn + 
them, to avenge the quarrel of his Goſpel, Þ 
the quarrel of his covenant, the quarrel of -Y 
his Blood all which they have reje&ed, he $ 
comes to paſs ſentence upon them for reſt 
ſting his Spirits, for contemning his Grace, 
for breaking his Laws, for negteQing " 
Sal- , 


i his coming be tothem ! But now to his own, 


_ groom: And © how ſweet will this coming 
- of his:be torhem! 

1.-Thenhe will turn all your Water into 
Wine. 7oh. 2. beg. we read, That Chriſt be- 
ins at «& Marriage, he there thrned Water in- 
te Wine, And truly,Soul, when he ſhall come 
to conſummate the Marriage: between him 
- and thee, he will turn ailthy waters of Af- 
#  fliQtioninto the wine of ſweet Conſolation 
to thee : he will turn thy night into day,thy 
+ darkneſs intolight; thy ſorrows into Joys, 
"thy Mourning into. dancing, thy Troubles 
» into reſt, thy Conflicts into Triumphs, thy 
 Labours into reward, thy mournful Lamen- 
tations into joyful Halelujahs: Then will he 
fulfil that Scripture to thee, Rev. 21.4. God 
” fhall wipe away all tears fiom their eyes, and 
” tbere-ſhall be nomore Death, neither ſorrow , 


Poor Soul, now thine eyes are full of tears 
with holy David; Thou goeſt weeping and 
mourning (it may be) all the day long ; but 
then all tears ſhall be wiped off thine eyes : 
Now thou art in deaths often, As the holy A- 
 poſile was; but then there ſhall be no more 
{death : Now thou art ful} of ſorrows, thy 
E dayes art fpent in grief, and thy years m ſigh- 
bs #ng1 


286 Tiebft Hatch Or, 
© Salvation: And Q how dark will the day of | 


\ Spouſes,when he comes,he comes asa bride- 


For crying neither ſhall there be any more pain. © 


\ LO 
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;ng, but then there ſhall be 7o more ſorrow 3 
orrow and ſghing both, ſhall ly away for 
ever: Now thou art full of pains, yea, as 
the holy Prophet of old complained, Tho# 
art pained at thy very heart ; im the ſenſe of 
thy own AMictions, and inthe-ſenſeof the 
Churches Afidtions ? in theſenſe of thine : 
own fins, and inthe ſenſc-of the Worlds fins, © : 
tho art pained at the very heart ; but then 
there ſhail be no mvre pain ; Now thou ſoweſt 
mntearsbut then thou ſhalt reap in joy ' Now 
thou goeſt forth weeping, yet bearing prec ow 
Seed; then thou ſhalt return r ejoycing, bring<. © 
ing thy ſheaves with thee : Now'thou artin a 
ſtorm, a tormof AfMittion,aſtorm of temp- 
tation, a-ftorm of Perſecution, thou art af- 


-flifted,toſſed with tempeſts, and not comforted 


' it may be, as the Church ſometimes was, 


| 


Iſa. 54.11, But then he will make thy ſtorm a 
calm,&lſo bring thee into the deſired, Haven, 
to allude to that Pſal. 107.35. Now the de- 


” vil and his meſſengers are buffetting of thee, - 


and will give thee noreſt ; then they ſhall be 
all troden-under foot, and thy Soul ſhall a& 
one eternal triumph over them ; ſaying,as 
ſhe of old in her Song did, O my Soul, thou 
haſt trodden down ſtrength . 

2. Then Chriſt will turn all thy blackneſs 
into beauty,all thy ſinful deformity into per- 
fect purity and holineſs for ever ; and this : 4 

much * 


> 
4 


&- be wiped oit, and thou ſhalt be without 
> Tpots; yea, thon ſhalt not onely.be without 
ſpot, but without wrinkle too : There may” 


288 
. inuch more ſweet than the former : Alaſs ! 
ſays the Soul, turn my water into-wine, true 
that is ſweet z but there is that which lies\ 
heavicr upon me than all the troubles and: 


: 
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afflictions in the World; and that is my ſin- 


ful blackneſs and deformity : O this tamed, - 


polluted, defiled nature of mine ! this foun- 
tain of fin and enmity againſt God, that is 
within /. this is that which is the burthen too 
heavy for me to bear ; Well, for thy comfort 
know, that thy Husband, ſweet Jeſus, will 
come ; and when he comes, he will turn thy 
blackneſs into beauty, thy fin into holineſs ! 
then he will ſanttifie thee, and cleanſe thee, 
that he may preſent thee to himſelf a glorious 
Spouſe, not having ſpots or wrinkie, or any 


fuch thing, Ephelians 5. 26, 27. Poor . 
+. Soul, thou haſt now many ſtaines, many 
; ſpots, and thoſe ſi.chas thou art apt ſome- 
' times. to think arc not the ſors of C ods 


Children, but then all theſe ſpots ſhall 


be wrinkles where there may be no ſpots, 
and theſe are blemiſhes: O but then thou 
ſhalt have neither ſpot nor wrinkle ;, thou 
ſhalt be perfeQly freed from lefſer, as well 
as preater ins; yea, thou ſhalt have nEi- 
ther ſpot nor wrinklc, nor any -ſuch thing ; 

FS nothing 
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nothing4hatledkslikeſin;nothingthatthdu 
£ ſetobeinthe leaſt blemiſh or de-: 
fect; there thailnot be the leaſt print or foot- 
ſtepof the old Aram(as one ſpeaks upon the :1 
placeNleftinthee;orupantiiee; butthouſbalt: -}I 
be alrcogether: hoy: and :without-blemiſh « *{ 


Chrift:-will then perfeQiyxheilohee with big 1 


ownSpiritgbeaufifietheewithhis.amaloiages * 
deck thee with Jus @6wnOrnaments, enamel 
and irradiate thee with his own Glory; for 
then he will make; thee like. himfſelf;both in © 3 
holineſs and 'happineſs; 1 Job 3.2.Poos Soul; © 
now tliou art: groaning under arbody of:Sin } 
 andDeith,underthe unclean motions of fing © 
the impure Juſtings'of thefleſh, the curſed: 
impoſings. of a baſe, vile, unbehieving heart 
that is impoſing upon theein every -Duty,iftt 4 
every Condition; in every Relayon-;:-Naw Þ 
thon art peſtered with the ſpringings,bud- 
dings,blofſomings,:and cbulitions of luſt & 
corruption withjathee; but when{weet Je- 
ſus comes, there ſhall be an-end of- all this; -* 
Chriſt he overlooks allthis now,but-then he - * 
will do it allaway,and thou ſhaltſhine with 
the perfe&tion of beavty,” -- Latif 
3, Then Chriſt will folemnly preſent thee 
to his Father as hisSpeuſe,in the preſence of 
all his holy Angels: And'Oh how glorious - 
and joyful will this'be! In Ger. 24. lat. ' we 
read that Iſaac teok rebekeh, and brou;ht hor 
O 
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info bis Mothers Texr : So wken-dear Jefus 
comes toconſummarethe Macriage berereen, 


kimand rher, 'he will, being attended wirk 


Ez 
theu'ga 


ather, here 3s 
min the day. of 


thySonsSpoute,and delightinhinrforievers 
© how fivect;howglorious will this be?Snp3 
|. poſtſomegreat prince were married, & up- 
” othiswarriage ſhould take his8pouſeinfis 
- tand; and tead her intothePreſenceCham. 
 bervofthe King his Father; 'and'there pre- 
- ſent het tohimrothe end he might takeno- 
tice'of her as his Suns Spouſe, and ſhew ſu- 
table reſpet & favour to her; what a ſweet 
thing would this be ?'But:alas! what is this 
cotheprofentation:Chrift witt make'of thee 
$0 his'Father at his eoming ; © Who'll then 
« preſent thee faultleſs into ' the preſence - of his 
glory with exceeding joy? Jude y. 24. When 
David,and the Elders of 1ſ-ael, RIP 
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the Ark fromthe Houlſcof Oh Tem, —_ 
jwith great joy and ſbomting, 1 Chro.15.25-28. 
But y wheat Chriſt attended with als ho- 
ly Angels, ſhall bring,and preſent thee into 
the -prefence of his. Father, what joy and 
ſhoutiogs will there then be? ſorely there 
| vill be great Tejoycing on all hands;. God - 
the Father wilt greatly rejoyce, Chriſtthe - 
Son will greatly rejoyce,. God the Holy 
Ghoft will-greatly rejoyce, [the Angels will 
greatly rejoyce;thy Soul alſowill greatly r& 
joyce.God the Father will greatly,cejoyceto 
ſee hisSons ſpouſe come home to him ſorich- - 
ly deck't andadorn'd; Chriſt the Son will | 2 
greatly rejoyce,that he has gotten his {pos 
-1nto his Arms & Boſom,never to part with - 
her mote; the Holy Ghoſt will greatly Te- 
joyce,to ſee his work in tying the Marriage- 
Knot betweenChriſt and theSoul:compleat- 
ed; the Angels witl greatly rejoyce as being 
' Friends both to the Bridegroom and Bride1 - 
andas partaking with them in the:-Marriage- * 
Supptr ; and thou thy ſelf wilt greatly re- 
joyce, in that now thy happineſsis conſum- 
mated,and that thou ſhalt for ever lie inthe: ? 
boſom and embraces of thy Husbands love. 
O how ſweet, how glorious will this be!. 
4. Then Chriſt will lead thee into the 
Bride Chamber, the Manſion he has prepa- 
red forthee in theFathersHouſe, wherethou 
Q 2 ſhalt 
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ſhalt dwell for ever in his preſence; and ſit | 8 
downeternally with him and his Father at, |} ;* 
F the Marriage-Feaſt : And Ohow ſweet and | t 
1 iron this be !-being thus beautified } Þ 

- and preſented to the Father,: what nowre- | © 

- mainsforthee, but to enter 'upon” thy: lot || 
.  withall che Saints, and'to poſſets the joynt- || £ 
er:Chriſt made thee in the day of thine E- }Þ ' 
ſpouſal to him,eveneternal Life and Glory 
with himſelf for ever! What now reinains ( 
' for thee, butto'fit down in the full views of | 
- his Glory, thefull viſions: of his Face, the | 
' full enjoyment of his Preſence, the full em- 
.” braces of bis Boſom, the fullincomes of his 
\- Hove, and altforever ? Hereintheday 
{ SEiEſporfal thou; haſt had meviens'of 
* then thou - ſhalt behold his glory" for' ever 1 
þ Job. 17: 24: Here thou haſt ſeen him through 

8: glaſe: darkly, bit then thou ſhalt ſee' him 

\ Face to: face, thy viſions of him ſhall be both 

- full and/ immediate, - x Cor. 13. 12. Here 
| there have been ſome intercourſes. of love 
' anddelight kept up between him and thee; 
+: thou haſt had ſome of the kiſſes ofhismouth, 
* Jome embraces in his boſom; but then thou 
# ſbalt have thy fill of his love, being ſweetly 
immerſt and {wallowed up in the Ocean of it 

for ever: O how ſweet will this be ! :When - | 
| - Chriſt and thy Soul have met in an Ordi- 
| RANCe, 
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the "Souls Eſpouſal to Chrip. Y c 3 ” 
gance, how often haſt thou ſaid with Peter, 


45 good ro be here ? And when he has given 
thee now. andthen a little raſte of his love 


how.haſt thou been ravilt't with it, crying." -- 


out.with the Spoule; thy love 3s berter than' 
Wine? But O what will it- be to enjoy all 
this iniit's fulne(s,and that without the leaſt 
moments interruption-for ever; whenChcilt 
and thy: Soul-ſhall meet, not. 4; a Duty or 
Ocdinance.only,butwHeavenin.he Fathers. : 


Houſe, all thou haſt here of him, . is but. 


now and.then a kiſs of his Mouth, now.and 
thena taſte,aviſit,a deſcent of his Grace and 
Love ; yet this,is tweet,. and makes a lit» 
tle Heaven intby. Soul: but when he comes: 
toconſummatetheMarriage.then thouſhals 
have everlaſting embraces, and uninterrupt+- / 
ed-pourings out.of love from him; then.ng "A 
more veilings of his Face, no-more- with. -7 
drawings of his Preſence,nqg more Lol s 
ons-of his Love from thee, but thou ſhalrfit; 
down inthe full enjoyment of all for.evesz * 
Thenno more need of Lovc-Lett-rs to paſs - 
berween Chriſt and thy Soul, for thenthere, -/ 
will be full & immediate embraces for evers- © 
Therefore rejoyce inthy:Lot, and (ay with» 2 
the Church in a way of triumph, {{4:61410s 21 
I will greatly rejoyce in the Lora, my Soul ſhall C 
be joyful-in my God. for hs hath clothed me; - 
wth. Garments. of Salvation, he hath covered. 2 
0:3 me. 


"p94 the Souls Eſpouſal to Chriſt. 
mewith a Robe of Righteouſneſs}, as a Bride- 
groom decketh himſelf with Ornaments, and 4 

_ 8 Bride atdorneth her ſelf with Fewels. 

But may ſome dovbting Soul ſay; True, 
here's comfort enovgh;& happineſs enough 
for all Chriſts Spouſes 3 And werel affured 
of my eſpouſal to him, 1fſhonld think it 
enough to carry me through both Life and 
Death with comfort; but | amafraid1have 
neither part nor lot in this matter. anſwer, 

If thon art one that loveſt thy fins and liveſt 
in them ; if thou art one that alloweſt of, 
and indulgeſt thy felf in thy luſts,-yea;/in 
any known luſt or fin, be it ſmall or great; 
then thou haſt too great gronnd-for ſuch 

| Fears; for[ muſt tell thee, that the Spouſes 

+ Of Chriſt are” of another diſpoſiton, they 

*- hate Sin and loye Holineſs; and dowhatif: 

---*them lies to fly the one and purſue after the | 

” other + butl will at preſent look upon thee 
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* tobea poor doubting Spouſe of Chriſt thar 
*. makes this complaint,and ſo ſhall leave a 
- doubte word ofencouragement with thee as 
to this,and thereby put a concluſionto this 
F-Matter. >, WE | 
” * 1; I would ſpeak to thee,as Samuel fome- |} 
- times didto Saul1n another caſe, viz.when | 

| Saul told him that he had performed the Cam- 
- -wmandment of the Lord : If ſe, ſays Samoel, | 
whit then means this bleating. of the Shrep wa 
| | ' mime *' 
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mine ears and the lowing of the Oxen which'1 
hear? 1Sam. 15-1314. 'So if thou haſt un. 
deed nopartnor lot inChrift and wert never 
eſpouſed to him;then (firk)-what means the 
bleedings;mournings,and lamentings ofthy 
Soul, under the ſenſe of thy diſtance and e- 
ſtrangement from-Chriſt,and thy utter-un- 
ſutableneſs to him both in wp» and Life? 
Bleſſed are they that thus monrn for- they ſhall 
be comferted Mat, 5- 3:(21y) What Ra bm 
high valuations of him&cthe vehement hup- 
gerings and thirſtingsof thy Soul after him?. 
Bleſſed are they that hunger and thirſt *after 
righteouſneſs for they ſhall-be ſatisfied, Mat. .5i - 
6 (31y)What means the holy trembliags of 
thy Soul in the thooghts'of ſinning-agaiaſt | 
him,thy care & ſolkcitude to pleaſe hidthy q 
fear to offend him? * Tis the Charaterwfa 

| loyal Wife, that ber care is to pleaſe ber Huts 
band, and not toeffend him, 1 Cor. 7. 24; 
(4ly) What means ro gs of, and 
mourning under thediſhonorsofChriſt with - © 
the longings of thy Soul after his exaltation  ; 
The reproaches of them that reproach him ds * Þ 

| fall upon thee, Pfal. 69. 9.” T's thetrneSpirit- - 4 

| of a Loyal Spouſe to be concerned | 
Husbands Concernments. Theſe andqwany” 
moreſuch gracious diſpoſitions asare found 
in thee, do ſpeak comfortably to thy Soul in 
this caſe;zthovgh ſtill lwould haye thee preſ$.-. * 
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= -after the cleareſt Eyidences and the fulleſt 
aſſurance ofthine efpouſal tohim.' , © - 
' 2. Suppoſe the worſt, yet for thy encou. || nc 
ragement, | would-ſpeak to thee as the Di- I re 
 ſciples to the-blind man, ark 10. 49: Berof || & 
; good comfort, ariſe, Cori calleth theezhe calls de 
+. theeintotheſebleſſedeſpouſalswith himſelf, Þ pc 
” AndO that, thou wouldeſt do as that blind | M 
man theredid, who aroſe and came to Feſus : | m 
and aſſure thy ſelf of this,his Armsare wide || w 
open to receive thee : Toys whoeyer, or | re 
whatever thouart thatmak'iTthigcomplaint || dc 
whether Spoute or no Spouſe;thy proper;& | in 
*  - immediate work is now to cloſe with Chriſt | # 
*-- in a Marriage-Covenant :-For pray. mark | hs 
the work 'of a conyinced finner, and ofa | j4 
 - "doubting beclouded Saint, is the ſame here; | nt 
” theone, as well as the other is to believe and. | yj 
cloſe with Chri{t, asif he had never done it | as 
before: Suppoſe then the worſt;eyen that | © 
thou wert never as yet Eſpouſed to. Chriſtz | x, 
yet do not defpond, but let this be a day of | PF 
 Eſpouſfal between him and'thee,calting thy 
»-. Soulupon bim, not queſtioning his readineſs 
F.-to receive thee : For thy encouragement I 
would ſay.:to-thee as one of the Ancients 
© - Tpeaks in the ſame caſe, Why ftickeſt- and 
F faggereft theurn thy ſelf ? Caſt thy ſelf upon 
F bim, -and fearnet, be will not withdraw him- 
E ſelf -ſo as.to. let thee fall, caſt. thy ſelf upon 


im, 


A "$ 
Xx 


-_ 


the Souls Eſpouſal to Chrift. * 299 * 
bim , | reſting. ſecure and confident , that 
he will receive and ſave thee. Thus have © 
now:done, -Saint, Spoufe of Chriſt, whar 
remains, hut that thou love, reverence; 
& obey thy Lord and Head, living a life of |: 
dependance upon him,as alſo of longing ex. 
peQation of his coming to conſummate the 
Marriage between him and.thee? what re- 
mains, bur that thou ſhouldſt mke vp the 
words of the Apoſtle;making thMameinfe+ 
rence from thine Eſpouſal to Chriſt;that he. 
does from the diffolution of allthiggs,ſaying 2 


10 thy own name and othgrs,2 Pet:331. 1612: 4 
What "manner of perſons ought we t6 bein-alt © - 
conver ſation andgidlineſs, locking for 'anll = 


J £4 ning to' the coming of the- dxy:of (God. 
ner, whattemainsfor thee to dochur tive” 
up thy name and ſoul to Chriſt in'a Mar 
| age-Covenant,and be happy for ever? I will 
conclude all with thoſe words, Rev. 19. g; 
Bleſſed are they which are callid to the Mairis 


aze g upper of the Lamb, 


. 


Soli Deo' Gloria. 
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He Harmony of the Divine Attributes, 
Eo in the Contrivance and Accompliſh- 
» - . ment of Mans Redemption by the Lord 
” Jeſus Chriſt. Or Diſcourſes wherein is 
ſhewed how the Wiſdom, Mercy, Juſtice, 
- Holineſs, Power , and Truth of God are 
glorified in that-great and Bleſſed Work, 
ByWilan Bates, D.D. in Quarto. | | 

Conſiderations of the Exiſtence of God: 
And of the Immortality of the Soul, with 
the Recompences of the Future ſtate. To 
which is now added, the Divinity of the 
Chriſtian Religion, proved by the evidence 
of Reaſon,and Divice Revelation : for the 
Cure of Infidelity the HeCtick Evil of the 
Times. By William Bates, D. D. in Oftave. 
The Soverajgn and final Hzppineſs of 
Man, with the EfteCtual means to obtain it. 
Alſothe Joys of Heaven, and Torments of 
Hell are diſcourled of, By William Bates 
D. D. in Oltavo., $ - 

Several 
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Several Sermons ypon Death, and Eter: +. 
ral-Jedgement. By Wilians Bates, D.D. in 
0ttavo. 


A Funeral Sermon, preached upon the 
Death of the Reyerend and Excellent Di. 
vine,. Dr; Thomas Mantong who deceated \ 
Ottpber 18. 1677. By Wikiem Bates, D. D. | 
To-which is now added, the laſt Publick 
Sertnon.Nr. Manor preached. in OZ#ave. 

One hundred and ninety Sermons on the 
whole 1 19th Pfalm, By the late Reverend 
and Learned Divine Thomas Manton, D.D- 
in Folio. 

Twenty ſeleCt Sermons upon choice ſub- 
je&ts preached by Thomas Manton. D. D. in 
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Eighteen Sermons on the 2dChapter of 
the 24 Epiſtle to theTheſſalonians,containing 
the Deſcription, Riſe,Growth, and Fall of 
Antichriſt; With divers Cautiovs and Ar- 
guments to eſtabliſh Chriſtians againſt the 
Apoltacy of the Church of Rome. By Tho. 
Manten, D. D. in Ottavo. 

The Goſpel-Method of God's ſaving 
Sinners by Jeſus Chriſt : . pratically ex- 
plained in XII Propofitions: Or a Diſ- 
courſe of the new Covenant. By the late 
Learned Dr. Abraham Clifford, to which is 
prefixed a preface, by Dr. Mdanton, and 
Mr. Richard Baxter 10 Oftavo. 
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A Beam of Divine' tory ihe The un- 
© changeableneſs of God: opened, vindica- 
rx and improved. - Whereniito is added 
- The Soulsrelt | in ory BY Bigdedt Peaſe 


